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PREFACE 


Judging  by  falling  death  rates  the  year  1951  for  Cardiff  was  again  a healthy  one, 
although  even  for  death  rates  complacency  may  be  challenged  by  a glance  at  the  table 
(pages  5-6)  for  towns  comparable  to  Cardiff  which  shows  for  Croydon  and  Bristol,  death 
rates  for  infants  under  one  year  of  19  and  20-37  respectively,  whereas  Cardiff’s  figure 
albeit  one  of  the  lowest  in  England  and  Wales  is  32.  But  informed  opinion  is  moving  away 
from  the  use  of  death  rates  or  even  of  sickness  rates  as  a measure  of  “ health  ” in  the  highest 
sense  of  that  word.*  It  may  be  asked  how  many  of  the  citizens  of  Cardiff  are  enjoying  that 
state  of  sparkling  or  positive  ’ health  that  it  is  a joy  merely  to  be  alive,  a continuing  joy 
not  dependent  on  momentary  external  stimuli  such  as  the  “ pools,”  the  “ dogs,”  the 
“ pictures,”  “ the  two-twenty  ” and  alcohol  ? Some  of  us  have  known  that  “joy-to-be- 
alive  ” feeling  as  we  came  out  of  the  sea  on  our  summer  holidays,  but  how  much  of  it 
have  we  retained  since  we  returned  to  everyday  life  ? Unfortunately  the  nation  has  become 
so  obsessed  with  the  idea  that  to  cure  all  is  the  end  all  and  the  be  all  of  existence  that  the 
higher  ideal  of  “ positive  ” health  becomes  an  ever  receding  goal.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that 
if  you  only  cure  enough  people  of  illness  there  will  be  no  illness  left  and  therefore  only  health 
will  remain.  “ Q.E.D."  as  they  used  to  say  at  school.  It  reminds  me  of  the  American 
(from  a Northern  State!)  who  said  in  all  seriousness  that  he  thought  the  cure  of  the 
“ colour  ” problem  in  the  United  States  would  come  gradually — through  intermarriage. 

To  alleviate  any  mood  of  despondency  over  thoughts  of  this  kind  it  is  good  to  visit 
the  units  of  the  school  health  service  where  in  a splendid  spirit  of  teamwork,  teachers, 
doctors,  nurses,  educational  welfare  officers  and  health  educators  are  striving  to  set  the 
rising  generation  on  the  road  to  health.  Unfortunately  they  are  apt  to  be  bogged  down  by 
defects,  and  it  is  a case  of  all  hands  to  the  pumps  when  all  should  be  engaged  on  trimming 
sails  for  the  voyage  to  health.  Thus  too  much  time  of  school  health  staff  is  taken  up  with 
enuresis  (bed-wetting)  vermin  and  scabies  and  the  dentists  report  that  for  every  permanent 
tooth  lost  in  school  children  only  2-3  are  saved.  It  is  a fortunate  thing  for  the  school  children 
that  those  responsible  for  their  care  seem  to  remain  undaunted  by  the  multitude  of  the 
defects  with  which  they  have  to  deal,  and  indeed  it  is  always  a special  pleasure  to  visit  the 
schools  for  handicapped  children  because  of  the  immense  enthusiasm  for  their  work 
displayed  by  the  teachers  and  staffs  at  these  schools. 

A chronic  trouble  in  the  school  health  service  is  the  delay  in  getting  hospital  treatment 
for  orthopaedic  cases  (see  page  90),  a delay  which  it  is  hoped  will  be  reduced  when  the 
proposed  new  orthopaedic  hospital  at  Rhydlafar  is  opened.  Comment  generally  on  the 
working  of  the  national  health  service  is  deferred  for  the  1952  report,  when  medical  officers 
of  health  have  been  asked  for  it  in  detail  by  the  Ministry  of  Health,  but  meanwhile  mention 
should  be  made  of  a happy  example  of  team  work  between  the  different  branches  in  Cardiff 
whereby  through  hospital  paediatricians  of  the  Child  Health  Department  of  the  Welsh 
National  School  of  Medicine,  cases  of  congenital  dislocation  of  the  hip  are  diagnosed  as 
soon  as  possible  after  birth  and  referred  for  special  treatment  by  the  orthopaedic  section  of 
the  Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Department  working  at  St.  David’s  Hospital. 
There  is  of  course  a continuing  consultation  between  the  two  branches  of  the  service 
throughout  the  conduct  of  each  case,  and  promising  results  are  already  being  achieved. 
For  success  in  these  cases,  which  may  prove  so  distressing  in  later  life,  it  is  essential  to  get 

* The  World  Health  Organisation  defines  health  as  "...  a state  of  complete  physical,  mental  and 
social  well-being  and  not  merely  the  absence  of  disease  or  infirmity.  . . .” 
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diagnosis  and  treatment  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  after  the  child  is  born,  and  it  is 
here  that  the  on-the-spot  co-operation  between  the  two  branches  of  the  service  is  proving 
so  effective. 

A new  responsibility  undertaken  by  the  department  in  1951  was  that  of  co-ordinating 
the  “ care  of  children  neglected  or  ill-treated  in  their  own  homes,”  the  medical  officer  of 
health  having  been  made  the  “ designated  officer  ” for  that  purpose  by  the  Cardiff  City 
Council  in  terms  of  the  Joint  Circular  issued  by  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Education 
and  by  the  Home  Office  (31st  July,  1950).  As  the  result  of  a small  pilot  scheme  initiated 
in  the  first  instance,  much  valuable  experience  has  been  obtained,  and  it  is  hoped  in  the 
1952  Report  to  give  full  details  of  an  elaborate  scheme  to  deal  with  problem  families  in 
Cardiff — “ the  cancer  in  our  midst.”  Meanwhile,  through  case  conferences  attended  by 
representatives  of  the  many  voluntary  and  official  agencies  involved,  much  good  has  been 
achieved  through  all  these  people  getting  to  know  each  other  so  much  better. 

The  Cardiff  scheme  for  hospital  follow-up  through  health  visitors  has  achieved  not 
only  a national  but  an  international  reputation.  At  three  of  the  Universities  where  I was 
invited  to  speak  on  my  visit  to  North  America  last  year,  it  was  the  theme  by  special  request. 
I was  interested  to  find  that  in  Toronto  they  have  a scheme  similar  to  ours  and  they  were 
therefore  all  the  more  anxious  to  “ compare  notes.”  In  Toronto  I was  told  that  there  they 
also  use  health  visitors  as  hospital  almoners.  On  page  32  there  is  a reference  to  new  develop- 
ments and  minor  changes  in  the  scheme,  but  it  will  be  remembered  that  in  its  full  range  of 
activity  it  covers  tuberculosis,  venereal  disease,  mental  deficiency,  diabetes,  peptic  ulcer, 
pediatrics,  and  asthma.  At  the  present  time  a health  visitor,  by  arrangement  with  Dr. 
T.  J.  Hennelly,  Honorary  Consultant  Psychiatrist  to  the  department,  is  undergoing  a year’s 
course  of  intensive  training  to  enable  her  to  act  as  liaison  officer  between  the  hospital 
services  and  the  health  department  in  the  “ care  and  after-care  ” of  persons  suffering  from 
mental  illness. 

On  page  23  of  the  Report  Mr.  D.  W.  Elliot,  Senior  Dental  Officer,  transfers  his 
lament  about  dental  defects  from  school  children  to  mothers  and  pre-school  children. 
“ It  is  a sad  state  of  affairs,”  he  writes,  “ when  one  considers  the  destructive  nature  of  the 
dental  treatment  being  carried  out  for  the  expectant  and  nursing  mothers— the  ratio  of  teeth 
lost  to  each  tooth  saved  was  four  to  one.  When  we  consider  the  dental  condition  of  the 
pre-school  child,  the  position  is  really  tragic,  the  ratio  of  teeth  lost  to  each  tooth  saved 
was  16-5.”  Mr.  Elliott  also  reports  that  ...”  many  of  these  expectant  and  nursing  mothers 
and  parents  of  the  children  complained  that  they  were  unable  to  obtain  treatment  by  their 
own  private  practitioners.”  In  this  connection,  at  the  time  of  going  to  press,  the  Ministers 
of  Health  and  Education  and  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Scotland  have  enunciated  “ certain 
principles  which  they  consider  to  be  fundamental  to  the  proper  organisation  of  a dental 
service  for  the  priority  classes  and  to  which  in  their  view  both  short  term  and  long  term 
policy  must  have  regard.”  The  Ministers  concluded  their  statement  by  saying  that  they 
feel  ...”  that  the  improvement  of  the  special  priority  service  for  children  must  be  sought 
on  the  lines  of  expanding  the  existing  clinics  rather  than  of  transferring  part  of  the  service 
to  private  surgeries.” 

The  environmental  health  services,  both  urban  and  port,  and  the  departmental 
machinery  for  communicable  disease  control,  proceeded  with  their  customary  smoothness 
and  efficiency. 

During  the  year  the  health  department  received  the  usual  quota  of  visitors  referred 
mainly  by  Government  Departments  and  by  the  London  School  of  Hygiene  and  Tropical 
Medicine  of  the  University  of  London  There  were  41  visitors  in  all,  including  one  from 
Hong  Kong,  one  from  Chile,  one  from  Turkey,  one  from  Sarawak,  one  from  Lagos,  one 
from  the  Sudan,  one  from  Iraq,  one  from  S.  Africa,  two  from  the  U S.A.  and  13  from 
Greece. 


IX 


The  name  of  Mr.  W.  G.  Pyatt,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Urban)  appeared  in  the  New 
Year  Honours  List  (1951)  as  a Member  of  the  Order  of  the  British  Empire.  During  the 
year  he  was  also  elected  a member  of  council  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Anderson,  Senior  Medical  Officer,  was  elected  a member  of  council  of  the 
School  Health  Service  Group  of  the  Society  of  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 

Dr.  Nancy  K.  Gibbs  was  elected  an  examiner  of  the  National  Nursery  Nurses  Examina- 
tion Board. 


Staff  Changes. — At  the  end  of  April  Miss  W.  M.  Baugh  retired  from  the  post  of 
Superintendent  Nursing  Officer  after  26  years’  service  in  the  Department.  Engaged  first 
as  a health  visitor,  she  was  appointed  to  the  senior  position  in  1940.  Her  place  was  filled 
by  the  appointment  to  the  post  of  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  of  Miss  N.  M.  Osmond, 
who  had  been  deputy  to  Miss  Baugh  for  more  than  ten  years,  and  Miss  M.  J.  Price,  one  of 
the  senior  health  visitors  on  the  staff  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  thus  created. 


Publications: — 

“ The  Work  of  a Medical  Officer  of  Health,”  by  J.  Greenwood  Wilson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 
Telescope , March,  1951. 

“ Advice  as  to  Care  and  After-care,”  by  J.  Greenwood  Wilson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Monthly 
Bulletin  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  10th  September,  1951. 

“ Random  Reflections  on  a Human  Milk  Bank,”  by  J.  Greenwood  Wilson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P., 
Archives  of  Diseases  in  Childhood,  Vol.  26,  No.  129,  October,  1951. 

“ The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests,”  by  J.  Greenwood  Wilson,  M.D.,  F.R.C.P.,  Fluid 
Topics,  Vol.  2,  No.  3,  October,  1951. 


In  the  public  health  and  school  health  departments  we  were  at  all  times  sustained  in 
our  work  by  the  support  and  encouragement  of  the  health  and  education  committees  and 
by  the  City  Council.  It  is  my  personal  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  leave  of 
absence  granted  me  to  enable  my  memorable  visit  to  the  U.S.A.  and  to  Canada. 


Public  Health  Department, 
City  Hall, 

Cardiff. 


J.  GREENWOOD  WILSON. 
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GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


I— SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (acres): — 


Including  inland  water 

14,060 

Excluding  inland  water 

Population: — 

13,656 

Census,  1951 

243,627 

Registrar-General’s  estimate,  mid- 1951 

243,500 

Number  of  persons  per  acre 

16-51 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  (December, 

1951)  .. 

58,255 

Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses  per  acre  . . 

3-96 

Estimated  average  number  of  persons  per  occupied 

house  . . 

4-18 

Rateable  Value 

..  £2,120,595 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate 

£8,600 

Live  births  ..  4,327.  Birth-rate  per  1,000 

f Crude 

17-77 

\ Adjusted  by  A.C.F 

17-24 

f Crude 

13-06 

Deaths  ..  3,182  Death-rate  per  1,000  .. 

(.Adjusted  by  A.C.F 

13-85 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths — Males,  562;  Females, 

583.  Total 

1,145 

Deaths  under  one  year  ..  140.  Death  rate  per  1,000  births 

1 

32 

Death-rate  per 
,000  Total  Births 

Deaths  arising  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  or  Abortion  . 

Deaths  from  various  causes: — 

7 

Number 

1-57 

Death-rate  per 

1 ,000  population 

Typhoid  fever 

— 

— 

Measles 

2 

0-008 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

6 

0-02 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

105 

0-431 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

12 

0-049 

Cancer  . . . . . . < \ • 

499 

2-049 

Influenza  . . 

69 

0-28 

Acute  poliomyelitis 

— . 

— 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

3 

0-69  per 

1 ,000  birthi 

n 


GENERAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


II— AREA  AND  POPULATION 

The  area  of  Cardiff  (land  and  inland  water  but  excluding  foreshore)  is  14,060  acres. 

According  to  the  Census  of  1951,  the  population  of  Cardiff  was  243,627  (males 
1 15,546,  females  128,081). 

The  population  at  mid- 1951,  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General,  was  243,500, 
and  it  is  on  this  figure  that  the  vital  statistics  for  1951  are  computed. 

Ill— BIRTHS 

The  numbers  of  births  and  still-births  registered  and  allocated  to  Cardiff  during 
1951,  sub-divided  according  to  sex  and  legitimacy,  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Live  Births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Males 

2,153 

93 

2,246 

Females 

1,989 

92 

2,081 

Total 

4,142 

185 

4,327 

Still-births 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Total 

Males 

64 

4 

68 

Females 

56 

3 

59 

Total 

120 

7 

127 

The  following  is  a comparison  of  the  live  birth-rate  for  1951  and  the  preceding  ten 
years  with  the  birth-rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  for  1951: — 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 


f ]Q{;]  / Crude  . . . . 17-77 

CARDIFF  -<  iy:)1  \ Adjusted  by  A.C.F.  ..  17-24 

t 1941-1950  ..  ..  ..  19-51 

England  and  Wales,  1951  ..  ..  ..  15-5 

126  Great  Towns,  1951  ..  ..  ..  17-3 


IV— DEATHS 

Deaths  from  All  Causes. — The  total  number  of  civilian  deaths  from  all  causes  and 
at  all  ages  registered  during  the  year  and  allocated  to  Cardiff  was  3,182  (1,684  males  and 
1,498  females).  The  total  number  of  civilian  deaths  registered  in  Cardiff  was  3,393  but 
512  of  these  were  deaths  of  non-residents,  which  occurred  mainly  in  hospitals  and  nursing 
homes,  and  301  deaths  of  residents  of  Cardiff  occurred  and  were  registered  in  other  areas. 
Allowance  has  been  made  for  these  outward  and  inward  transferable  deaths  in  arriving  at 
the  net  number. 


The  following  is  a comparison  of  the  death-rate  for  1951  and  the  preceding  ten  years 
with  the  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  for  1951: — 

Death-rate 


CARDIFF 


/ Crude 

\ Adjusted  by  A.C.F. 
1941-1950 


1951 


England  and  Wales,  1951 
126  Great  Towns,  1951 


per  1,000 
13-06 
13-85 
12-51 

12- 5 

13- 4 
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The  following  table,  compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General,  shows 
the  causes  of  death  at  various  ages  during  1951: — 


All  Ages 

Age  Groups  (years) 

Causes  of  Death 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Under 

1 yr. 

1-5 

yrs. 

5-15 

yrs. 

15-45 

yrs. 

45-65 

yrs. 

65-75 

yrs. 

75  and 
over 

1.  Tuberculosis  of  Respira- 

62 

43 

105 

— 

2 

— 

51 

43 

6 

3 

tory  System 

2.  Other  Forms  of  Tuber- 

culosis 

4 

8 

12 

— 

2 

2 

5 

1 

2 

— 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease 

18 

6 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

8 

1 

4.  Diphtheria  . . 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

3 

3 

6 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Measles 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Other  infective  and  para- 

sitic  diseases 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Malignant  Neoplasm — 

31 

26 

28 

10.  Stomach 

47 

40 

87 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 1 . Lung,  Bronchus 

61 

18 

79 

— 

— 

— 

1 

43 

27 

8 

12.  Breast 

— 

36 

36 

— 

— 

2 

14 

15 

5 

13.  Uterus 

— 

27 

27 

— 

— 

1 

14 

9 

3 

14.  Other  malignant  and 

89 

86 

74 

lymphatic  neoplasm  . . 

148 

122 

270 

1 

— 

1 

19 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

6 

3 

9 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

3 

1 

16.  Diabetes 

7 

17 

24 

— 

— 

5 

3 

10 

6 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of 

125 

174 

nervous  system 

181 

200 

381 

— 

— 

— 

5 

77 

18.  Coronary  Disease, 

143 

137 

101 

Angina 

261 

127 

388 

— 

— 

— 

7 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart 

1 

34 

43 

64 

disease 

74 

68 

142 

— 

— 

— 

20.  Other  heart  diseases  . . 

177 

238 

415 

— 

— 

1 

22 

51 

101 

240 

21.  Other  circulatory 

12 

29 

85 

diseases 

61 

70 

131 

— 

— 

— 

5 

22.  Influenza 

42 

27 

69 

— 

— 

— 

5 

17 

21 

26 

23.  Pneumonia  . . 

62 

79 

141 

25 

3 

1 

5 

19 

20 

68 

24.  Bronchitis 

156 

80 

236 

3 

1 

2 

2 

60 

75 

93 

25.  Other  respiratory 

n 

diseases 

20 

12 

32 

2 

— 

— 

5 

7 

7 

26.  Ulceration  of  Stomach 

13 

10 

or  Duodenum 

22 

7 

29 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis, 

Diarrhoea 

2 

13 

15 

3 

— 

1 

— 

4 

3 

4 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

29 

11 

40 

— 

— 

1 

12 

10 

5 

12 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  the  Pros- 

15 

tate 

24 

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

3 

6 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth, 

Abortion 

— 

7 

7 

— 

• 

— 

7 

— 

— 

31.  Congenital  Malforma- 

tions 

15 

16 

31 

20 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

— 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- 

1 

33 

66 

47 

1 

88 

1 

defined  diseases 

140 

176 

316 

77 

4 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

17 

10 

27 

— 

2 

— 

18 

5 

34.  All  other  accidents 

26 

24 

50 

4 

1 

3 

9 

10 

8 

15 

35.  Suicide 

12 

10 

22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16 

4 

2 

36.  Homicide  and  operations 

of  war 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1,684 

1,498 

3,182 

140 

18 

15 

231 

813 

836 

1,129 

Percentage  of  total  deaths. . 

4-4 

0-6 

0*5 

7-3 

25-5 

26-3  35-4 

v v J 

61-7 
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Cancer. — The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  was  499  (256  males  and  243  females). 
The  deaths  are  classified  according  to  age  and  localisation  of  the  disease  in  the  preceding 
table.  The  death-rates  for  1951  compared  with  those  for  the  preceding  ten  years,  were 
as  follows: — 


Death-rate  per  1,000 

Males 

Females 

Both  Sexes 

1951 

2-20 

1-90 

205 

1941-1950  .. 

1 96 

1-72 

1 -84 

Deaths  from  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents. — The  number  of  deaths  due  to  road  traffic 
accidents  during  1951  was  27  (17  males  and  10  females),  as  compared  with  23  during  1950, 
and  with  28 — the  average  annual  number  for  the  preceding  ten  years. 


Maternal  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  arising  from  pregnancy,  childbirth  or 
abortion  was  seven,  corresponding  to  death-rates  of  1 -61  per  1,000  live  births  and  1 -57  per 
1 ,000  total  live  and  still-births. 


The  maternal  death-rate  for  1951  compared  with  the  rate  for  the  preceding  ten  years 
and  with  that  for  England  and  Wales  was  as  follows: — 

Maternal  Death-rate 
per  1,000  Total  Births 

1951  ..  ..  ..  1 -57 

1941-1950  ..  ..  2-25 

England  and  Wales  (1951)  ..  0-79 


Infant  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  of  age  was  140.  Of  these 
133  were  deaths  of  legitimate  infants  and  7 were  of  illegitimate  infants. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  1951,  compared  with  the  rate  for  the  preceding  ten 
years  and  with  the  rates  for  England  and  Wales  and  the  126  Great  Towns  for  1951,  was 
as  follows: — 


CARDIFF  {J”J.1950 

England  and  Wales,  1951 
126  Great  Towns,  1951 


Deaths  under  1 year 
per  1 ,000  Births 

32- 36 
48 
29-6 

33- 9 


TABLE  SHOWING  POPULATION,  BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES,  ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATES,  INFANT  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATES  OF  THE  20  LARGE  TOWNS  OF  ENGLAND 

AND  WALES  FOR  1951 


Birmingham 

Bradford 

Bristol 

Cardiff 

Coventry 

Croydon 

Kingston- 

upon-Hull 

Leeds 

Leicester 

Liverpool 

Manchester 

Newcastle- 

upon-Tyne 

Nottingham 

Plymouth 

Portsmouth 

Salford 

Sheffield 

Southampton 

Stoke-on-Trent 

Sunderland 

R.G.'s  estimated  population 

for  1951: 

(a)  civil 

— 

_ 



— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  total 

1,110,900 

289,800 

442,700 

243,500 

258,100 

250,300 

298,100 

503,030 

284,700 

784,800 

699,900 

291,700 

306,600 

219,700 

244,400 

176,800 

510,000 

177,300 

272,600 

179,900 

Comparability  factor: 

(a)  births 

0-96 

1 01 

0-99 

0-97 

0-94 

0-96 

1 -00 

0-96 

0-98 

0-96 

0-95 

0-97 

0-97 

1 -05 

1 -05 

0-95 

0-99 

0-99 

0-96 

1-01 

(b)  deaths 

M2 

0-97 

0-97 

1 06 

1 -26 

0-93 

1-14 

1-07 

1-01 

1-19 

1-11 

1 -09 

1 08 

1-06 

1-04 

1-14 

1-07 

1 -02 

1-21 

1-13 

Crude  birth  rate  per  1,000 

population 

Birth  rate  as  adjusted  by 

16-52 

16-46 

15-52 

17-77 

16-7 

14-5 

19-00 

16-0 

16  2 

19  9 

17-77 

16-46 

16-97 

16-49 

15-05 

17-48 

1418 

17-22 

15-839 

19-4 

factor 

15-86 

16-62 

15-37 

17-24 

15-7 

13-9 

19-00 

15-4 

15  9 

18  1 

16-88 

15-97 

16-46 

17-31 

15-80 

16-606 

14  04 

17-05 

15-168 

19-59 

Crude  death  rate  per  1,000 
population 

Death  rate  as  adjusted  by 

11-43 

15-37 

12-70 

13-06 

10-4 

11-9 

12-03 

13-5 

12-4 

13  6 

13-82 

13-38 

11-98 

12-16 

11-87 

14-0 

13-01 

12-01 

12-861 

12-5 

factor 

12-80 

14-91 

12-32 

13-85 

13-1 

11-1 

13-71 

14-5 

12-5 

16  2 

15-34 

14-58 

12-94 

12-88 

12-34 

15-96 

13-92 

12-25 

14-561 

14-12 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  live  births  . . 

29-69 

43-6 

20-37 

32 

35-6 

19 

46 

31 

25-2 

35-1 

35-29 

34-56 

32-6 

33-41 

29-64 

34-62 

30-55 

24-89 

33 

38-1 

Neonatal  mortality  rate  per 
1 ,000  live  births 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  total 

19-2 

22-2 

13-39 

18-95 

26-8 

13 

24 

17-5 

15-62 

5 

20-3 

20-18 

20-82 

20-5 

21-26 

17-68 

22-32 

19-08 

18-34 

20-38 

21  8 

births 

22-2 

23-9 

22-06 

28-51 

22-0 

21-1 

23-1 

23-5 

22-28 

24-8 

25-01 

24-57 

22-7 

23-98 

18-68 

31-03 

23-23 

20-22 

28-134 

27-1 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per 

1,000  total  births  from: 

(a)  Sepsis 

0-26 

0-41 

0-14 

— 







0-12 

0-00 

0 

0-125 

0-39 



•19 



— 

— 

0-135 

-T- 

— 

— 

(b)  Other  Causes 

0-48 

0-82 

0-85 

1 -57 

0-68 

0 81 

1-38 

0-49 

0-84 

8 

0-500 

1-10 

0-203 

•37 

0-54 

0-80 

0-94 

0-270 

•96 

0-900 

0-56 

Total 

0-74 

1-23 

0-99 

1-57 

0-68 

0 81 

1-38 

0 61 

0-84 

8 

0-625 

1 -49 

0-203 

•56 

0-54 

0-80 

0-94 

0-405 

•96 

0-900 

0-56 

Tuberculosis  rates  per 

100,000  total  population: 

(a)  Primary  notifications: 

Respiratory 

106-5 

79 

135-1 

145 

138-8 

73 

107-0 

94-6 

121 

195 

101 

166-3 

160 

114 

140-75 

125-00 

134-5 

108-29 

103-45 

154-5 

Non-Respiratory 

12-8 

20 

15  8 

23 

16-7 

12 

14-4 

20-7 

13 

20 

15 

24-34 

4-9 

20 

14-32 

16-4 

14-7 

5-64 

8-80 

28-9 

(b)  Deaths: 

Respiratory 

34-4 

29-67 

33  9 

43-1 

29-1 

20 

31-2 

33-0 

35 

52 

45 

37-71 

27-7 

42 

24-55 

49-21 

29-4 

36  1 

43-65 

46-7 

Non-Respiratory 

3-2 

6-55 

3-2 

4-9 

3-8 

5 

2-3 

3-18 

2-5 

5 

6 

4-80 

3-6 

4 

2-455 

3-39 

4-9 

4-5 

4-76 

6-6 

Death  rates  per  1,000  popula- 

tion  from: 

"Cancer  (all  forms) 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

1-78 

2-27 

1-997 

2-05 

1-57 

1 -92 

1 -90 

1 96 

2-00 

1 -98 

2- 10 

2-005 

1-9 

1 65 

2-05 

2-15 

2-009 

2 059 

1-966 

1-98 

Fever 

Meningococcal  Infections  . . 

— 

0-00 

0-002 







0-00 

0-000 











0-0036 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 



0-004 

0 01 



0-01 

0-01 

0-00 

7 

0-01 

•007 

0-010 

0-01 

•009 

0-00 



0-002 

0-006 

0-011 

0-03 

Scarlet  Fever 

0-00 

0-00 

0-002 



0-004 



1 

0-00 

0-00 

0-000 









— 

0-0 

0-00 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Influenza 

Measles  . . ’ ' ’ ’ 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

0-01 

0-10 

0-005 

0-02 



0-012 

0-03 

0-008 

0-00 

7 

0-02 

•004 

0-020 

0-02 

•01 

0-00 

0-01 1 

0-006 

0-011 

0-018 

0-17 

0-00 

0-003 













0-0035 



0-007 



0-00 







0-0 

0-00 

0-26 

0-32 

0-416 

0-28 

0-29 

0-25 

0-18 

0-29 

0-41 

0-66 

•37 

0-329 

0-32 

•136 

0-14 

0-28 

0-237 

0-259 

0-491 

0-26 

0 01 

0-017 

0-007 

0-008 

0-004 

0-008 

0-00 

0-006 

0-00 

7 

0-00 

•001 

0-003 

0-01 

■01 

0-01 

0-011 

0-008 

— 

0-0036 

0-005 

Encephalitis 

Acute  Infectious  Encephalitis 
Smallpox 

diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  . . 

0-00 

0-007 

0-009 





0-008 

0-0035 

0-01 

■003 

0-007 

o-oot 

■009 

0-00 



0-008 



0-0072 

0-00 

0-00 

0-014 







0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

■003 

0-007 



0-006 

0-002 

0017 

0-0036 

0-00 

0-00 

0-03 

0-00 

0-055 

0-009 

0-01 

0-008 

0-008 

0-07 

0-14 

0-00 

0-01 

8 

0-04 

■047 

0-000 

0-017 

0-01 

•045 

0-04 

0-09 

0-018 

0-017 

0-0 

0-11 

0-00 

0-022 

* Excluding  Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia.  f 1 death. 


* 
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The  causes  of  death  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  in  age  periods  during  1951 
(compiled  from  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General),  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: — 


Causes  of  Death 

Under 

1 week 

1—2 

weeks 

2—3 

weeks 

3—4 

weeks 

Total 

under 

4 weeks 

] 4 weeks 
—3 

months 

3—6 

months 

6—9 

months 

9—12 

months 

Total 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Measles 

Diseases  of  Ear  and  Mastoid 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Antram  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Bronchitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

12 

2 

— 

25 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  . . 
Post-natal  Asphyxia  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Atelectasis 

12 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

Congenital  Malformation 

12 

2 

1 

— 

15 

2 

2 

— 

1 

20 

Prematurity  and  Immaturity 
Other  Diseases  of  Early 

20 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

Infancy 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

All  other  causes 

12 

5 

3 

20 

4 

6 

3 

1 

34 

All  Causes 

71 

7 

4 

— 

82 

23 

22 

9 

4 

140 

Percentage 

, 50-7 

5-0 

2-9 

— 

58-6 

16-4 

15-7 

6-4 

2-9 

— 
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V— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

(Other  than  Tuberculosis) 


The  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  during  1951  is  shown  in  the  following  table.  Also 
shown  are  the  numbers  of  notified  cases  admitted  to  hospitals. 


Diseases  according  to  Notification 

Cases 

Notified 

Notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Elospitals 

Scarlet  Fever 

184 

48 

Whooping  Cough 

1,267 

108 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Measles 

3,116 

98 

Acute  Pneumonia 

262 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

16 

16 

Paralytic  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

Non-Paralytic  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . . 

13 

13 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Infective) 

— 

— 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post  Infectious)  . : 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

237 

52 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

8 

4* 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

76 

69f 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

2 

2 

Erysipelas 

50 

11 

Malaria 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning  . . 

15 

6 

* Including  4 cases  occurring  and  treated  in  Institutions, 
t Including  69  cases  occurring  and  treated  in  Institutions. 


The  only  noteworthy  increase  in  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases  during  the  year 
was  in  Whooping  Cough,  which  showed  an  increase  of  390  cases  over  the  preceding  year. 
A slight  rise  was  noted  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Meningococcal  Infection,  16  cases  occurring 
in  1951  compared  with  9 cases  in  1950.  There  were  two  cases  of  Paralytic  Acute  Polio- 
myelitis and  13  cases  of  Non-Paralytic  type.  There  were  184  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified; 
this  is  the  lowest  figure  since  1941.  The  number  of  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  fell  substantially; 
in  1950,  65  cases  were  ascertained  against  15  cases  in  1951.  A cool  summer  with  relative 
absence  of  flies  may  have  influenced  the  transmission  of  infection,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
improvement  in  food  hygiene  and  personal  hygiene  is  the  chief  cause  of  the  lower  incidence. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Scarlet  Fever  remains  a mild  disease.  During  the  year  184  cases  were 
notified,  this  is  the  lowest  incidence  since  1941,  when  an  equal  number  was  shown.  Of  the 
1 84  cases,  106  were  males  and  78  females.  The  number  of  admissions  to  the  isolation  hospital 
for  Scarlet  Fever  was  74,  of  which  48  were  true  cases.  In  very  few  instances  was  removal 
to  hospital  necessitated  by  the  nature  of  the  illness,  the  reasons  for  admission  being  lack  of 
facilities  to  isolate  the  patients,  the  nature  of  business  carried  on  at  the  home  of  the  patient, 
or  illness  of  some  other  member  of  the  family. 

The  distribution  throughout  the  City  was  fairly  uniform,  except  in  the  Roath  and 
Splott  Districts  with  27  and  26  cases  respectively.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  numbers  of 
cases  notified  in  the  past  five  years  have  been:  1947 — 434;  1948 — 595;  1949 — 301;  1950 — 289; 
1951—184. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  1,267  notifications  for  Whooping  Cough.  This  is  the 
highest  number  of  cases  in  any  year  since  the  disease  was  made  notifiable  in  1939.  It  shows 
an  increase  of  390  cases  over  the  previous  year.  The  disease  mainly  affected  children  under 
10  years  of  age,  only  89  occurring  above  that  age.  Of  the  notified  cases  144  were  children 
under  one  year.  The  sex  distribution  was  roughly  equal  but  geographical  distribution 
varied,  the  areas  of  the  City  with  the  greatest  number  of  cases  being  Gabalfa  (162),  Ely  (152), 
Penylan  (138),  Canton  (112),  and  Llandaff  (109).  Complications  of  the  illness,  bad  housing 
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conditions  and  other  family  reasons  necessitated  1 1 7 patients  being  removed  to  the  City 
Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment.  There  were  six  deaths,  four  of  which  were  in  infants  under 
one  year  and  two  in  children  under  two  years.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  for  the  past 
five  years  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


Year 

0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10- 

15 

15 

Total 

Grand 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

Sexes 

Total 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

1947  .. 

19  25 

25  25 

20  26 

25  28 

29  26 

31  38 

2 

1 

— 1 

151  170 

321 

1948  . . 

47  28 

38  47 

36  40 

23  59 

32  63 

41  67 

— 

3 

3 

4 

220  311 

531 

1949  . . 

51  43 

50  66 

68  87 

64  66 

52  53 

111  90 

4 

7 

1 

3 

401  415 

816 

1950  . . 

59  52 

57  51 

64  73 

70  87 

60  98 

83  108 

2 

3 

4 

6 

399  478 

877 

1951  .. 

79  65 

90  86 

105  92 

106  123 

118  99 

127 138 

3 

7 

6 23 

634  633 

1,267 

Diphtheria. — No  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  Cardiff  during  1950.  This  is  the  second 
year  for  this  satisfactory  statement  to  be  made.  During  the  year  15  patients  were  admitted 
to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  with  a diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  but  none  of  them  proved  to 
be  true  cases. 

Measles. — The  year  1951  started  in  the  middle  of  an  epidemic  and  while  the  past  year 
had  broken  all  previous  records  since  measles  became  a notifiable  disease  in  1939  with 
2,699  cases,  1951  exceeded  it  with  3,1 16  cases.  There  is  little  doubt  that  the  higher  incidence 
is  attributable  to  the  higher  birth  rates  of  1946-49  with  a corresponding  increase  of  children 
in  the  susceptible  age  groups. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  was  1 18  of  which  98  were 

true  cases. 


The  chief  incidence  w:as  in  the  districts  of  Ely  with  773  cases,  Gabalfa  363,  and 
Cathays  304 — in  the  other  districts  the  numbers  were  relatively  equal.  There  were  two 
deaths.  The  age  and  sex  distribution  are  tabulated  below: — 


0-1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-15 

15  years 

Total 

Grand 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

and  over 

Sexes 

Total 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

75 

82 

233  186 

256  239 

279  309 

317  279 

392  392 

26 

21 

19 

13 

1577 

1539 

3116 

The  numbers  of  cases  during  the  past  five  years  were:  1947 — 1,627;  1948 — 1,324; 
1949—2,419;  1950—2,699;  and  1951—3,116. 


Acute  Pneumonia.— There  were  262  cases  notified  during  the  year,  which  was  77  higher 
than  the  previous  year.  The  increase  was  largely  due  to  the  influenzal  type  of  pneumonia 
which  predominated  between  the  first  week  of  January  and  the  end  of  February,  during 
which  period  117  cases  of  penumonia  were  notified.  No  cases  were  admitted  to  the  City 
Isolation  Hospital,  but  undoubtedly  many  cases  were  admitted  to  the  General  Hospitals 
in  the  area.  The  deaths  cannot  be  co-related  with  the  notifications  because  the  Registrar 
General’s  heading  “ Pneumonia  ” covers  deaths  from  all  types  of  pneumonia.  The  sex  and 
aee  distribution  of  the  cases  are  shown  below: — 


0-1 

years 

1 2 
years 

2-3 

years 

3-4 

years 

4-5 

years 

5-10 

yedrs 

10-20 

years 

20-45 

years 

45-65 

years 

65  yrs. 
& over 

Total 

Sexes 

Grand 

Total 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

6 5 

8 5 

5 4 

4 2 

1 4 

12  8 

3 6 

25  21 

31  28 

39  45 

134  128 

262 

The  numbers  of  cases  notified  for  the  past  five  years  were:  1947 — 236;  1948 — 185; 
1949—259;  1950—185;  1951— 262. 
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Meningococcal  Infection. — There  were  16  cases  notified  during  the  year,  five  of  which 
did  not  originate  in  Cardiff,  but  were  admitted  to  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  where  the 
diagnosis  was  confirmed  and  consequently  were  passed  through  the  weekly  return  of 
Infectious  Diseases  to  the  Registrar  General  for  the  City.  Apart  from  these  outside  cases 
there  was  an  increase  of  two  over  the  preceding  year.  Only  one  death  occurred  which  has 
no  relationship  to  the  above-mentioned  cases,  as  it  was  noted  from  the  Registrar  General’s 
return  of  Transferable  Deaths.  It  relates  to  a man  of  35  years  who  died  at  Morganstown. 
The  number  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  for  this  disease  was  70,  of  which  14 
were  true  cases.  Two  infants  were  nursed  throughout  their  illness  at  the  Cardiff  Royal 
Infirmary.  The  sex  and  age  distribution  of  the  Meningococcal  Infection  cases  were: — 


0-1 

years 

1-2 

years 

2-3 

years 

3-4 

years 

4-5 

years 

5-10 

years 

10-20 

years 

20-45 

years 

45-65 

years 

65  yrs. 
& over 

Total 

Sexes 

Grand 

Total 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

3 3 

1 - 

1 

2 2 

- 1 

- 1 

- 1 

1 - 

- - 

- - 

7 

9 

16 

The  numbers  of  cases  for  the  past  five  years  were  as  follows:  1947 — 24;  1948 — 20; 
1949—7;  1950—9;  1951—16. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic  and  non-Paralytic). — It  is  good  to  report  that  1951  did 
not  cause  any  of  the  anxieties  of  the  previous  years,  15  cases  were  notified  but  only  in  two 
instances  was  the  paralytic  type  recorded,  the  other  13  cases  were  non-paralytic  and  made 
an  uncomplicated  recovery.  The  details  of  the  two  cases  with  paralysis  are  as  follows: — • 

S.B.—  A male  child  of  1£  years  was  thought  by  the  parents  to  have  a congenital  flat  foot 
which  they  first  noticed  in  February,  1951.  During  the  month  of  March,  the  child  was  taken  to 
the  Prince  of  Wales  Orthopaedic  Hospital  for  treatment.  It  was  in  May,  when  receiving  treatment 
at  the  Hospital  that  a wasting  of  the  left  calf  was  noticed.  A diagnosis  of  Poliomyelitis  was  made. 
The  patient  was  nursed  at  home  but  continued  as  an  outpatient  of  the  Hospital. 

F.F. — A female  of  55  years  arrived  in  this  country  from  Poland  on  the  7th  September,  1951, 
stayed  at  Felixstowe  until  10th  September,  and  then  at  Sussex  until  13th  September.  While 
on  a holiday  with  friends  in  Cardiff  she  was  taken  ill.  She  first  complained  of  fatigue  on  the  13th. 
On  the  18th  she  had  a stiff  neck  and  paralysis  of  the  shoulder  and  legs.  She  was  removed  to  the 
City  Isolation  Hospital  on  the  same  day.  She  was  put  into  an  iron  lung  on  the  23rd  September 
with  paralysis  of  the  diaphragm,  arms  above  elbow  joints,  and  legs  above  the  knee  joints.  She 
was  removed  from  the  iron  lung  on  the  18th  December,  but  in  April,  1952,  was  still  in  hospital. 

All  the  cases  notified  were  investigated  at  their  homes  but  nothing  of  an  unusual 
character  was  brought  to  light. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  stop  diphtheria  immunisation  at  any  period  during  the 
year. 

The  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital  for  the  disease  was  10, 
of  which  four  were  true  cases  but  there  were  10  patients  sent  in  as  meningococcal  infection 
which  were  finally  diagnosed  as  Poliomyelitis.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  age  and  sex 
distribution  for  the  past  five  years  are  set  out  in  the  following  table: — 


under 

1- 

-3 

3- 

-5 

5- 

10 

10-15 

15- 

■25 

25- 

35 

35-45 

45-65 

65  yrs. 

Total 

Grand 

Year 

1 year 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

years 

& over 

Sexes 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M F 

M F 

M F 

M 

F 

1947  . . 

_ 

1 

5 

1 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

1 

6 

2 

1 

2 

1 - 

22 

9 

31 

1948  . . 

1 

- 

5 

2 

2 

3 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 - 

- 1 

- - 

14 

11 

25 

1949  . . 

2 

1 

4 

1 

4 

3 

1 

2 

1 

- 

3 

- 

2 

1 

17 

8 

25 

1950  .. 

1 

1 

1 

3 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

3 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

- - 

1 

- - 

8 

7 

15 

1951  .. 

1 

I 

~ 

“ 

1 

2 

1 

2 

4 

1 

- 1 

- 1 

8 

7 

15 

Acute  Encephalitis  (Post  Infectious). — One  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  year. 
A female  child  of  5£  years  developed  chickenpox  and  7 days  after  developed  post  infectious 
encephalitis.  She  was  admitted  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital.  The  general  condition  was 
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good,  but  the  cervical  inguinal  and  axillary  glands  were  palpable  and  the  plantar  response 
was  abnormal.  She  complained  of  earache  two  days  after  admission  for  no  apparent  reason. 
She  remained  in  Hospital  15  days  and  made  full  recovery. 


Erysipelas. — Fifty  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  15  males  and  35  females.  Of 
these  1 1 were  removed  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital.  It  is  not  possible  to  state  whether 
there  were  any  deaths  as  this  disease  is  not  separately  classified  in  the  Registrar  General’s 
Returns.  During  the  past  five  years  the  numbers  of  cases  recorded  were  as  follows: — 
1947—42;  1948—48;  1949—67;  1950—64;  and  1951—50. 


Malaria. — Two  cases  were  notified  in  1951  in  both  of  which  the  disease  was  contracted 
abroad.  One  was  a male  of  36  years  and  the  other  a female  of  26  years.  They  were  admitted 
to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  past  five  years  the  numbers  of  cases  recorded  were:  1947 — 2;  1948 — 1; 
1949—3;  1950—2;  and  1951—2. 


Gastro-Intestinal  Infections. — During  the  year  much  time  has  been  spent  in  the  preven- 
tion of  spread  of  the  gastro-intestinal  infections.  The  co-operation  of  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  Service  is  greatly  appreciated.  A large  measure  of  control  is  secured  by  the 
prompt  communication  of  positive  results  from  specimens  submitted  by  various  channels 
to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  thus  enabling  the  field  investigators  to  act  as  soon 
as  possible  in  tracking  to  its  source  a reservoir  of  infection. 


Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. — No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified  in  the  year. 
There  were  two  cases  of  paratyphoid  fever  notified  in  Cardiff  and  one  additional  patient 
from  the  City  was  admitted  to  a hospital  outside  the  area  and  was  therefore  not  notified  as 
a local  infection.  The  three  cases  were  sporadic  infections  but  each  was  fully  investigated 
in  order  to  try  and  ascertain  the  source  of  the  infection.  In  one  case  sewer  swabs  were 
placed  at  both  ends  of  the  street  sewer  in  an  attempt  to  trace  a local  carrier.  These  results 
were  shown  to  be  negative  and  in  no  instance  was  it  possible  to  trace  the  ultimate  source  of 
infection.  This  is  not  surprising  with  three  unrelated  cases. 

There  were  no  deaths  from  paratyphoid  infection.  The  notified  cases  for  the  past  five 
years  have  been:  1947—8;  1948 — nil;  1949 — nil;  1950 — 2;  and  1951 — 3. 


Dysentery. — As  in  recent  years,  there  has  been  a substantial  number  of  infections  with 
Sonne  dysentery  and  of  the  237  cases  of  dysentery  notified,  no  less  than  231  were  due  to 
the  Sonne  type.  Children  under  10  years  were  chiefly  infected — four-fifths  of  the  patients 
falling  into  this  age  group.  Nursery  schools  proved  a common  factor  in  many  instances 
and  in  order  to  minimise  this  risk,  a routine  faecal  swab  is  obtained  from  all  children  on 
admission.  These  infections  have  been  troublesome  but  not  dangerous,  the  illness  being  of 
a mild  character  with  no  deaths.  The  City  Isolation  Hospital  admitted  65  patients  and  the 
hospital  confirmed  the  diagnosis  in  58  cases.  The  bacteriological  findings  were  as  follows: — 

Shigella  Sonnei  ..  ..  231 

Shigella  Flexnor  . . . . 1 

Unidentified  . . . . 5 
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The  numbers  of  cases  notified  in  the  last  5 years  have  been:  1947 — 36;  1948 — 104- 
1949—70;  1950—248;  1951—237. 


Food  Poisoning. — During  the  year  15  cases  were  notified  as  against  69  in  the  previous 
year.  All  the  cases,  except  in  one  instance,  were  notified  by  private  practitioners.  Investiga- 
tions were  carried  out  by  the  Department  to  discover  the  infected  food.  Two  cases  sickened 
as  a result  of  eating  pork  pies  and  two  further  cases  sickened  with  a strong  suspicion  that  the 
infected  food  was  black  pudding.  The  organism  was  recovered  from  the  faecal  specimen  in 
all  the  cases.  Where  there  is  more  than  one  case  involving  the  same  article  of  food  the 
occurrence  is  considered  a food  poisoning  outbreak.  Two  such  outbreaks  involving  two 
patients  each  occurred  during  the  past  year. 

In  the  first  outbreak  a woman  of  47  years  was  admitted  to  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary 
for  observation  with  a history  of  abdominal  pain,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea,  and  after  a few 
days  a provisional  diagnosis  of  paratyphoid  B was  made  and  the  patient  was  removed  to 
the  City  Isolation  Hospital.  Later,  however,  the  organism  was  typed  as  Salmonella  Dublin. 
Faecal  specimens  were  obtained  from  all  the  other  members  of  the  family,  one  of  which 
produced  the  same  organism  as  the  patient.  He  was  a man  of  22  years,  and  a son  of  the 
patient — he  had  had  no  illness.  The  question  of  the  food  which  had  been  eaten  by  the  family 
was  investigated  and  it  was  found  that  the  two  persons  who  were  infected  were  the  only 
persons  who  had  eaten  black  pudding  on  the  day  preceding  the  illness  of  the  patient.  Efforts 
were  made  to  get  some  of  the  suspected  food,  but  owing  to  the  time  which  had  elapsed 
between  the  sickening  and  the  finding  of  the  organism,  none  was  available.  The  case  made 
an  uneventful  recovery. 

The  second  outbreak  again  involved  two  persons  and  was  unique.  One  pork  pie  was 
eaten  in  a Cardiff  cafe  and  the  other  at  the  Station  Restaurant,  Southampton.  Both  pies 
were  of  the  same  make  and  were  probably  of  the  same  batch  as  they  were  eaten  within 
24  hours  of  one  another.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  town  in  which  the  pie 
factory  was  situated  was  informed  and  from  his  reply  it  was  evident  that  the  outbreak  was 
fairly  extensive.  One  patient  was  a man  of  30  years,  resident  in  Cardiff,  and  the  other  a 
man  of  24  years  who  was  working  at  Southampton  and  was  on  his  way  home  to  Cardiff 
when  he  purchased  the  pie.  The  symptoms  in  both  cases  were  similar,  i.e.,  headache, 
pyrexia,  abdominal  pain,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea.  Both  cases  were  nursed  at  home.  The 
organism  was  Salmonella  Typhi  Murium.  The  other  1 1 cases  were  individual  cases  in 
separate  households.  One  of  the  patients  was  removed  to  the  City  Isolation  Hospital.  There 
were  no  deaths. 

The  particulars  in  the  table  below  are  summarised  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the 
Minister  of  Health. 


Total  Number 

Number  of 

Number  of 

Organism 

Food  involved 

of  Outbreaks 

Cases 

Deaths 

1 

2 

Nil 

Salmonella  Dublin 

? Black  Pudding 

1 

2 

Salmonella  Typhimurium 

Pork  Pies 

*6 

Salmonella  Enderaclites 

Unknown 

*3 

*1 

Salmonella  Newport 

*1 

” 

Salmonella  Monte  Video 

* individual  cases. 


The  number  of  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified  for  the  past  five  years  is  as  follows: 
1949—5;  1948—4;  1949—12;  1950—69;  195f — 15. 


CITY  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL 


The  total  number  of  patients  admitted  to  the  Cardiff  Isolation  Hospital  during  the 
year  was  792.  Of  these,  597  were  normally  resident  in  the  city.  In  the  following  table  these 
latter  cases  are  classified  into  “ disease  on  admission  ” and  “ disease  as  diagnosed  in 
hospital.” 


Disease  on  Admission 

Diphtheria 

15 

Hospital  Diagnosis 

Scarlet  Fever 

78 

52 

Whooping  Cough 

117 

109 

Measles 

118 

109 

Pneumonia 

1 

1 

Poliomyelitis — Paralytic 

2 

1 

„ — Non  Paralytic 

9 

13 

Meningitis 

72 

15 

Smallpox 

— 

Encephalitis 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

65 

58 

Para-typhoid 

7 

3 

Typhoid 

1 

— 

Erysipelas 

14 

11 

Chicken  Pox 

15 

13 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

7 

Miscellaneous 

63 

188 

Hospital  Staff  . . 

16 

16 

597 

597 

Total  number  of  patients  admitted — 792. 

Total  number  of  patients  normally  resident  in  Cardiff — 597. 
Number  of  patients  normally  resident  outside  Cardiff — 195. 


Classification  by  age  and  sex  of  notifiable  diseases  for  the  year  1951: 
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VI— TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis. — The  following  tables  show  the  age  distribution  and 
localisation  of  the  disease  among  new  cases  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  department  during  1951: — 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  by  Age  and  Sex: — 


New  Cases 


Age  Periods — 

Tuberculosis  of  the 

Years 

Respiratory  System 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0—1 

1—5 

1 

7 

5 

1 

12 

4 

6 

10 

5—10 

8 

2 

10 

1 

2 

3 

10—15 

6 

6 

12 

1 

4 

5 

15—20 

15 

17 

32 

3 

2 

5 

20—25 

28 

32 

60 

4 

3 

7 

25—35 

49 

54 

103 

7 

10 

17 

35—45 

22 

26 

48 

— 

3 

3 

45—55 

27 

8 

35 

1 

3 

4 

55—65 

24 

5 

29 

1 

1 

2 

65  and  upwards 

9 

3 

12 

— 

2 

2 

Total 

196 

158 

354 

22 

36 

58 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  by  Localisation  of  Disease  and  Sex: — 


Form  of  Tuberculosis 

New  Cases 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory  System  . . 

196 

158 

354 

Nervous  System 

2 

8 

10 

Intestines  and  Peritoneum  . . 

2 

3 

5 

Vertebral  Column 

3 

3 

6 

Bones  and  Joints 

3 

7 

10 

Cervical  Glands 

6 

13 

19 

Other  Forms  . . 

6 

2 

8 

Total 

218 

194 

412 

Known  Cases  of  Tuberculosis. — Cases  of  tuberculosis  remaining  on  the  register  of 
notifications  at  the  end  of  1951  were  as  follows: — 


notifications  at  the  end  of  1951  were  as  follows: — 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System: — 

Males  ..  ..  ..  ..  ••  1,127 

Females  . . . . . . . . • • 969 


Total  . . . . 2,096 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis: — 

Males  . . . . . . • • • • 1^0 

Females  . . . . . . • • • • 237 


Total  ..  ..  417 


Grand  Total  ..  2,513 


During  1951,  the  health  nurses  made  4,698  visits  to  homes  of  patients. 
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Deaths. — The  numbers  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  system  and 
from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  during  1951  were  105  and  12,  the  death-rates  per  1,000 
population  being  0-43  and  0-05  respectively.  The  tuberculosis  death-rates  per  1,000  in 
each  of  the  ten  years  1942-1951  were  as  follows: — 


Year 

Tuberculosis  of 
the  Respiratory 
System 

Other  Forms 
of 

Tuberculosis 

All  Forms 
of 

Tuberculosis 

1942  

0-80 

0-12 

0-92 

1943  

0-78 

012 

0-90 

1944  

0-67 

012 

0-79 

1945  

0-81 

009 

0-90 

1946  

0-73 

0-15 

0-88 

1947  

0-70 

010 

0-80 

1948  

0-68 

006 

0-74 

1949  

0-64 

0 04 

0-68 

1950  

0-46 

003 

0-49 

1951  

0-43 

005 

0-48 

The  two  following  tables  show  the  age  distribution  and  localisation  of  the  disease 
among  the  deaths  from  tuberculosis  during  1951. 


Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  by  Age  and  Sex: — 


Deaths 

Age  Periods — Years 

Tuberculosis  of  the 

Respiratory  System 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

0—1  

1—5  

— 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5—15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

15—25  

4 

3 

7 

1 

1 

2 

25—35  

9 

13 

22 

— 

1 

1 

35—45  

12 

10 

22 

I 

1 

2 

45—55  

15 

8 

23 

— 

1 

1 

55—65  

17 

3 

20 

— 

— 

— 

65—75  

5 

1 

6 

1 

1 

2 

75  and  upwards 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . . 

62 

43 

105 

4 

8 

12 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  by  Sex  and  Localisation  of  Disease: — 


Form  of  Tuberculosis 

Deaths 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Respiratory  System  . . 

62 

43 

105 

Meninges  and  Central  Nervous  System  . . 

2 

6 

8 

Intestines,  Peritoneum  and  Mesenteric  Glands  . . 

— 

1 

1 

Bones  and  Joints 

2 

1 

3 

Genito-urinary  System 

— 

— 

— 

Disseminated  Tuberculosis  .. 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

66 

51 

117 

15 


The  number  and  percentage  of  cases  that  were  previously  unknown  to  the  department 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  figures: — 


Total 

Deaths  of  Cases 

Number 

previously  unknown 

of  Deaths 

Number 

Percentage 

Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System 

105 

11 

10-5 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

12 

2 

16-7 

Total 

117 

13 

111 

Treatment. — The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  examination  and  treatment 
of  Cardiff  cases  under  the  scheme  of  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  during  1951. 


New  Cases: — 

Examined  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,908 


Found  tuberculous: — 

(a)  Pulmonary  . . . . . . . . . . 235 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary  . . . . . . . . 41 

Found  non-tuberculous  . . . . . . • • 3,268 


Other  cases  previously  doubtful  found  on  re-examination  to  be 
tuberculous: — 

(a)  Pulmonary 

(b)  Non-Pulmonary 
Found  non-tuberculous 


43 

2 

279 


( 


RESIDENTIAL  TREATMENT 
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Awaiting  Residential 

1 Treatment  (i.e.  ,on  Waiting 
list)  at  31st  December,  1951 

Total 

OS  t"- 

SO 

SO 

<N 

m *-h 

•'3* 

Under 

15  years 

r-  Tt 

- 

- « 

<N 

Over 

15  years 

52 

63 

ST) 

" | 

<N 

Receiving 
Residential 
Treatment  at 

31st  December, 
1951 

117 

104 

221 

Os  SO 

bO 

c 

□ t 

-O  o 

T3  ; 

2 a 
. - s 

E * 
-o 
< 

i i vaiuivm  ui  i mv 

1st  January, 

1951 

180 

156 

336 

21 

17 

38 

Receiving 

Residential 

T mot  mnn  f of 

144 

94 

OO 

m 

(N 

12 

23 

35 

Awaiting 

Residential  Treatment  at 

1st  January,  195 1 

a 

o 

H 

8J7 

6£ 

87 

<N  <N 

Under 

15  years 

m m 

so 

(N  — 

m 

Over 

15  years 

36 

45 

OO 

1 - 

- 

Respiratory: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Other  Forms: 

Males 

Females 

Total 

17 


VII— VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  returns  relating  to  persons  dealt  with  at  the  venereal 
disease  treatment  centres  during  1951. 


Cardiff 

Royal 

Infirmary 

Royal 

Hamad- 

ryad 

Seamen’s 

Hospital* 

Auxiliary 
Centre  for 
Mothers 
and 

Children 

Institu- 

tions 

outside 

Cardiff 

Total 

Number  of  persons  residing  in  Cardiff 
dealt  with  during  the  year  for  the  first 
time  and  found  to  be  suffering  from: 
Syphilis 

40 

36 

8 

84 

Gonorrhoea 

134 

65 

2 

1 

202 

Other  Conditions 

312 

62 

214 

1 

589 

Total 

486 

163 

224 

2 

875 

* The  figures  relate  to  seamen,  whether  residents  of  Cardiff  or  not. 


Pathological  material  was  submitted  from  patients  attending  the  Auxiliary  Centre 
for  Mothers  and  Children,  as  follows: — 


Microscopical: — 

For  Syphilis  . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

For  Gonorrhoea  . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Serum: — 

For  Syphilis  . . . . . . . . . • • • 163 

For  Gonorrhoea  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 

Other  Tests  for  diagnosis  of  Venereal  disease  . . . . 299 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  all  persons  dealt  with  for  the  first  time  at 
the  Cardiff  treatment  centres  during  each  of  the  years  1945-1951: — 


Year 

Sylphilis 

Soft 

Chancre 

Gonorrhaea 

Other 

Conditions 

Total 

Percentage  of 
First  Attenders 
found 

Non-venereal 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Both 

Sexes 

1945 

436 

124 

61 

518 

182 

350 

328 

1,365 

634 

1,999 

33-9 

1946 

462 

190 

59 

1 

855 

140 

867 

308 

2,243 

639 

2,882 

40-8 

1947 

408 

127 

57 



767 

80 

604 

268 

1,836 

475 

2,311 

390 

1948 

357 

98 

77 

1 

764 

49 

654 

257 

1,852 

405 

2,257 

40-4 

1949 

247 

64 





616 

53 

679 

259 

1,542 

376 

1,918 

48-9 

1950 

212 

78 





506 

43 

592 

283 

1,310 

404 

1,714 

510 

1951 

189 

46 

— 

— 

521 

38 

543 

301 

1,253 

385 

1,638 

51-5 

c 


The  following  table  gives  the  results  of  treatment  and  other  particulars  regarding 
all  persons  dealt  with  at  the  Cardiff  centres  during  1951 : — 


Syphilis 

Gonor- 

rhoEea 

Other 

Conditions 

Total 

M. 

F, 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Both 

Sexes 

Number  of  cases  under  treatment  or  obser- 
vation on  1st  January 

161 

151 

86 

25 

42 

68 

289 

244 

533 

Number  of  cases  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time* 

189 

46 

521 

38 

543 

301 

1,253 

385 

1,638 

Number  of  cases  discharged  after  completion 
of  treatment  and  final  tests  of  cure 

69 

47 

317 

17 

508 

278 

894 

342 

1,236 

Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
before  completion  of  treatment 

58 

3 

60 

118 

3 

121 

Number  of  cases  which  ceased  to  attend 
after  completion  of  treatment  but  before 
final  test  of  cure  . . 

43 

25 

88 

6 

131 

31 

162 

Number  of  cases  known  to  have  died 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3** 

Number  of  cases  transferred  to  other  centres 
or  to  institutions,  or  to  care  of  private 
practitioners 

45 

9 

58 

5 

11 

114 

14 

128 

Number  of  cases  remaining  under  treatment 
or  observation  on  31st  December 

132 

113 

84 

35 

66 

91 

282 

239 

521 

* Including  cases  that  returned  after  being  removed  from  the  registers  and  cases  transferred  from 
other  centres. 


**  From  “ other  causes  ” — 3 males. 
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VIII— NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

The  number  of  centres  in  operation  during  the  year  remained  unchanged,  but  owing 
to  the  transfer  of  the  central  school  clinic  to  other  premises  some  distance  from  the  area, 
the  child  welfare  clinics  were  transferred  from  Corbett  Road  to  the  Crwys  Road  Methodist 
Church.  Also,  at  the  other  end  of  the  city,  alternative  accommodation  had  to  be  found  for 
child  welfare  clinics  while  alterations  and  extensions  (commenced  in  1950)  to  the  Wessex 
Street  premises  were  being  carried  out.  The  work  was  completed  and  the  premises  re- 
opened in  March. 

Details  of  the  work  done  at  these  centres,  of  home  visitation  by  health  visitors  and  of 
specialist  and  other  services  related  thereto,  are  given  as  follows: — 


Live-births  and  Still-births — Sources  of  Notification 

The  following  statement  shows  the  numbers  of  live-births  and  still-births  notified  as 
having  occurred  in  Cardiff  during  1951,  according  to  the  source  of  notification: — 


Notified  by: — 

Live-births 

Still-births 

Total 

Municipal  Midwives 

949 

15 

964 

Midwives  of  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing 

925 

14 

939 

Private  Midwives  (Domiciliary) 

44 

— 

44 

Private  Midwives  (Nursing  Homes) 

642 

12 

654 

Parents 

6 

2 

8 

Maternity  Hospital  (Cardiff  Royal 
Infirmary) 

461 

31 

492 

St.  David’s  Hospital  . . 

1,910 

83 

1,993 

Transferred  from  other  areas  . . 

30 

— 

30 

Total 

4,967* 

157f 

5,124 

* Including  679  not  belonging  to  Cardiff.  t Including  33  not  belonging  to  Cardiff. 


Infant  Welfare  Centres 


Total  number  of  sessions  held 

Attendances — Children  under  1 year: — 

First 

Subsequent 

3,317 
. . 43,845 

1,241 

47,162 

Children  1-5  years: — 

First 

Subsequent 

384 

. . 12,458 

Total 

. . 60,004 

Average  attendance  at  each  session 

48 

The  total  number  of  children  under  five  years  of  age  who  were  attending  the  Centres 
at  31st  December  was  7,990,  of  whom  3,1 16  were  under  one  year  and  4,874  were  over  one. 
The  number  of  individual  children  who  attended  at  some  time  during  the  year  was  1 1,568. 


20 


Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics — 

Total  number  of  sessions  held  (combined  sessions)  . . 856 

Attendances  (ante-natal): — 

First  . . . . . . . . 2,572 

Subsequent  ..  ..  ..  12,272 

Attendances  (post-natal): — 

First  ..  ..  ..  ..  31 

Subsequent  . . . . . . 7 


Total  ..  ..  14,882 


Average  attendance  at  each  session  . . . . 17 

Special  Post-natal  Sessions — 

Number  of  sessions  held  . . . . . . . . 72 

Attendances — 

First  . . . . . . . . 938 

Subsequent  . . . . . . 149 


Total  ..  ..  1,087 


Average  attendance  at  each  session  . . . . . . 15 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year  is  shown  in  relation  to  the  number  of  notified  births  (live  and  still) 
belonging  to  Cardiff  as  follows: — 

(a)  Total  number  of  notified  births  belonging  to  Cardiff  4,412 
(, b ) Number  of  expectant  mothers  who  attended  the  ante- 
natal clinics  . . . . . . . . 2,572 

(c)  Percentage  of  notified  births  represented  by  ( b ) . . 58-29 


Blood  testing  for  the  Wassermann  Reaction  was  continued.  The  number  of  specimens 
submitted  was  2,309  of  which  8 (or  0-3  per  cent)  were  found  positive. 

Birth  Control. — The  number  of  cases  referred  to  the  Cardiff  Mothers’  Advisory  Clinic 
on  medical  grounds,  for  advice  as  to  further  pregnancies,  was  34. 


Radiography. — Individual  cases  referred  from  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
for  radiography  numbered  35;  the  total  number  of  radiograms  taken  being  47. 

Details  of  the  parts  for  which  the  cases  were  referred  are: — 

Spine  . . . . 4 


Hips 

Arm 

Hand 

Leg 

Foot 


23 

4 

2 

1 

2 


Crippling  Defects  and  Orthopaedics. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  at  the  orthopaedic  clinic  during  1951: — 


Children  under 

Consulation  Clinic: — School  Age 

Examined  for  first  time  . . . . . . 503 

Recommendations  for: — 

Treatment  in  Hospital  . . . . . . . . 8 

Treatment  at  Clinic  (Special  and  Routine)  ..  176 

Application  of  plaster  at  Clinic  . . . . . . 85 

Appliances  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Alterations  to  appliances  . . . . . . — 

Alterations  to  boots  . . . . . . . . 502 


21 


Children  under 
School  Age 

Attendances  at  Clinic  . . . . ..  . . 2,116 

Discharged  or  failed  to  attend  . . . . . . 193 

Treatments  at  Clinic: — 

Massage  . . . . . . . . . . 28 

Radiant  Heat  . . . . . . . . — 

Faradism  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Exercises — Posture  . . . . . . . . 11 

Feet  . . . . . . . . 24 

Asthma  . . . . . . . . 82 

Re-education  . . . . . . 432 

Plasters  . . . . . . . . . . 431 

Manipulations  . . . . . . . . 455 

Strappings  . . . . . . . . . . 609 

The  following  statement  relates  to  treatment  at  and  provision  of  appliances,  etc., 
through  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  Cardiff,  during  1951: — 

Children  under 

Hospital  Treatment: — School  Age 

Admitted  to  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital: — 

(a)  Day  Cases  . . . . . . . . 1 

(b)  Other  Cases  . . . . . . . . 3 

Under  treatment  at  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  at  end 

of  1951  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

On  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  waiting  list  at  end  of  1951: — 

(a)  Day  Cases  . . . . . . . . 1 

(b)  Other  Cases  . . . . . . . . 16 

Other  treatment  or  provision  ( including  appliances,  etc., 
provided  following  hospital  treatment): — 

Appliances  provided  . . . . . . . . 35 

Appliances  altered  . . . . . . . . 18 

Alterations  to  boots  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,104 

Other  forms  of  treatment  provided  ..  ..  1,631 

Nose  and  Throat  Defects — 

Number  examined  for  the  first  time  . . . . 469 

Received  operative  treatment  in  hospital  . . 56 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment  at  Clinic  . . 85 

Total  attendances  at  Clinic  . . . . . . 825 

Visual  Defects — 

Attended  Clinic  for  the  first  time  . . . . 674 

Examined  for  errors  of  refraction  . . . . 389* 

Spectacles  prescribed  . . . . . . • • 243* 

* Including  cases  first  examined  in  and  carried  over  from  1950. 

Maternity  Outfits. — Maternity  Outfits  are  made  available  in  all  cases  of  home  con- 
finements, where  necessary.  The  number  supplied  was  1,947. 

Domestic  Help. — Notes  on  this  service  are  included  in  the  appropriate  section  of  the 
report,  but  it  is  recorded  here  that  the  number  of  instances  in  which  domestic  help  was 
provided  during  the  year  in  cases  of  confinement  was  170. 
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Care  of  Illegitimate  Children. — Admission  to  the  Salvation  Army  Home  (“  North- 
lands ”),  of  unmarried  expectant  mothers,  was  arranged  through  the  Authority  in  47 
instances  during  the  year. 


Care  of  Premature  Infants. — The  follow  up  scheme  described  in  earlier  reports  was 
continued  throughout  the  year,  special  visits  being  made  in  the  case  of  such  babies  born  at 
home.  Altogether  330  premature  babies  were  notified  as  having  been  bom  in  Cardiff 
during  the  year,  and  110  of  them  were  born  at  home,  the  remainder  (220)  occurring  in 
hospitals  and  nursing  homes.  Thirty-eight  of  those  born  in  hospitals  had  home  addresses 
outside  the  city,  and  this  left  a total  of  260  plus  five  (5)  Cardiff  babies  born  in  hospitals 
outside  for  attention  at  some  time  or  another  (i.e.,  before  or  after  hospital  residence)  by 
the  officers  of  the  local  health  authority.  The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  health  visitors 
to  premature  babies  was  1,410. 


Maternity  Homes. — At  31st  December,  1951,  ten  Nursing  Homes  remained  on  the 
Register,  six  having  accommodation  for  maternity  cases.  The  number  of  beds  provided  for 
maternity  cases  was  52. 

Other  accommodation  for  maternity  cases  is  provided  in  two  local  General  Hospitals, 
viz.,  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  and  St.  David’s  Hospital. 


Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948 

Number  of  premises  registered  at  31st  December,  1951  . . 2 

Number  of  children  provided  for  . . . . . . 40 

Number  of  Registered  Daily  Minders  at  31st  December,  1951  1 

Number  of  children  provided  for  ..  ..  ..  12 


Home  Visitation. — A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Health  Nurses  is  as 
follows: — 


Births — First  visits 

Births  and  infant  deaths — Combined  visits 
Infant  death  investigations 
Still-births  investigations 

Subsequent  visits 


Ante-natal  cases 
Post-natal  cases 


Infants  under  one  year 
Children  over  one  year 
First  visits 
Re-visits 
First  visits 
Re-visits 


Infectious  and  Contagious  diseases: — 
Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

Whooping  Cough 
Scabies  . . . . First  visits 

Diabetic  and  Gastric  Cases  ^Re-^isits*^ 


f First  visits 
\ Re-visits  . . 
J First  visits 
\ Re-visits 


Immunisation  Visits 
Clinic  Visits 
Vaccination  visits 
Paediatric  visits 
Mental  Deficiency  visits 
Premature  Infants  visits 
Special  Contact-tracing  visits 
Other  visits  (including  ineffectual  visits) 


3,841 

35 

90 

111 

13,587 

34,790 

644 

181 

3,140 

824 


7 

25 

1,133 

49 

5 

290 

1,428 

4,921 

1,031 

3,965 

2,393 

1,065 

1,410 

185 

14,944 


90,094 
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DENTAL  TREATMENT,  1951 

REPORT  OF  MR.  D.  W.  ELLIOT,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  SENIOR 
DENTAL  OFFICER 


The  following  is  a record  of  all  forms  of  Dental  Treatment  carried  out  during  1951 
in  connection  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  i.e.,  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and 
young  children. 


Expectant 

Mothers 

Nursing 

Mothers 

Pre- 

School 

Children 

Total 

(a)  Numbers  provided  with  dental  care: — 

Referred  for  treatment  by  M.O.’s 

784 

127 

741 

1,652 

Attended  for  inspection 

638 

121 

700 

1,459 

Found  to  be  in  need  of  treatment 

623 

118 

653 

1,394 

Treated  for  first  time 

469 

89 

571 

1,129 

Made  dentally  fit 

343 

83 

597 

1,023 

Attendances  for  treatment 

1,414 

424 

761 

2,599 

C b ) Treatment  provided: — 

Teeth  filled 

361 

72 

80 

513 

Teeth  extracted  . . 

1,430 

365 

1,323 

3,118 

Silver  Nitrate  treatment 

8 

5 

14 

27 

Dressings 

65 

18 

50 

133 

Scalings  with  gum  treatment 

173 

27 

4 

204 

Scalings  . . 

88 

9 

4 

101 

Extractions  under  local  anaesthesia 

30 

7 

37 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics 

439 

101 

652 

1,192 

Mothers  supplied  with  dentures 

115 

57 

172 

Dentures  supplied: — 

Full  upper 

55 

30 



85 

Partial  upper 

57 

25 



82 

Full  lower 

30 

16 



46 

Partial  lower  . . . . . . 

41 

11 

— 

52 

Number  of  Sessions — 316.  Number  of  Radiographs — 6. 


Consequent  upon  the  appointment  of  an  additional  dental  officer  who  commenced 
her  duties  at  the  North  Road  Clinic  in  July,  1951,  there  was  an  increase  in  the  number 
of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  referfed  for  dental  inspection. 

Many  of  these  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  and  parents  of  the  children  complained 
that  they  were  unable  to  obtain  treatment  by  their  own  private  practitioners. 

It  is  a sad  state  of  affairs  when  one  considers  the  destructive  nature  of  the  dental 
treatment  being  carried  out  for  the  expectant  and  nursing  mothers — the  ratio  of  teeth  lost 
to  each  tooth  saved  was  four  to  one.  When  we  consider  the  dental  condition  of  the  pre- 
school child,  the  position  is  really  tragic,  the  ratio  of  teeth  lost  to  each  tooth  saved  was  16-5. 

All  anaesthetics  for  mothers  and  pre-school  children  are  administered  by  School 
Medical  Officers. 

As  a routine,  one  tablet  (6  gr.)  of  veramon  is  given  to  the  mothers  half  an  hour  prior 
to  the  administration  of  an  anaesthetic. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  pre-school  children  treated  in  1951  who  had 
lost  one  temporary  molar  or  more: — 


Number  of  temporary  molars  lost 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Number  of  children 

103 

274 

142 

97 

20 

6 

— 

1 
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Until  there  is  adequate  staff  and  parents  are  educated  and  encouraged  to  seek  early 
dental  supervision  for  their  children  before  their  teeth  are  on  the  road  to  destruction,  we 
cannot  hope  for  much  improvement  in  the  ratio  of  teeth  lost  to  those  saved. 


MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  midwives  practising  in  the  area  were  distributed  as  regards 
type  of  practice  as  follows: — 


At  Institutions 

46 

In  Private  Nursing  Homes 

10 

Domiciliary— L.H.A.  Service 

25 

„ Private  Practice 

8 

Total 

89 

The  cases  attended  during  the  year  were  as  follows:- 

As 

As 

Midwives 

Maternity 

Nurses 

Total 

Midwives  employed  at  Institutions  . . 

2,324 

161 

2,485 

Midwives  employed  in  Private  Nursing  Homes 

227 

427 

654 

Midwives  in  the  L.H.A.  Service 

1,735 

168 

1,903 

Midwives  in  Private  Practice 

34 

18 

52 

4,320 

774 

5,094 

Medical  Practitioners  called  in  by  Midwives  in  Emergency. — The  total  number  of 
instances  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  by  midwives  in  emergency  during  the 
year  was  51,  classified  as  follows: — 

(a)  For  Domiciliary  Cases — Medical  Practitioner  arranged  . . 30 

Others  . . . . . . 21 

(b)  For  cases  in  Institutions  . . . . . . . . — 

Administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  by  Domiciliary  Midwives. — This  section  of  the 
report  relates  to  those  midwives  employed  directly  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  referred 
to  as  municipal  midwives,  and  those  midwives  employed  in  the  public  midwifery  service 
under  Section  23  by  voluntary  organisations  as  agents  of  the  Local  Health  Authority, 
referred  to  as  midwives  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing.  Cases  in  respect  of 
midwives  in  private  practice  are  not  included. 

(a)  Midwives  qualified  to  administer  analgesia 

At  31st  December,  1951,  all  municipal  midwives  were  qualified  in  the  administration 
of  gas  and  air  analgesia,  and  the  eight  practising  midwives  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of 
District  Nursing  were  similarly  qualified. 

(b)  Possession  of  apparatus 

Altogether  26  sets  of  apparatus  are  available  for  the  use  of  these  midwives. 

(c)  Administrations  during  the  year 

During  1951  the  total  administrations,  total  confinements  and  resulting  percentages 
of  administrations  to  confinements  were  as  follows: — 

Total  Total 

Administrations  Confinements  Percentage 
Municipal  Midwives  . . 630  964  65-34 

Midwives  of  Q.I.D.'N.  ..  694  939  73-91 


1,903 


Combined  Total 


1,324 


69-57 
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(d)  Development  of  gas  ancl  air  analgesia 


The  increase  in  the  number  of  administrations  since 

1947  is  shown 

in  the  following 

Total 

Total 

Year 

Administrations 

Confinements 

Percentage 

1947 

395 

2,197 

13-43 

1948 

1,085 

2,113 

51-35 

1949 

1,294 

2,111 

61-29 

1950 

1,314 

1,996 

65-83 

1951 

1,324 

1,903 

69-57 

Institutional  Midwives  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia  —The  number  of 
institutional  midwives  in  practice  at  the  end  of  the  year  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air 
analgesia  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board,  were: 

(a)  Employed  in  hospitals  in  the  National  Health  Service  . . 45 

( b ) Employed  in  Private  Nursing  Homes  . . . . . . 3 

Total  . . 48 


Transport  of  Domiciliary  Midwives  — At  the  end  of  the  year  motor  car  allowances 
were  being  paid  to  11  midwives  using  their  cars  in  connection  with  the  service.  Other 
midwives  used  cycles,  motor-cycles  and/or  public  transport  where  available.  Conveyance 
of  midwives  and  their  appliances  by  vehicles  of  the  ambulance  service  was  arranged  in 
appropriate  cases,  and  altogether  748  journeys  were  made  in  this  way. 


Supervision — Officers  of  the  department  made  123  visits  of  inspection  of  midwives 

during  the  year. 


HEALTH  VISITING 

The  number  of  health  visitors  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  by  the  Authority  was 
52  full-time.  No  arrangements  are  made  with  voluntary  organisations  nor  with  other 
authorities.  These  officers  are  all  combined  health  visitors,  school  nurses,  tuberculosis 
visitors  and  clinic  nurses.  They  also  include  the  “ specialist  ” health  visitors  (i.e.  those 
engaged  in  the  follow-up  schemes  described  in  other  parts  of  the  report).  The  visitors  work 
under  the  direction  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  and  one  Deputy. 

A summary  of  the  visits  paid  to  homes  is  given  on  page  22. 


HOME  NURSING 

The  scheme  (carried  out  by  the  Cardiff  Branch  of  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District 
Nursing)  has  been  described  in  previous  reports,  and  the  work  continues  to  increase. 
Figures  are  included  here  for  record  purposes: — 

Number  of  Home  Nurses  employed  at  31st  December — 

Whole-time  . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Part-time  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Number  of  cases  attended  ..  ..  ..  ..  3,719 

Total  number  of  visits  paid  by  nurses  . . . . . . 89,765 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox. — During  the  year  1951,  3,067  persons  were  vaccinated, 
showing  an  increase  of  717  on  the  previous  year’s  total  (2,358).  The  main  reason  for  the 
increase  was  the  vaccination  of  hospital  staffs  in  the  Cardiff  District,  the  staffs  of  the  Welsh 
Regional  Hospital  Board,  the  Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing  and  the  Public  Health 
Department.  Details  of  these  are  as  follows: — 


Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

Isolation  Hospital,  Canton,  Cardiff 

10 

52 

St.  David’s  Hospital,  Canton,  Cardiff  . . 

26 

32 

Gian  Ely  Tuberculosis  Hospital 

13 

130 

Lord  Pontypridd  Hospital,  Cardiff 

2 

1 

Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board 

17 

47 

Queen’s  Institute  of  District  Nursing 

1 

13 

Public  Health  Department 

2 

33 

Total 

71 

308 

These  vaccinations  were  done  by  a Medical  Officer  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 

In  addition,  216  vaccinations  at  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary  were  done  by  one  private 
practitioner. 

The  remainder  of  the  increase  is  due  largely  to  the  number  of  persons  vaccinated  before 
going  overseas,  but  there  was  a slight  increase  (83)  in  infant  vaccinations,  i.e.  under  1 year. 
Although  this  increase  is  small,  it  gives  much  satisfaction  as  it  appears  against  a falling 
birth-rate.  In  the  infants-under-l-year  group  1,767  were  vaccinated  in  1951,  whereas 
1,684  were  done  in  1950.  There  was  also  a notable  increase  in  the  vaccinations  done  by 
private  practitioners  during  the  year,  1,258  records  of  vaccination  being  sent  in,  whereas 
in  1950,  949  were  recorded. 


For  comparison  the  table  below  shows  the  vaccinations  and  the  total  live  births  for 
the  past  10  years.  To  this  is  added  a column  showing  the  vaccinations  as  a percentage  of 
the  births  for  each  year,  but  obviously,  as  the  treatment  is  not  carried  out  before  the  age  of 
three  months,  and  mostly  at  some  time  between  three  and  twelve  months,  the  vaccinations 
for  any  particular  year  cannot  strictly  be  related  to  the  births  for  the  same  year. 


Percentage  of 


Year 

Vaccinations 

Births 

Vaccinations  i 
Births 

1942 

1,702 

3,746 

45-4 

1943 

1,994 

3,879 

51-4 

1944 

2,282 

4,459 

51-2 

1945 

2,653 

4,069 

65-2 

1946 

2,021 

4,997 

40-4 

1947 

2,161 

5,299 

40-8 

1948 

1,699 

4,875 

34-9 

1949 

1,910 

4,760 

40- 1 

1950 

2,350 

4,402 

53-4 

1951 

3,067 

4,234 

72-4 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  decided  that  some  positive  steps  should  be 
adopted  to  counter  the  literature  circulated  to  parents  by  a national  body  advising  against 
vaccination,  and  it  was  agreed  that  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  pamphlet 
“ Play  Safe  ” (which  states  briefly  why  the  child  should  be  vaccinated)  should  be  sent  to 
the  parents  of  all  new-born  babies  enclosing  a consent  form.  The  pamphlet  was  posted 
so  as  to  be  received  between  48  and  60  hours  after  the  birth  of  the  child,  and  during  1951 
(from  the  commencement  of  the  scheme  in  April,  up  to  the  end  of  the  year)  85  consents 
had  been  received  in  this  way. 
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In  the  table  below,  vaccinations  and  re-vaccinations  are  shown  in  separate  age  groups. 
The  work  done  by  private  practitioners  is  also  indicated.  This  year  private  practitioners 
performed  41  per  cent  of  the  vaccinations  as  against  39  per  cent  in  1950. 


By 

Public  Health  Dept. 

By 

Private  Practitioners 

Total 

Primary  Vaccinations: 

Under  1 year 

1,290 

All 

1,767 

1 to  2 years 

6 

30 

36 

2 to  4 years 

14 

26 

40 

5 to  14  years 

1 

56 

57 

1 5 years  and  over 

106 

150 

256 

Totals 

1,417 

739 

2,156 

Insusceptible  . . 

42 

14 

56 

Re-vaccinations: 

Under  1 year 

— 



— 

1 to  2 years 

— 

— 

— 

2 to  4 years 

1 

11 

12 

5 to  14  years 

1 

23 

24 

1 5 years  and  over 

390 

485 

875 

Totals  ..  392  519  911 


Insusceptible  ..........  69  15  84 


Bacillus  Calmette  Guerin  (B.C.G.)  Vaccination. — Since  the  opening  at  the  end  of 
September  of  the  “ Preswylfa  ” Hostel  (to  which  reference  is  made  in  another  part  of  this 
report)  it  has  been  possible  to  accommodate  children  for  treatment  who  would  not  other- 
wise have  been  able  to  receive  protection  against  tuberculosis  because  of  the  existence  of 
active  disease  in  their  homes.  The  children  have  to  be  segregated  from  their  families  for 
a period  of  12  weeks,  while  undergoing  treatment.  Fifteen  children  were  admitted  by 
the  end  of  the  year. 

The  number  of  children  treated  at  home  or  while  under  institutional  care  (but  not  at 
the  special  hostel)  was  145. 

Children  who  were  re-tested  (Mantoux  test)  and  found  to  require  additional  treat- 
ment— 19. 

Hospital  Staffs  and  Medical  Students  who  received  primary  treatment — 66. 

Hospital  Staffs  and  Medical  Students  who  were  Mantoux  tested  and  required  additional 
treatment — 12. 

Whooping  Cough  Immunisation. — Early  in  the  year  a new  trial  was  sponsored  by  the 
Medical  Research  Council,  and  while  the  early  period  did  not  meet  with  spontaneous 
enthusiasm  of  the  parents,  due  probably  to  the  poor  protection  given  by  the  three  vaccines 
used  in  the  earlier  trial,  the  end  of  the  year  brought  a steady  flow  of  infants  for  the  pro- 
tective treatment. 

The  two  vaccines  now  used  are  of  high  repute,  and  while  it  is  too  early  to  pass  any 
definite  opinion,  results  so  far  have  been  highly  satisfactory. 

During  the  year  2,000  infants  received  full  protective  treatment  against  whooping  cough. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. — The  protection  of  the  child  against  diphtheria  continues  to 
hold  a position  of  the  first  importance  in  the  health  education  activities  of  this  city,  and 
during  1951,  4,103  children  received  primary  protective  treatment.  The  number  immunised 
falls  short  of  last  year’s  figure  by  523,  the  decline  being  mainly  due  to  a still  falling  birth 
rate  and  because  fewer  of  the  older  children  are  receiving  primary  treatment,  having  been 
already  protected  as  a result  of  immunisation  in  schools  years  ago. 


n 


The  many  avenues  through  which  this  work  is  carried  out  are: — 


Special  Clinics  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation  ..  ..  1,477 

Mobile  Units  for  nurse  visiting  the  home  ..  ..  1,857 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  . . . . . . . . . . 329 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . . . 127 

Private  Practitioners  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  313 


4,103 


There  were  418  fewer  children  done  at  the  Special  Clinics  as  compared  with  last  year; 
this  also  accounts  for  a smaller  number  being  protected  during  the  year.  All  parents  are 
given  two  monthly  appointments  at  the  clinic  in  their  area,  and  if  they  fail  to  attend  they 
are  automatically  listed  for  a call  from  the  mobile  unit. 

Many  parents  ask  for  the  mobile  unit  to  call,  when  consent  for  immunisation  is  sought 
by  the  Health  Visitor.  This  is  found  to  be  a great  help  for  the  mothers  of  large  families 
and  for  those  living  on  new  housing  estates  where  frequently  the  clinic  is  a considerable 
distance  from  the  home.  The  number  done  by  the  mobile  unit  increased  by  98  over  1950. 
It  is  becoming  increasingly  apparent  that  apathy  of  the  parents  to  this  protective  treatment 
is  becoming  more  widespread  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  home  visits  made  by  the  mobile 
unit  the  drop  in  the  number  of  protected  children  would  have  been  considerable.  This 
apathy  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the  absence  of  Diphtheria  in  the  City  for  a long  period. 

Other  facts  connected  with  Diphtheria  immunisation  are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  were  posterior  Schick  tested  and 


gave  a negative  reaction  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 years  and  15  years  who  were  posterior 
Schick  tested  and  gave  a negative  reaction  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,794 

Number  of  children  under  5 years  of  age  who  were  posterior  Schick  tested  and 
gave  a positive  reaction  and  were  again  immunised  . . . . . . . . — 

Number  of  children  between  5 years  and  15  years  who  were  posterior  Schick 
tested  and  gave  a positive  reaction  and  were  again  immunised  . . . . . . 200 

Number  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 years  and  15  years  who  were  given 
booster  doses  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,724 


The  number  of  booster  doses  given  falls  short  of  the  previous  year’s  figure  by  1,133. 
This  has  been  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  children  of  the  older  age  groups  were  being  dealt 
with.  It  is  customary  to  Schick  test  every  child  over  the  age  of  10  years  before  giving  any 
further  protective  treatment.  During  the  past  year  1,994  children  were  so  tested;  of  these 
200  required  further  treatment.  This  is  an  increase  of  1,661  children  treated  on  the  previous 
year’s  figure. 

During  the  whole  year  purified  toxoid  aluminium  phosphate  continued  to  be  used  as 
the  immunising  agent.  Except  for  one  or  two  instances  where  local  reactions  were  reported 
there  were  no  adverse  complications.  These  cases  were  visited  by  the  District  Health 
Visitor,  who  gave  advice  as  to  treatment.  All  the  cases  cleared  up  within  48  hours. 

Immunisation  continued  throughout  the  year,  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis  being 
negligible. 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

All  the  vehicles  engaged  in  this  service  are  operated  directly  by  the  authority.  The 
fleet  consists  of  12  ambulances,  one  “ Utilicon  ” and  two  sitting-case  cars,  and  they  are 
manned  by  26  driver/attendants  (of  whom  four  are  females)  with  four  shift  supervisors, 
all  working  under  the  direction  of  the  Ambulance  Officer.  One  clerk/telephonist  is  em- 
ployed at  the  Ambulance  Station  and  one  administration  officer  (Clerical  Division)  is 
engaged  whole-time  on  ambulance  service  work  in  the  public  health  department. 
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A summary  of  the  work  showing  journeys,  patients  and  mileage  is  as  follows: — 


JOURNEYS 


(a)  Patient-carrying: 

Emergency 

Accident 

Outpatients  and  Others 

Number 

1,155 
1,158 
..  37,128 

Mileage 

8,580 

6,443 

184,944 

( b ) Abortive  and  service  journeys  . . 

(c)  Transporting  midwives,  apparatus,  etc. 

39,441 

1,069 

1,115 

199,967 

6,384 

9,983 

41,625 

216,334 

PATIENTS 

Emergency 

Accident 

Outpatients 

Others 

Number 

1,155 
1,203 
. . 24,595 

..  12,853 

Mileage 

8,580 

6,443 

82,110 

102,834 

39,806 

199,967 

Stretcher  cases 

Sitting  cases  . . 

..  10,571 

. . 29,235 

73,672 

126,295 

39,806 

199,967 

Note. — The  number  of  journeys  included  in  this  summary  is  actually  the  number  of  calls  received; 
thus  the  figure  is  comparable  with  those  given  in  previous  reports.  From  now  on,  however,  “ journeys  ” 
will  follow  the  definition  laid  down  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  their  annual  costing  return. 


PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

Tuberculosis. — Further  details  of  the  Scheme  to  provide  B.C.G.  treatment,  promised 
in  earlier  reports,  are  now  given  as  follows: — 

Bacillus  Calmette  Guerin  (B.C.G.)  Vaccination. — An  important  extension  of  the  B.C.G. 
Vaccination  measures  against  tuberculosis  occurred  during  the  year  when,  on  the  28th 
September,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  Cardiff  (Alderman  Robert  Bevan,  J.P.),  at  the  request  of 
the  Health  Committee,  officially  opened  a B.C.G.  Vaccination  Hostel  at  “ Preswylfa,” 
Clive  Road. 

The  opening  of  these  premises  as  a hostel  for  infants  and  young  children  receiving 
B.C.G.  vaccination  who  have  been  contacts  in  tuberculous  households  represents  another 
step  forward  in  the  Cardiff  City  Council’s  long  and  persistent  campaign  against  tuberculosis. 

Formerly  active  members  of  the  King  Edward  VII  Welsh  National  Memorial  Associa- 
tion for  the  Prevention  and  Treatment  of  Tuberculosis,  the  Council,  after  the  break-up  of 
that  organisation  following  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946,  still  maintained  a keen  observation  upon  the  tuberculosis  position  in  their  midst,  and 
were  on  the  alert  to  take  any  and  every  action  that  they  could  to  prevent  its  deterioration. 
When,  early  in  1949,  the  Health  Committee  received  a report  (through  their  Care  and 
After-Care  Sub-Committee)  showing  on  the  one  hand  the  mounting  incidence  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  in  the  Cardiff  population  and  on  the  other  hand  deplorable  home  conditions  of 
patients  having  to  wait  at  home  six  months  and  more  for  admission  to  tuberculosis  institu- 
tions, they  resolved  to  take  a number  of  steps  to  try  and  meet  what  appeared  to  them  to  be 
a horrifying  situation.  They  approached  the  Education  and  Children’s  Committees  to  see 
if  they  could  help  them  in  the  removal  of  child  contacts  from  tuberculous  homes  pending 
admission  of  the  patients  to  hospital;  they  augmented  materially  their  staff  of  home  helps 
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especially  to  go  to  the  tuberculous  families  most  in  need  of  such  help;  they  pressed  the 
hospital  authorities  to  provide  more  beds,  and  they  resolved  to  try  and  start  on  their  own 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment  a scheme  of  B.C.G.  vaccination  for  tuberculosis  contacts. 

An  effort  was  first  made  to  obtain  supplies  of  B.C.G.  from  private  sources,  but  before 
this  could  be  done  Circular  72/49  (22nd  August,  1949)  with  accompanying  Memo.322/B.C.G. 
were  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  advising  local  health  authorities  of  the  kind  of 
arrangements  that  they  favoured  for  carrying  out  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The  Health  Com- 
mittee, through  their  Care  and  After-Care  Sub-Committee,  then  proceeded  to  work  out  a 
detailed  plan  for  a B.C.G.  Service,  including  a proposal  to  acquire  suitable  premises  for 
the  accommodation  of  child  contacts  recommended  for  B.C.G.  vaccination.  The  Commit- 
tee’s scheme  having  gone  through  the  various  stages  of  approval  by  the  City  Council  and 
the  Welsh  Board  of  Health,  the  search  for  premises  was  at  length  rewarded  by  the  acquisition 
of  “ Preswylfa,”  where  batches  of  twenty  children  each  can  be  segregated  for  about  three 
months  whilst  undergoing  the  vaccination  treatment. 

The  property  consists  of  a large,  imposing,  suburban  villa  of  solid  masonry  construc- 
tion, standing  in  its  own  grounds  of  about  three  acres,  and  including  two  small  cottages. 
Situated  on  the  corner  of  Clive  Road  and  Romilly  Road  in  the  western  part  of  the  city  it 
has  easy  access  to  and  from  all  parts. 

“ Preswylfa  ” faces  south-west,  the  grounds  are  well  wooded,  laid  out  with  lawns, 
kitchen  garden,  etc.,  and  terraces  and  rockery  gently  sloping  on  to  the  front  lawns  complete 
the  attractive  lay-out.  Adaptations  have  been  carried  out  in  the  home  to  provide  five  dormi- 
tories for  the  children  and  the  necessary  duty  rooms,  play  rooms,  and  surgery.  Rooms 
have  also  been  set  aside  for  the  resident  nurse-in-charge  and  for  two  other  resident  nurses. 

Details  of  the  premises,  after  adaptation,  are  as  follows: — 

Ground  Floor:  dining  room  and  play  room  nursery;  surgery,  office,  and  staff 
dining  room/lounge;  lecture  room,  school  room,  and  play  room  (over  5’s);  play  room; 
reception  room  and  cloak  rooms;  domestic  staff  dining  room;  kitchens;  larders, 
store-rooms,  lavatories,  etc. 

First  Floor:  five  dormitories  (one  with  six  cots,  one  with  five  beds,  and  three  with 
three  beds  each);  isolation  ward;  Matron’s  room  (2);  assistant  matron’s  bedroom; 
nursery  nurse’s  bedroom;  bathrooms. 

Heating  is  by  mechanically  fed  low  pressure  system  boilers  situated  in  the  basement; 
cooking  by  “ Esse  ” cooker;  and  there  is  electric  lighting  throughout.  Supplementary 
heating  is  by  electric  radiators.  The  adaptation  of  the  house  included  the  provision  of 
means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire.  These  take  the  form,  chiefly,  of  new  steel  staircases  on  the 
outside  of  the  east  and  north-east  walls. 

As  a measure  of  economy  in  running  costs  a part  of  the  property,  consisting  of 
approximately  two  acres  of  land  and  including  two  cottages,  greenhouses,  outbuildings, 
vegetable  gardens  and  small  paddock,  have  by  mutual  agreement  between  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Parks  Committee,  been  placed  under  the  care  of  the  Parks  Department. 
The  portion  retained  for  Hostel  purposes  comprises  lawns  between  the  main  (front) 
entrance  and  the  house  and  a small  orchard  to  be  used  as  a playing  field.  A satisfactory 
arrangement  has  been  made  between  the  two  committees  as  to  financial  responsibility  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  grounds,  the  Parks  Committee,  through  the  Director  of  Parks, 
providing  the  labour  in  the  first  instance.  One  of  the  employees  resides  in  a cottage  within 
the  grounds. 

Administration  and  Staffing.— General  administration  is  from  the  central  office  of  the 
Cardiff  Health  Department. 

Professor  Frederick  Heaf,  who  is  official  adviser  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  B.C.G., 
advises  on  the  operation  of  the  scheme;  Dr.  S.  H.  Graham,  Chest  Physician  to  the  Cardiff 
Hospital  Management  Committee  supervises  it  in  detail,  and  is  assisted  by  Dr.  P.  M.  Bowen, 
and  Miss  Nesta  Davies,  Health  Visitor,  of  the  Health  Department  staff. 


PRESWYLFA 


NURSERY  PLAYROOM 
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The  staff  engaged  at  the  Hostel  consists  of  a resident  matron  who  is  a state  registered 
nurse,  a resident  assistant  matron,  one  resident  nursery  nurse,  and  two  non-resident  nursery 
nurses.  Domestic  staff,  including  the  cook,  is  non-resident.  Any  emergency  medical 
attention  for  the  children  is  provided  through  the  National  Health  Service  Scheme. 
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Furnishing  and  Equipment. — The  very  strictest  economy  was  exercised  in  furnishing  and 
equipping  the  premises.  Only  the  bare  necessities  were  provided  to  commence  the  scheme. 
Complete  equipment  to  run  the  home  at  full  capacity  would,  owing  to  rising  prices,  con- 
siderably exceed  the  first  estimates.  It  was  decided,  therefore,  that  some  of  the  more 
expensive  items,  desirable  but  not  absolutely  essential,  might  be  left  out  for  the  time  being 
and  purchased  later,  after  the  scheme  had  got  under  way. 

Cost. — The  purchase  price  of  “ Preswylfa  ” was  £7,153,  including  charges,  and  the 
expenditure  on  adaptations  and  furnishing,  etc.,  was  sanctioned  at  £3,120  and  £1,500 
respectively.  As  far  as  can  be  judged  and  basing  the  estimate  on  hostels  of  corresponding 
size  provided  by  the  Council  for  other  purposes,  the  annual  cost  of  maintenance,  including 
salaries,  will  be  about  £3,000. 

“ Preswylfa  ” will,  however,  be  more  than  a place  for  the  segregation  of  vaccinated 
children.  It  happens  that  the  Ministry  of  Health  has  selected  Cardiff  as  one  of  three  centres 
in  England  and  Wales  where  tuition  and  demonstrations  shall  be  given  in  the  administration 
of  B.C.G.  vaccine.  It  is  hoped,  therefore,  that  “ Preswylfa  ” will  become  a centre  of 
information  on  anti-tuberculosis  vaccination  work  for  the  whole  of  Wales  and  part  of  the 
West  of  England,  as  well  as  for  overseas  students.  Moreover,  the  unit  in  providing  facilities 
for  the  vaccination  of  all  persons  deemed  to  be  in  need  of  this  form  of  protection  against 
tuberculosis,  will  stand  as  evidence  of  a further  stage  towards  the  eventual  eradication  of 
the  disease. 

Already  in  Cardiff  the  demand  for  B.C.G.  vaccination  is  considerable,  in  spite  of  its 
newness  and  our  fairly  strict  criteria  for  segregation,  and  this  is  very  encouraging  for  our 
future  efforts. 

The  first  batch  of  children  could  not,  for  various  reasons,  be  admitted  until  the  30th 
October,  1951,  and  their  treatment  was  not  completed  by  the  end  of  the  year.  A full  report 
on  the  detailed  working  of  the  scheme  will  therefore  be  given  in  the  Report  for  1952. 


Other  Types  of  Illness — Further  details  of  the  follow-up  scheme  for  asthma  patients 
can  now  be  given.  About  the  middle  of  1950  two  health  visitors  commenced  to  devote 
half-time  to  work  at  the  Asthma  and  Allergy  Research  Unit,  where  they  carried  out  a 
preliminary  survey  and  got  to  know  as  much  as  possible  about  asthma  and  the  asthma 
patient.  The  follow-up  scheme  commenced  in  January,  1951,  and  consists  of  an  initial 
interview  at  the  Asthma  and  Allergy  Research  Unit  with  every  Cardiff  patient  attending 
the  clinic  for  the  first  time.  This  interview  takes  up  to  one  hour,  and  includes  the  completion 
of  a comprehensive  form  of  enquiry  which  is  kept  at  the  Unit  for  record  purposes  and  will  be 
consulted  in  12  months’  time  when  the  patient  is  next  interviewed  and  questioned  in  detail 
under  the  scheme.  Other  functions  performed  by  the  health  visitors  are  (i)  attend  at  the 
Asthma  Clinic  where  appointments  are  made  for  new  patients  at  the  Research  Unit, 
(ii)  attend  at  other  clinics  (e.g.  accident  unit)  for  the  purpose  of  matching  the  asthma 
patient  with  a “ control  (iii)  home  visitation  to  encourage  regular  visits  to  the  clinic; 
to  follow-up  non  attendance  at  the  Research  Unit  for  an  appointment  previously  made; 
the  follow-up  of  expectant  mother  asthma  patients  to  note  the  effects  on  the  condition 
before,  during  and  after  pregnancy;  the  follow-up  of  suspected  asthmatic  children  and  of 
patients  in  need  of  help  in  numerous  other  ways  (home  help,  psychological  factor,  etc.). 
It  is  part  of  the  survey  to  arrange  controls  and  this  is  being  done  by  contacting  patients  in 
attendance  at  other  clinics.  The  control  selected  is  of  the  same  age,  sex  and  civil  state  as 
the  patient  and  each  one  is  examined  by  a nose  and  throat  specialist  and  by  a psychiatrist. 
Any  mould  skin  tests  made  upon  the  patient  are  also  applied  to  the  control. 

The  material  collected  in  this  way  will  be  compiled  with  the  assistance  of  the  medical 
statistician  of  the  Welsh  National  School  of  Medicine  and  assessed  by  the  Director  of 
the  Asthma  and  Allergy  Research  Unit  who  will,  no  doubt,  prepare  the  results  for  suitable 
publication. 
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Work  in  the  diabetic  follow-up  scheme  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  demonstra- 
tions of  diabetic  and  gastric  meal  preparation,  formerly  conducted  by  the  nutritionist  on 
the  staff  of  the  department,  were,  on  her  resignation  from  the  post,  carried  on  by  the  Home 
Service  Adviser  of  the  Wales  Gas  Board  (Cardiff  Undertaking)  by  the  kind  permission  of 
the  Manager.  Fortnightly  demonstrations  were  given  at  the^clinic,  in  co-operation  with 
the  Dietitian,  who  is  in  attendance  at  every  clinic  session  with  the  consultant  physician, 
and  who  advises  on  the  menus. 

During  the  year  81  new  cases  were  seen  and  the  total  number  of  attendances  made  at 
the  clinics  was  2,929. 

Health  Education.— Sex  hygiene  lectures  in  schools  (by  the  Rev.  Francis  J.  Rees,  B.A.) 
continued.  Other  measures  for  directing  the  attention  of  the  general  public  to  matters  of 
health  were  also  continued,  including  the  use  once  more  of  the  rate  demand  notes  sent  out 
by  the  City  Treasurer  and  Controller  to  advise  parents  that  “ It’s  wise  to  Immunise.” 
These  words  are  printed  on  the  demands  by  the  postage  franking  machine  which  deals  with 
60,000  forms  at  a time.  Constant  reminders  on  various  health  subjects  are  effected  through 
the  Mobile  Exhibition  Stand;  by  the  fixed  poster  frames  and  by  the  slogans  of  Dr.  Taff  on 
all  Corporation  public  transport  vehicles. 


DOMESTIC  HEALTH  SERVICE 

Demands  on  this  service  have,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  steadily  in- 
creased since  the  National  Health  Service  was  instituted  and  the  figures  for  the  year  1951 


are  quoted  here. 

Number  of  helps  employed — 

Whole-time  ..  ..  ..  18 

Half-time  ..  ..  ..  15 

Casual  . . . . . . . . 57 

90 

Number  of  cases  attended — 

Maternity  ..  ..  ..  170 

Tuberculous  . . . . . . 79 

Other  . . . . . . . . 476 
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The  figures  themselves  do  not  indicate  the  true  position  in  relation  to  the  problem 
presented  by  this  aspect  of  the  national  health  service  which  must  surely  be  common  to  all 
local  health  authorities.  The  problem  is,  of  course,  how  to  provide  help  to  the  greatest 
number  of  cases  with  the  small  number  of  home  helps  available.  By  far  the  heaviest  call 
on  them  is  by  the  aged  and  chronic  sick  cases  and  experience  shows  that  many  more  of  these 
cases  can  be  helped  even  if  only  for  very  short  periods,  by  engaging  casual  home  helps  who 
may  go  from  one  case  to  another,  filling  up  the  time  for  which  she  is  available  for  the  work. 
Then  there  are  the  tuberculous  cases — an  innocent  79  cases  in  the  figures  quoted  above — 
but  they  take  up  more  of  the  total  available  “ man-hours  ” than  all  the  other  cases  put 
together.  One  case  under  this  category  could  mean  one  home  help  for  a whole  year,  in  fact 
in  1951  there  were  such  cases.  There  are  also  many  who  have  been  in  receipt  of  help  for 
periods  extending  to  many  months  and  unlike  those  in  the  aged  and  chronic  sick  class,  these 
are  the  kinds  of  case  that  require  the  whole-time  service  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  provide  it, 
because  they  are  the  ones  in  which  the  mother  of  young  children  and  school  children  is 
ordered  to  rest  in  bed  all  day  or  for  a substantial  part  of  the  day  pending  her  admission  to 
hospital. 

Maternity  cases  engaging  the  services  of  the  home  helps  were  fewer  than  in  the  two 
previous  years.  There  are  probably  several  causes  for  this,  including  the  falling  birth  rate. 
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MENTAL  HEALTH 

Details  of  administration  have  been  given  in  previous  reports  and  remained  unchanged 
during  the  year  1951.  Tables  showing  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental 
Treatment  Acts  and  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  are  set  out  in  the  following  pages. 


TABLE  I 

Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts — Work  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

(1)  Number  of  Cases  dealt  with  during  1951 

223 

255 

478 

The  Cases  were  dealt  with  as  follows: — 

(i)  Admitted  to  Mental  Hospitals. 

(a)  Whitchurch  Hospital — 

Certified  . . 

6 

7 

13 

Voluntary 

76 

77 

153 

Temporary 

12 

9 

21 

Neurosis  Unit  . . 

2 

— 

2 

( b ) Ely  Hospital — 

Certified  . . 

21 

50 

71 

(c)  Transferred  to  other  Mental  Hospitals — 

Certified  . . 

- 2 

1 

3 

Voluntary 

1 

3 

4 

Temporary 

— 

— 

— 

(ii)  Transferred  to  St.  David’s  Hospital  (Sick  Wards) 

62 

59 

121 

(iii)  Admitted  direct  to  St.  David’s  Hospital  (Sick  Wards)  . . 

4 

4 

8 

(iv)  Certified  patients  returned  to  Whitchurch  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

(v)  Placed  in  care  of  Relatives  or  Other  Persons 

35 

42 

77 

(vi)  Transferred  to  Nursing  Homes  

(vii)  Mental  Defective  transferred  to  Place  of  Safety  . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

(viii)  Cases  not  yet  dealt  with 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

223 

255 

478 

(2)  Number  of  Cases  seen  by  Psychiatrist  in  St.  David’s  Hospital 
Sick  Wards  during  1951: 

No  action  taken 

136 

139 

275 

35 


TABLE  II 


Mental  Deficiency  Acts.  Particulars  of  Cases  ascertained  during  1951 


Under  16yrs. 

Over  16  yrs. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

1.  Ascertainment: 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authorities 
(Section  57,  Education  Act,  1944) — 

(i)  Under  Section  57(3) 

11 

4 

15 

11 

4 

15 

(ii)  Under  Section  57  (4) 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

(iii)  Under  Section  57(5) 

10 

7 

17 

— 

— 

— 

10 

7 

17 

(6)  Cases  referred  by  the  Police  or  by  the  Courts 
under  Section  8(l)(a)  (or  as  a result  of  other 
action  by  the  Courts) 

1 

1 

1 

1 

(c)  Other  Cases: 

(i)  Found  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

(ii)  Not  at  present  “ subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

11 

4 

15 

5 

2 

7 

16 

6 

22 

Total  Number  of  Cases  reported  during  1951 

33 

17 

50 

6 

4 

10 

39 

21 

60 

2.  Disposal  of  Cases  Reported  during  1951: 

(a)  Those  found  “ Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” — 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 

18 

12 

30 

18 

12 

30 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

(iii)  Taken  to  Places  of  Safety 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Institutions 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

3 

3 

3 

6 

(v)  Died  or  Removed  from  Area  . . 

(vi)  Action  not  yet  taken 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

(6)  Those  not  at  present  “ Subject  to  be  dealt 
with  ” — 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  . . 

4 

2 

6 

2 

1 

3 

6 

3 

9 

(ii)  Later  found  not  to  be  defective 

7 

2 

9 

3 

1 

4 

10 

3 

13 

(iii)  Died  or  removed  from  Area 

(iv)  Action  unnecessary 

(v)  Action  not  yet  taken 

Total  of  Item  2 . . 

33 

17 

50 

6 

4 

10 

39 

21 

60 

TABLE  III 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts.  Particulars  of  Cases  ascertained  prior  to  1951 


Number  of  Mental  Defectives  in  Institutions,  under  Community  Care,  including 
Voluntary  Supervision  or  in  Places  of  Safety  on  1st  January,  1951,  who  have  ceased  to  be 
under  any  of  these  forms  of  Care  during  1951: — 


Under  16  yrs. 

Over  16  yrs. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

Deceased 

1 

3 

4 

4 

3 

7 

5 

6 

11 

Left  Cardiff 

3 

1 

4 

— 

5 

5 

3 

6 

9 

Lost  trace  of 

— 

— 

— 

9 

1 

10 

9 

1 

10 

Decertified 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Transferred  to  L.E.A. 

6 

5 

11 

_ 

6 

5 

1 1 

Total 

10 

9 

19 

14 

9 

23 

24 

18 

42 

36 


TABLE  IV 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts.  Statistical  Return 


Position  as  on  1st  January,  1952: — 


Under  16  yrs. 

Over  16  yrs. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

(a)  Cases  “ Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” — 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

45 

34 

79 

230 

166 

396 

275 

200 

475 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship 

(iii)  In  “ Places  of  Safety  ” 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

(iv)  In  Certified  Institutions 

28 

15 

43 

128 

99 

227 

156 

114 

270 

(v)  In  State  Institutions  . . 

— 

— 

— 

6 

6 

12 

6 

6 

12 

(vi)  On  Licence  from  Institutions 

2 

— 

2 

15 

14 

29 

17 

14 

31 

(vii)  Absconded  from  Institutions 

(viii)  Action  not  yet  taken  . . 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

( b ) Cases  not  at  present  “ Subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” — 

(i)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

10 

7 

17 

50 

69 

119 

60 

76 

136 

(ii)  Action  not  yet  taken  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

87 

56 

143 

430 

357 

787 

517 

413 

930 

TABLE  V 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts.  Number  of  Cases  receiving  training  at  the  Nursery, 
Occupation  and  Training  Centres,  Pengam  Road,  Cardiff,  on  1st  January,  1952 


(a)  Nursery  Class — 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 

(ii)  On  licence  from  Institutions 

( b ) Occupation  Class — 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 

(ii)  From  other  Authorities 

(c)  Trainee  Class — 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 

(ii)  On  Licence  from  Institutions  . . 

( d ) Senior  Trainee  Class — 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  . . 

(ii)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision  . . 

(iii)  On  Licence  from  Institutions  . . 

Total 


Under  16  yrs. 

Over  16  yrs. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

M. 

F. 

T. 

15 

1 

10 

25 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

10 

25 

1 

6 

5 

11 

1 

1 

7 

5 

12 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

= 

3 

3 

5 

1 

1 

6 

1 

5 

1 

4 

9 

1 



1 

1 

16 

14 

30 

16 

15 

31 

— 

— 

— 

J 

2 

1 

J 

3 

2 

1 

3 

25 

19 

44 

30 

16 

46 

55 

35 

90 

37 


IX— REPORT  FOR  1951 

of  Mr.  W.  G.  PYATT,  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  (Urban) 


HOUSING 


The  following  statement  gives  particulars  in  relation  to  housing  for  1951: 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above) 

which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous  or 

injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the 

preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year: — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 and  10  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  repairs 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 
requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after 
service  of  formal  notices: — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(r)  Proceedings  under  Sections  1 1 and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders 
were  made 

(ii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders 

(iii)  Undertakings  accepted 


3,953 

12,405 


12 


1,577 


1,083 


73 


50 

10 


445 


483 

10 


10 

1 

2 
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(i d ) Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: — 

(i)  Number  of  separate  basements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  made  . . . . . . . . 3 

(ii)  Number  of  separate  basements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  were  determined;  the  basement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

(iii)  Undertakings  accepted  . . . . . . . . . . — 

It  will  again  be  seen  that  by  far  the  majority  of  the  work  has  been  confined  to  action 
under  the  Public  Health  Act.  Section  9 of  the  Housing  Act  has  only  been  used  to  secure 
those  repairs  which  are  not  enforceable  under  other  powers  but  the  pre-war  practice  of 
securing  wholesale  repairs  under  Section  9 is  not  practicable  in  these  days  when,  owing  to 
the  high  cost  of  repairs,  the  expense  in  relation  to  the  value  of  the  house  would  be  un- 
reasonable and  therefore  the  subject  of  an  appeal  by  the  owner. 

The  only  houses  which  have  been  dealt  with  under  Demolition  Order  procedure  are 
those  found  to  be  dangerous  or  in  such  a bad  state  of  repair  as  to  be  uninhabitable;  the 
shortage  of  houses  makes  it  inexpedient  to  deal  in  a general  way  with  all  unfit  houses  al- 
though it  can  be  emphatically  stated  that  in  the  main  there  are  very  few  houses  that  warrant 
demolition  provided  the  necessary  money  was  spent  on  essential  repairs  and  bringing  them 
up  to  modern  standards. 

The  Corporation  were  desirous  of  making  a Compulsory  Purchase  Order  on  the  area 
in  the  Docks  adjacent  to  Hodges  Row  with  a view  to  redevelopment  for  housing  purposes. 
Evidence  was  given  at  the  Inquiry  of  the  need  for  additional  houses  in  this  area,  particularly 
for  the  rehousing  of  coloured  families  who  for  many  reasons  desire  to  remain  within  the 
Docks  area.  Unfortunately  the  Order  was  not  confirmed. 

As  an  experiment  the  practice  of  asking  the  Public  Works  Department  to  carry  out 
repairs  on  default  of  sanitary  notices  was  discontinued  and  instead  a panel  of  private 
builders  was  drawn  up  to  whom  invitations  to  submit  tenders  are  sent  in  rotation.  Each 
tender  when  received  is  forwarded  to  the  City  Surveyor  who  checks  it  and  advises  whether 
it  is  reasonable  or  not.  This  co-operation  between  the  two  Departments  has  been  very 
valuable  and  has  ensured  the  successful  working  of  the  scheme;  it  has  also  relieved  the  City 
Surveyor’s  Department  of  a considerable  amount  of  work  which  they  were  having  difficulty 
in  coping  with. 


Council  Housing  Estates. — The  following  is  a record  of  the  work  done  in  connection 


with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Council  housing  estates: — 

Vacant  houses  inspected  . . . . . . . . . . 479 

Visits  regarding  exchanges  and  transfers  . . . . . . . . 277 

Visits  regarding  vermin,  cleansing,  overcrowding,  etc.  . . . . 40 

Visits  regarding  rats,  poultry,  trading,  etc.  . . . . . . 29 

Following-up  visits  . . . . . . . . . . . . 37 

Visits  to  families  prior  to  rehousing  in  Council  houses  . . . . 568 

Other  visits  (Estate  depots,  etc.)  . . . . . . . . 436 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,866 


Co-operation  with  the  Estates  Department  on  housing  matters  has  been  maintained 
throughout  the  year.  The  coding  of  new  applicants,  recoding  on  change  of  circumstances 
and  the  assessment  of  the  value  of  medical  certificates  submitted  have  been  the  main  prob- 
lems together  with  the  inspection  of  council  houses  which  fall  vacant  and  investigations 
into  applications  for  transfer  to  other  houses  on  medical  grounds. 

Since  the  practice  of  giving  points  on  medical  grounds  was  adopted  more  and  more 
applicants  are  seeking  to  improve  their  position  on  the  register  by  submitting  medical 
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certificates,  all  of  which  require  careful  consideration.  Close  co-operation  also  exists  be- 
tween the  Chest  Physician  and  the  Health  Department,  the  former  regularly  referring  cases 
to  us  for  investigation  of  their  housing  conditions.  Where  Tuberculosis  is  positive  in  any 
member  of  a family  living  in  rooms  as  a subtenant  and  proper  segregation  of  the  case  is 
impossible,  rehousing  is  more  or  less  immediate.  Ten  per  cent  of  all  allocations  of  Council 
houses  are  earmarked  for  rehousing  these  cases  and  consequently  there  are,  as  far  as  we 
know,  no  families  with  children  where  there  is  a history  of  Tuberculosis  infection  living 
under  conditions  where  the  accommodation  is  inadequate. 

All  Council  houses  falling  vacant  are  inspected  before  being  re-let,  and  of  these  17 
were  found  to  be  bug  infested.  This  figure  represents  3-5  per  cent  of  those  inspected  and 
compares  very  favourably  with  the  figure  of  30-5  per  cent  in  1930  when  this  work  was  first 

undertaken. 

The  Department  has  continued  to  sell  Insecticides  at  cost  price,  a service  which  is 
becoming  more  popular  each  year. 

All  Squanders’  Camps,  with  the  exception  of  Heath  Camp,  are  now  closed.  The 
number  of  occupants  at  Heath  Camp  has  been  considerably  reduced  and  many  of  the 
unsatisfactory  huts  demolished. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION 
The  number  of  complaints  of  nuisances  received  and  dealt  with  was  4,646. 


The  numbers  of  inspections  and  visits  made  by  sanitary  inspectors  and  the  numbers 
of  notices  served  were  as  follows: — 


Inspections 

or 

Visits 

Intimation 

Notices 

Served 

Statutory 

Notices 

Served 

Houses 

3,953 

2,252 

625 

Re-inspections  of  houses  . . 

8,452 

— 

— 

Houses  inspected  and  recorded  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Re-inspections  of  recorded  houses 

— 

— 

— 

Milkshops,  etc. 

549 

3 

— 

Offensive  trades 

27 

— 

— 

Non-mechanical  factories 

329 

8 

— 

Mechanical  factories 

866 

43 

— 

Workplaces 

Outworkers’  premises  . . . . 

202 

2 

— 

9 

■ 

— 

Shop  premises 

1,547 

19 

— 

Seamen’s  lodging  houses: — 

Day 

345 

22 

— 

Night  . . 

42 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses: — 

Day 

15 

1 

— 

Night 

— 

— 

32 

Other  premises,  etc. 

17,454 

261 

Total 

33,790 

2,611 

657 

The  number  of  drains  tested  was  302  (195  with  smoke  and  107  with  chemicals). 

The  following  is  a summary  of  nuisances  abated,  repairs  executed,  etc.,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

Vermin  (Private  Houses) 

Number  of  houses  found  verminous  . . . . . . 79 

Number  of  houses  where  vermin  was  abated  . . . . 34 
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Nuisances  Abated,  etc. 

Houses 

Number  extensively  repaired  . . . . . . . . 61 

Number  where  minor  repairs  completed  ..  ..  ..  1,099 

Pantries  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Dirty  conditions  remedied  . . . . . . . . 4 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . . . 9 

Drainage 

Drains  tested — smoke  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  195 

„ „ chemicals  . . . . . . . . 107 

New  drains  constructed  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Drains  re-laid  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . * 223 

Drains  cleansed  . . . . . . . . . . 636 

Troughs  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Troughs  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Bath  and  lavatory  wastes  renewed  or  repaired  . . . . 4 

Baths  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 5 

W.C.s 

Additional  W.C.s  provided  . . . . . . . . 12 

W.C.s  reconstructed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 90 

Flushing  apparatus  provided  . . . . . . . . 9 

Flushing  apparatus  repaired  . . . . . . . . 6 

Urinals 

Reconstructed  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

Flushing  apparatus  fixed  or  repaired  . . . . . . 2 

Water  Supply 

Samples  of  Water  taken  for  analysis  . . . . . . 32 

Swimming  Baths 

Samples  of  water  taken  . . . . . . . . 222 

Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  . . . . . . 1 

Repairs  or  improvements  effected  . . . . . . 7 

Overcrowding  abated  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Amusement  Places 

Improvements  effected  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

Number  of  premises  where  sanitary  improvements  have  been 

effected  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Washing  facilities  provided  or  improved  (geysers)  . . . . 36 

Food  Shops,  Kitchens,  Fried  Fish  Shops,  Etc. 

Improved  or  repaired  . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . . . 5 

Cleanliness  improved  . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Dustbins  provided  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Washing  facilities  provided  or  improved  (geysers)  . . . . 50 
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Stables,  Piggeries,  Etc. 

Sanitary  conditions  improved  . . . . . . 1 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . 1 

Back  Lanes 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . 1 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act 

Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . _ ii5 

Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926 

Visits  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  261 

Warnings  regarding  labelling  ..  ..  ..  ..  164 

Shops  Act  Inspections 

Visits  to  shops  ..  ..  ..  ..  . . 1,547 

Visits  to  Shops  (Sundays)  . . . . . . . . 14 

Observations: — 

Closing  Order?  (Sundays)  . . . . . . . . 38 

Closing  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . 89 

Half  Holiday  Orders  . . . . . . . . . . 692 

Notices  provided  or  renewed: — 

Mixed  shop  and  weekly  half-holiday  ..  ..  41 

Sanitary  conveniences  provided  . . . . . . . . 2 

Sanitary  conveniences  repaired  . . . . . . . . 3 

Washing  facilities  provided  . . . . . . . . 5 

Washing  facilities  repaired  . . . . . . . . 1 

Accumulations  removed  . . . . . . . . 2 

Cleansing  carried  out  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Warnings: — 

Weekly  half-holiday  . . . . . . . . 20 

Closing  Orders  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Assistants’  half-holiday  . . . . . . . . 3 

Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act  . . . . . . 1 

Sunday  Closing  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Notices  served — intimation  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

„ complied  „ . . . . . . . . 1 

Common  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  two  registered  common  lodging  houses. 
Seamen’s  Lodging  Houses. — There  are  39  licensed  seamen’s  lodging  houses. 

RODENT  CONTROL 

Ten  operatives  under  the  control  of  a Rodent  Officer  are  responsible  for  this  work. 
Eight  operatives  are  engaged  solely  on  sewer  treatments  and  infestations  in  business 
premises  and  Corporation  properties,  whilst  the  other  two  operatives  confine  themselves 
to  complaints  from  private  householders  and  other  minor  infestations. 

The  whole  sewerage  system  of  the  City  has  been  treated  twice  during  the  year;  districts 
which  on  previous  occasions  were  found  to  be  free  from  infestation  were  Test  Baited  and 
treatment  was  carried  out  where  this  was  necessary.  As  a result  of  these  operations  71 
bodies  were  found,  and  it  is  calculated  that  19,489  rats  were  destroyed,  6,970  fewer  than  the 
previous  year. 

Corporation  properties  treated  included  Bus  Depots  at  Sloper  Road,  Newport  Road, 
Clare  Road,  Wood  Street  and  the  Transport  Department  Offices,  Wood  Street;  all  of 
these  were  treated  four  times  during  the  year.  Public  Works  Department  Yards,  Stores 
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workshops  and  stables,  Cardiff  Central  Market,  Roath  Abattoir,  the  main  depot  and  other 
sections  of  the  Parks  Department  and  the  Refuse  Tips  in  the  City  have  also  been  regularly 
treated.  As  a result  of  these  operations,  36  bodies  were  found,  and  it  is  calculated  that 
922  rats  were  destroyed,  608  fewer  than  the  previous  year. 

During  the  year  the  Corporation  undertook  to  maintain  treatments  at  various  intervals 
at  168  Business  Premises,  an  increase  of  25  over  the  previous  year.  These  included  food 
stores,  cafes,  warehouses,  engineering  works,  the  knackers  yard,  a brewery,  malthouses  and 
cinemas,  at  a cost  ranging  between  £2  and  £50  each.  The  total  receipts  for  this  work  were 
approximately  £1,327,  which  is  an  increase  of  £227  over  the  previous  year.  As  a result  of 
these  operations  267  bodies  were  found,  and  it  is  calculated  that  4,525  rats  were  destroyed, 
678  more  than  the  previous  year. 

It  was  found  necessary  to  treat  only  one  block  of  premises  which  was  found  to  have 
an  infestation  of  both  black  and  brown  rats.  The  treatment  which  included  the  sewers, 
involved  8 business  premises  and  5 private  dwellings.  The  cost  of  the  treatment  at  the 
business  premises  was  recovered. 

Private  dwellings  are  dealt  with  entirely  by  two  operatives  who  work  from  the  City 
Hall  and  are  in  direct  contact  with  the  Sanitary  Inspectors.  These  men  recovered  227 
bodies,  and  it  is  calculated  they  destroyed  2,408  rats.  The  number  of  complaints  of  rats 
appears  to  be  on  the  increase,  which  is  surprising  in  view  of  the  sustained  effort  that  has 
been  made  to  deal  with  the  problem.  During  the  year  812  complaints  of  rat  infestations 
and  131  complaints  of  mice  were  received. 

The  25  farms  in  the  City  were  inspected  and  18  of  these  showed  no  evidence  of  rats. 
The  remaining  7 farms  were  only  slightly  infested,  and  these  were  referred  to  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee. 


FACTORIES 


The  number  and  type  of  factories  on  the  register  is  as  follows: — 


Bakehouses  . . . . . . . . 98 

Laundries  . . . . . . . . 21 

Tailors  . . . . . . . . 49 

Dressmakers  and  Milliners  . . . . 28 

Boot  Repairers  . . . . . . 107 

Miscellaneous  . . . . . . . . 826 


Details  of  the  sanitary  inspection  of  factories  under  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  as 
follows: — 


Part  I of  the  Act 


1 .—Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(3) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(4) 

Written 

Notices 

(5) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(6) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3,  4 
and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

386 

329 

8 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

689 

866 

43 



(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding workers’  premises) 

35 

31 





Total 

1,110 

1,226 

51 

— 

43 


2— Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

Number  of 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(3) 

Remedied 

(4) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 
(6) 

cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(7) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

19 

12 

3 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  . . 

— 



Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 





Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 







Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6)  . . 







Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

3 

___ 

s 

( b ) Unsuitable  or  defective 

9 

11 



21 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

2 

2 





Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 
including  offences  relating  to  Out- 

work) 

11 

7 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

43 

35 

_ 

32 

— 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 

Outwork 


Section  1 10 

Section  111 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Section 
110  (1)  (c) 
(3) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 
(4) 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for 

failure  to 
supply  lists 

(5) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 
(6) 

Notices 

served 

(7) 

Prosecutions 

(8) 

Wearing  Apparel — 
Making,  etc. 

13 

— 

— 

— 

Atmospheric  Pollution. — The  main  complaints  again  concerned  grit  from  a Steel  Works 
and  a Dry  Cleaning  Factory,  and  vapour  from  the  Cooling  Towers  of  a Power  Station. 
Grit  arresting  apparatus  has  now  been  installed  at  the  Agglomeration  Plant  at  the  Steel 
Works  where  most  of  the  grit  trouble  originated,  and  subsequent  observations  indicate 
that  this  is  working  efficiently.  With  a large  industrial  plant  such  as  this  it  is  inevitable  that 
a certain  amount  of  smoke  and  grit  will  be  emitted,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  recent 
installation  will  reduce  this  to  a practicable  minimum.  The  Dry  Cleaning  Works,  which  is 
situated  in  the  centre  of  the  City,  was  an  easier  problem  as  only  one  vertical  boiler  was 
involved.  The  quantity  of  grit  emitted  was  very  considerable  and  affected  all  adjacent 
properties.  The  proprietors  were  very  co-operative  and  immediately  orders  were  given  for 
a grit  arresting  plant,  which  when  fitted,  intercepted  practically  all  gritty  particles. 

The  moisture  from  the  Cooling  Towers  presented  quite  a different  problem  and  was 
the  subject  of  considerable  research  by  the  Electricity  Commissioners.  Eventually  wooden 
eliminating  boards  were  fitted  in  each  of  the  towers  and  observations  since  indicate  these 
are  100  per  cent  successful. 
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In  order  to  obtain  a general  picture  of  the  amount  of  grit  deposited  throughout  the 
City  ordinary  jam  jars  were  placed  at  strategic  points  in  different  districts.  These  were  left 
for  a week,  and  after  collection  were  examined  at  the  Laboratory.  The  amounts  of  grit 
naturally  varied,  but  some  districts  showed  considerable  deposits.  The  experiment  was 
successful  in  indicating  the  areas  of  the  City  affected  by  grit  deposits  and  was  also  valuable 
in  enabling  the  Department  to  draw  comparisons  between  the  Splott  area,  which  is  adjacent 
to  the  Steel  Works  previously  referred  to,  and  other  parts  of  the  City. 

Public  Swimming  Baths. — All  the  swimming  baths  in  the  City  were  regularly  kept 
under  observation  and  weekly  samples  of  the  water  were  taken. 

Roath  Park  Lake  was  not  used  for  bathing  because  of  the  state  of  the  water  and  the 
danger  from  bather’s  rash. 

Cesspools,  Earth  and  Pail  Closets. — Extensions  of  the  sewers  continued,  and  in  spite 
of  the  fact  that  recent  extensions  of  the  City  brought  in  additional  premises  without  main 
drainage  there  are  now  only  46  houses  drained  to  cesspools  and  41  with  earth  or  pail  closets. 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds. — Indiscriminate  camping  was  not  a problem  during  the  year 
although  constant  watch  had  to  be  maintained  to  prevent  colonies  of  gypsies  becoming 
established  at  Leckwith.  The  Health  Committee  have  quite  rightly  opposed  any  attempt 
on  the  part  of  occupiers  to  establish  caravan  dwellings  in  the  City. 

Section  47,  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. — From  time  to  time  cases  of  aged  persons 
living  alone  in  insanitary  conditions  and  unable  to  devote  to  themselves  proper  care  and 
attention  are  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Department.  Frequently  these  cases  are  chronically 
sick  and  are  willing  to  enter  Hospital.  Whereas  before  the  commencement  of  the  National 
Health  Service  Scheme  Hospital  accommodation  could  readily  be  found  for  these  cases, 
it  is  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  secure  their  admittance  because  of  the  shortage  of 
beds;  neither  is  accommodation  available  at  any  of  the  Hostels  for  the  aged  belonging  to 
the  Council.  This  has  placed  the  Department  in  a quandary,  as  such  persons  are  often  a 
nuisance  to  the  other  occupants  of  the  house,  they  are  usually  in  need  of  constant  medical 
and  nursing  attention  and  their  condition  both  physically  and  environmentally  is  appalling. 
Home  Helps  cannot  be  expected  to  tackle  such  cases,  and  the  efforts  of  Health  Nurses 
and  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  ineffective.  Removal  to  Hospital  in  their  own  interest  and  in 
the  interest  of  Public  Health  is  the  only  solution  for  the  majority  of  these  cases  and  therefore 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  authorities  concerned  will  endeavour  to  meet  the  problem. 

Insects. — As  in  past  years  very  valuable  assistance  has  been  given  by  the  Department 
of  Zoology,  Welsh  National  Museum  in  identifying  numerous  insects  submitted  by  worried 
householders.  This  assistance,  including  advice  on  methods  of  eradication,  has  been  passed 
on  to  the  complainants,  who  are  thus  able  to  take  effective  preventative  measures. 

During  the  summer  months  many  complaints  of  wasps’  nests  in  gardens,  banks,  under 
roofs  and  even  under  floors  were  received.  These  were  quickly  and  effectively  dealt  with  by 
the  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  by  the  use  of  the  cyanide  gun. 

Shops  Act. — There  were  very  few  infringements  of  this  Act  during  the  year,  either 
regarding  closing  hours  or  hours  of  employment. 

Applications  for  extensions  of  closing  hours  and  exemptions  from  half  holiday  closing 
were  granted  for  three  Exhibitions  on  condition  that  no  assistant  was  employed  for  more 
than  48  hours  in  the  week  and  was  given  the  usual  weekly  half  holiday.  The  usual  Order 
suspending  closing  hours  for  six  days  before  Christmas  was  made. 

The  Hairdressers  in  the  City  made  an  application  for  a closing  order  making  it  com- 
pulsory for  all  hairdressing  establishments  to  close  at  6 p.m.  This  was  withdrawn  when  it 
was  pointed  out  that  the  Act  provided  that  the  earliest  closing  hour  permitted  under  a 
closing  order  was  7 p.m. 
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Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act,  1933. — During  the  year  260  licences  were  renewed  and  20 
new  licences  were  issued. 

Legal  Proceedings. — The  following  is  a summary  of  legal  proceedings  taken  during 
the  year  in  connection  with  general  sanitary  inspection: — 


Acts,  etc.,  under 
which  proceedings 
were  taken 

Number 

Fined 

Cautioned 

To  pay 
costs 

Dismissed 

With- 

drawn 

Nuisance 

Order 

obtained 

Amount  of 
Fines  and 
Costs 

Public  Health 

Act,  1936  . . 

45 

12 

1 

2 

1 

13 

16 

£ s.  d. 

38  4 6 

Housing  Act, 

1936 

5 

i 

2 

1 

1 

1 15  0 

Merchant  Ship- 
ping Act,  1894 

3 

3 

6 0 0 

Shops  Act,  1950 

8 

8 

— 

— 

— 

11  2 0 

Water  Supply. — The  Department  is  indebted  to  the  Water  Engineer  (Mr.  G.  W.  Cover) 
for  the  following  information: — 

(1)  The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  have  been  satisfactory. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  of  the  water,  before  and  after  treatment,  are  taken, 
also  at  various  points  on  the  distribution  system.  The  total  number  of  bacterio- 
logical samples  taken  was  618,  which  showed  the  bacterial  quality  of  the  water  to 
be  satisfactory.  Chemical  analyses  of  the  water  showed  the  chemical  and  physical 
characters  to  be  satisfactory. 

(3)  The  liability  of  plumbo-solvent  action  is  negligible,  but  precautions  are  taken  by 
way  of  the  controlled  alkalinity  of  the  water. 

(4)  All  potable  water  is  sterilised  by  chlorine  treatment. 

(5)  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  76,000  separately  rated  dwelling  places 
supplied  within  the  area  of  supply,  and  the  population  served  is  estimated  at 
296,000.  For  practical  purposes  there  is  no  domestic  supply  by  means  of  standpipes . 

A few  factories  supplement  their  supply  from  private  wells,  but  all  dwelling  houses, 
with  the  exception  of  seven  which  are  remote  from  the  Council  mains,  are  connected  to  a 
mains  supply.  Practically  every  house  has  an  inside  supply  complete  with  a washing-up 

sink.  . 


FOOD  AND  MILK 

All  slaughtering,  with  the  exception  of  a private  slaughterhouse  in  connection  with  a 
Bacon  Factory,  is  carried  out  at  the  Public  Abattoir  under  the  supervision  of  the  Veterinary 
Officer.  Carcases  at  the  private  slaughterhouse  are  inspected  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  district.  During  the  year  6,342  pigs  were  slaughtered  at  this  Slaughterhouse, 
tuberculosis  being  found  in  91  instances,  a proportion  of  1-4  per  cent.  Fifteen  unsound 
carcases  of  pork  were  destroyed,  and  the  total  weight  of  unsound  meat,  including  offal, 
surrendered  was  1 ton  15  cwt.  4 lbs. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  made  5,239  visits  to  restaurants,  food  preparing  places,  shops, 
stores,  markets,  etc.,  in  the  city  in  connection  with  the  hygienic  condition  of  the  premises 
and  the  inspection  of  foodstuffs.  The  approximate  weight  of  diseased  or  unsound  food 
surrendered  as  unfit  was  52  tons  1 cwt.  521  lbs.,  and  82  notices  were  served  for  the  remedy 
of  insanitary  conditions. 
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Meat  Hawkers. — Only  one  certificate  approving  of  the  storage  accommodation  for 
meat  sold  from  a vehicle  was  issued  during  the  year.  This  type  of  meat  trading  has  declined 
rapidly  in  recent  years  whereas  the  sale  of  other  foodstuffs  from  vehicles  is  definitely  on 
the  increase.  The  travelling  grocer’s  shop  or  fish  and  chip  van  now  seems  established  and 
unless  watched  there  is  a tendency  to  garage  such  vehicles  in  undesirable  places. 

Knackers  Yard. — The  only  Knackers  Yard  in  the  city  is  regularly  inspected  and  as  it 
is  owned  by  one  of  the  most  reputable  firms  no  difficulties  are  experienced. 

Pets’  Meat  Shops  are  also  subject  to  a routine  inspection. 

Offensive  Trades. — 28  Offensive  trades  are  established  in  the  city  which  include  gut 
scrapers,  tripe  boilers,  rag  and  bone  dealers  and  a fish  meal  factory.  These  are  kept  under 
regular  observation. 

Ice  Cream. — There  are  99  firms  or  persons  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream; 
of  these  only  35  are  manufacturing  at  the  moment,  1 5 producing  a hot  mix  and  the  remainder 
a cold  mix.  Of  the  274  retailers  of  ice  cream  only  72  sell  it  loose,  the  remainder  being  regis- 
tered for  wrapped  ice  cream  only.  Although  it  is  doubtful  whether  the  Act  permits  con- 
ditions of  sale  to  be  inserted  on  the  licence,  this  is  very  desirable  where  numerous  other 
commodities  are  sold  from  the  same  shop;  for  this  reason  the  Health  Committee  have 
always  considered  it  desirable  to  issue  licences  in  appropriate  cases  which  are  restricted  to 
wrapped  ice  cream  only. 

120  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  during  the  year 
and  of  these  106  were  in  Provisional  Grade  1;  5 in  Provisional  Grade  2;  4 in  Provisional 
Grade  3 and  only  5 in  Provisional  Grade  4.  This  result  reflects  great  credit  on  the  trade, 
as  the  year’s  results  are  by  far  the  best  that  we  have  had.  This  improvement  in  the  standard 
of  cleanliness  of  ice  cream  when  compared  with  the  results  obtained  prior  to  the  introduc- 
tion of  the  Heat  Treatment  Regulations  is  astounding. 

From  1st  March  a chemical  standard  for  ice  cream  became  operative,  and  with  one  or 
two  exceptions  samples  taken  locally  attained  this  standard. 

One  application  to  sell  ice  cream  was  refused  by  the  Health  Committee,  but  was 
subsequently  granted  when  the  premises  and  methods  had  shown  a marked  improvement. 

Food  Byelaws. — These  Byelaws,  covering  the  hygienic  handling  of  food  became  opera- 
tive on  the  1st  November,  and  should  materially  strengthen  our  general  powers.  Both 
the  Public  and  Traders  are  becoming  more  and  more  conscious  of  the  need  for  hygienic 
food  handling,  and  as  a result  of  the  publicity  given  to  the  subject  a gradual  improvement 
is  apparent.  Nevertheless  there  is  still  room  for  considerably  more  improvement,  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  both  traders  and  employees  will  co-operate  to  this  end. 

The  Civic  Buildings  and  Markets  Committee  have  recognised  the  need  for  better 
facilities  and  more  protection  of  foodstuffs  displayed  in  the  Central  Market  and  have  asked 
the  City  Surveyor  to  prepare  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  constant  hot  water  and  washing- 
up  sinks  to  all  the  side  stalls,  and  also  those  in  the  centre  handling  susceptible  food.  The 
stallholders  themselves  will  be  expected  to  provide  glass  fronts  and  tops  to  those  stalls 
selling  made-up  foods,  etc. 

The  same  Committee  have  also  decided  to  remove  the  open  air  market  from  Hayes 
Island  to  a more  suitable  site  at  Mill  Lane. 


MILK  SUPPLY 

Excluding  those  selling  bottled  milk  only,  there  are  84  dairies  on  the  register  whilst 
there  are  167  shops  registered  for  the  sale  of  bottled  milk. 

The  Health  Committee  have  always  frowned  upon  the  small  general  shop  selling  loose 
milk  and  have  therefore  established  the  principle  of  bottled  milk  only  in  such  premises. 
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Nine  Firms  are  now  producing  pasteurised  milk  in  local  dairies.  Of  these  7 are  using 
the  Holder  Process  and  2 the  H.T.S.T.  process.  Two  firms  are  producing  Sterilised  Milk. 

695  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  were  taken  to  ascertain  whether  the  standard  was 
being  maintained;  159  of  these  were  taken  at  the  Railway  Station  and  the  remainder  from 
the  diary  or  on  the  round;  676  samples  were  in  every  respect  satisfactory,  9 failed  to  comply 
with  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  and  10  failed  on  the  Phosphatase  Test.  In  all  cases  where 
samples  failed  to  comply  with  the  standard  follow  up  visits  were  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

54  samples  of  T.T.  (Pasteurised)  Milk  were  taken,  1 sample  failing  to  satisfy  the  Methy- 
lene Blue  Test.  91  samples  of  Sterilised  Milk  were  taken  and  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 

Of  97  samples  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  examined  96  were  up  to  standard  and  1 
failed  in  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

29  samples  of  ungraded  raw  milk  were  also  examined  and  28  were  satisfactory,  1 
failing  in  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Tuberculosis  Infection. — 35  samples  of  ungraded  raw  milk  and  68  samples  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Milk  were  examined  for  Tubercular  infection;  all  were  negative. 

At  the  request  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  the  Department  continued  to  col- 
laborate in  the  investigation  to  test  the  efficiency  of  H.T.S.T.  Pasteurising  Plants  for  the 
destruction  of  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Of  50  samples  of  raw  milk  taken  immediately  prior  to 
pasteurisation,  15  were  found  to  contain  Tubercle  Bacilli.  Samples  of  the  same  milk  after 
pasteurisation  were  all  negative. 


Legal  Proceedings  (Food  and  Drugs) 


Acts,  etc.,  under 
which  proceedings 
were  taken 

Number 

Fined 

— 

Cautioned 

— 

To  pay 
costs 
only 

Dismissed 

With- 

drawn 

Amount  of  Fines 
and  Costs 

Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1938 

17 

10 

2 

5 

£ s.  d. 

149  3 0 

Food  and  Drugs 
(Milk,  Dairies  and 
Artificial  Cream) 
Act,  1950 

1 

1 

20  0 0 

Milk  Control  and 
Prices  (GB)  Order 
1951 

1 

. 

1 





13  3 0 

Merchandise  Marks 
Act,  1887 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 0 0 

48 


X — Report  for  1951  of 

Mr.  J.  H.  M.  HUGHES,  M.R.C.V.S.,  D.V.S.M. 
Veterinary  Officer 


The  work  of  the  Veterinary  Section  of  the  Department  consists  chiefly  of: — 

(1)  The  administration  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Act  1950  and  all  Orders 
made  thereunder  within  the  City  of  Cardiff. 

(2)  The  inspection  of  meat  and  by-products  at  Roath  Abattoir. 

(3)  The  granting  of  veterinary  health  certificates  for  meat  products  as  demanded 
by  most  importing  countries. 

(4)  The  certification  of  disinfection  of  packing  straw  used  in  exported  merchandise. 

(5)  The  management  and  maintenance  of  the  Public  Works  Department’s  stud  of 
horses. 

(6)  Veterinary  attention  to  livestock  on  Whitchurch  Hospital  Farms. 

(7)  Veterinary  services  to  the  City  Police  under  the  Protection  of  Animals  Acts. 

(8)  Veterinary  assistance  and  advice  to  any  Corporation  department  on  request. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  AND  ORDERS 

The  Veterinary  Officer,  being  an  appointed  Inspector  under  the  Act  and  Orders, 
is  responsible  for  their  general  administration  in  the  City.  Fourteen  highly  contagious 
diseases  are  scheduled  under  the  Act,  viz: — Anthrax,  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  Swine 
Fever,  Sheep  Scab,  certain  forms  of  Tuberculosis,  Fowl  Pest,  Epizootic  Abortion  in  Cattle, 
Parasite  Mange  in  Horses,  Asses  and  Mules,  Sheep  Pox,  Cattle  Plague,  Contagious  Bovine 
Pluero-pneumonia,  Glanders,  Epizootic  Lymphangitis  and  Rabies.  The  last  six  of  these 
diseases  have  not  been  encountered  in  this  country  for  many  years  and  no  case  of  parasitic 
mange  has  been  recorded  during  the  past  three  years. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  no  confirmed  case  of  any  scheduled  disease  has  been  found 
in  the  City  during  the  year.  A number  of  the  now  extinct  scheduled  diseases  are  prevalent 
abroad  and  strict  quarantine  regulations  prevent  their  entry  into  this  country.  Below  will 
be  found  details  of  investigations  carried  out  and  legislature  implemented  during  the  year. 

Swine  Fever  Order,  1938. — In  this  City  it  is  the  custom  for  all  pig  keepers  to  report  all 
deaths  or  suspicious  illnesses  in  their  stock.  During  the  year  13  such  cases  were  investigated 
all  of  which  proved  negative.  In  one  case  the  lesions  were  sufficiently  suspicious  to  imple- 
ment the  provisions  of  the  Order.  Swine  Fever  has  now  proved  to  be  a serious  menace  to 
the  pig  population  as  will  be  seen  by  the  summary  of  diseases  and  constant  vigilance  is 
required  to  detect  any  early  outbreak. 

Regulation  of  Movement  of  Swine  Order,  1950. — At  the  weekly  livestock  sales  at  Ely 
Market  76  licenses  for  the  movement  of  324  store  pigs  to  premises  in  the  City  and  Glamorgan 
County  were  granted.  In  addition,  2,198  store  pigs  were  licensed  into  the  City  by  other 
authorities.  All  such  pigs  were  subject  to  28  days’  detention  on  arrival  so  as  to  localise 
any  possible  disease  they  might  introduce. 

Swine  Fever  (Eastern  Counties  Infected  Area)  Order,  1951. — This  Order  was  intended 
to  combat  a severe  wave  of  Swine  Fever  in  Eastern  England.  It  imposes  very  definite 
restrictions  on  the  movement  and  marketing  of  pigs  in  the  Infected  Area. 
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Rabies  Order,  1938.— Strict  supervision  of  dogs  in  a port  town  is  necessary  to  prevent 
the  reintroduction  of  the  now  extinct  disease  of  Rabies.  By  virtue  of  an  arrangement  with 
the  City  Police,  57  dogs  showing  vicious  tendencies  were  examined  with  negative  results. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Orders,  1928-1938. — During  the  year  116  outbreaks  of  Foot 
and  Mouth  Disease  were  recorded  in  this  country  involving  the  slaughter  of  12,875  animals. 
Fortunately  all  outbreaks  of  the  disease  were  far  removed  from  Cardiff  and  our  local  stock 
owners  suffered  no  inconvenience.  The  series  of  outbreaks  were  sufficiently  serious  for  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  invoke  the  provisions  of  the  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  (Controlled 
Areas)  Restrictions  Orders,  1938.  The  Order  was  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Fowl  Pest  Order,  1936. — Fowl  Pest,  which  comprises  the  virus  diseases  of  Newcastle 
Disease  and  Fowl  Plague,  continues  to  exact  a heavy  toll  in  the  poultry  industry.  During 
the  year  8 suspected  outbreaks  were  investigated  in  the  City  which  all  proved  negative. 
A total  of  844  outbreaks  of  the  disease  in  this  country  caused  the  Ministry  to  make  special 
Orders  to  control  the  disease. 

Poultry  Carcases  (Importation)  (Amendment)  Order,  1951.  Poultry  Carcases  (Importation) 

(Amendment  No.  2)  Order,  1951. — As  infected  imported  poultry  carcases  are  considered  to 
be  the  cause  of  many  outbreaks  of  fowl  pest,  strict  limitation  on  their  import  from  certain 
countries  was  imposed  by  these  Orders.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  only  countries  from  which 
raw  poultry  carcases  were  freely  admitted  were:  Ireland,  Jersey,  Australia,  New  Zealand, 
Argentina,  Uruguay  and  Southern  Rhodesia.  The  import  of  raw  poultry  carcases  was 
prohibited  from  France,  Hungary,  Belgium,  Poland,  Canada  and  Holland. 

Isles  of  Scilly  (Prohibition  of  Importation  of  Live  Poultry  and  Hatching  Eggs)  Order, 
1951. — Owing  to  the  freedom  of  the  Isles  of  Scilly  from  Fowl  Pest  the  importation  to  the 
Islands  of  live  poultry  and  hatching  eggs  from  the  mainland  was  prohibited. 

The  Live  Poultry  and  Hatching  Eggs  (Mid-Lancashire)  Restrictions  Order,  1951. — Fowl 
Pest  was  more  prevalent  in  the  Lancashire  area  than  elsewhere  and  this  Order  imposed 
stringent  restrictions  on  the  movement  of  poultry  and  eggs  from  the  area. 

Live  Poultry  (Restrictions)  Order,  1951. — This  Order  prohibits  the  holding  of  poultry 
shows  and  sales  of  store  poultry  throughout  the  country.  It  defines  five  Scheduled  Areas 
where  Fowl  Pest  is  known  to  exist  and  prohibits  the  movement  of  all  poultry  from  these 
Areas.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Cardiff  is  situated  in  one  of  these  Areas. 

Anthrax  Order,  1938. — One  suspected  case  of  Anthrax  was  investigated  which  proved 

to  be  negative. 

Transit  of  Horses  Order,  1951. — Under  the  provisions  of  this  Order  and  a similar 
Order  which  was  revoked  in  March,  a total  of  80  horses  and  ponies  were  examined  prior 
to  loading  at  Fairwater  railway  siding.  All  horses  were  found  fit  to  travel. 

Transit  of  Animals  Orders,  1927-1947. — A total  of  343  cattle  destined  for  the  London 
knacker  yards  were  examined  at  Fairwater  siding  before  loading.  Two  cows  and  one  bull 
were  found  to  be  unfit  for  the  journey  and  were  slaughtered  locally. 

Animals  (Landing  from  Ireland,  Channel  Islands  and  Isle  of  Man)  Order,  1933. — A total 
of  2,441  Irish  cattle  were  licensed  to  Roath  Abattoir  from  the  landing  ports  of  Birkenhead 
and  Heysham. 

Sheep  Scab  (Amendment)  Order,  1951. — This  Order  modifies  Part  II  of  the  Sheep 
scab  Order,  1938,  in  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  movement  of  sheep  from  a Ministry  of  Food 
collecting  centre  to  an  authorised  slaughterhouse. 
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Diseases  of  Animals  (Boiling  of  Foodstuffs)  Order,  1947. — During  the  year  35  visits 
were  paid  to  pig  keepers  premises  in  the  City  to  ensure  the  provision  of  proper  boiling 
facilities  for  kitchen  waste. 

Markets,  Sales  and  Lairs  Orders,  1925-1927. — All  weekly  Sales  of  livestock  at  Ely 
Market  were  visited  in  connection  with  this  Order. 

Warble  Fly  (Dressing  of  Cattle)  Order,  1948. — This  Order  operates  from  the  15th  March 
to  the  15th  June  each  year  and  during  the  period  all  cattle  visibly  infested  with  the  larvae 
of  the  Warble  Fly  must  be  dressed  with  an  approved  parasiticide.  Special  note  was  taken 
of  cattle  exposed  for  sale  for  evidence  of  infestation. 


Summary  of  Outbreaks  of  Scheduled  Diseases  in  Great  Britain  for  Years 

1948-1951 


1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

Anthrax 

118 

244 

344 

407 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

15 

15 

20 

116 

Sheep  Scab 

69 

46 

26 

16 

Fowl  Pest 

267 

582 

172 

844 

Parasitic  Mange 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Swine  Fever 

27 

5 

430 

1,343 

PET  ANIMALS  ACT,  1951 

This  Act  which  was  made  in  1951  for  the  regulation  of  the  sale  of  pet  animals  does  not 
come  into  operation  until  the  1st  April,  1952.  The  Veterinary  Officer  and  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  have  been  appointed  Authorised  Officers  to  institute  proceedings  for  any  breach 
of  the  Act. 


PROTECTION  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1911 

All  work  under  this  Act  was  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  City  Police.  During  the 
year  21  dogs,  6 cats  and  3 stray  horses,  which  were  injured  in  road  accidents,  were  attended. 
Five  dogs,  3 cats  and  1 horse  were  destroyed  and  the  remainder  treated  for  injuries. 


THE  TUBERCULOSIS  (ATTESTED  HERDS)  SCHEME,  1950 

This  scheme  which  aims  at  the  entire  eradication  of  bovine  tuberculosis  has  made  good 
progress  during  the  year  as  shown  by  the  comparative  figures  below.  At  the  31st  December 
there  was  a total  of  2,977,056  tubercle  free  cattle  in  the  country  which  is  31-3%  of  the  total 
cattle  population.  The  number  of  cattle  herds  totally  free  from  the  disease  are: — 


England 

Wales 

Scotland 

Total 

31st  December,  1951 

36,181 

20,640 

17,204 

74,025 

„ „ 1950  .. 

25,814 

15,543 

13,688 

55,045 

„ „ 1949  .. 

18,838 

13,818 

12,233 

44,889 

1948  .. 

12,972 

12,276 

11,143 

36,391 

PERFORMING  ANIMALS  (REGULATIONS)  ACT,  1925 

The  performing  animals  exhibited  at  one  circus  and  one  theatre  were  examined.  One 
lion  cage  was  found  to  be  slightly  overcrowded  which  the  owners  had  rectified. 
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DISINFECTION  OF  PACKING  STRAW 

Owing  to  the  possible  transfer  of  the  virus  of  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  by  way  of 
packing  straw,  most  importing  countries  insist  on  the  effective  disinfection  of  straw  used 
to  pack  merchandise  and  require  certificates  to  this  effect.  During  the  year  I made  frequent 
inspections  of  the  disinfecting  plant  of  a local  firm  and  issued  certificates  in  respect  of  the 
following  consignments: — 


South  Africa 

. 827 

Cyprus 

. . 40 

Newfoundland 

19 

Australia 

. 189 

Canada 

. . 35 

N.  Ireland 

6 

New  Zealand  . 

. 96 

Sweden 

..  10 

U.S.A 

3 

Fiji 

5 

Venezuela 

6 

MEAT  INSPECTION  SERVICE 

The  service  entails  the  employment  of  three  full-time  meat  inspectors  with  the  Veterin- 
ary Officer  acting  as  Chief  Meat  Inspector.  With  the  exception  of  one  bacon  factory,  all 
animals  for  human  consumption  are  slaughtered  at  Roath  Abattoir  where  meat  inspectors 
are  on  duty  at  all  times  during  slaughtering  operations.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  Roath  Abattoir 
serves  a large  consuming  public  outside  the  City,  such  as  Penarth,  Whitchurch,  Caerphilly 
and  Abertridwr. 

All  animals  ariving  for  slaughter  are  subjected  to  veterinary  ante-mortem  inspection 
which  serves  the  useful  purpose  of  detecting  any  unfit  animals  which  are  subjected  to  a 
special  inspection  and  possible  detention  after  slaughter  for  bacteriological  examination. 
Furthermore,  cases  of  scheduled  disease  can  be  found  at  once  and  dealt  with  under  the 
various  Orders  before  contamination  of  the  slaughterhouse  results. 


Carcases  and  Organs  Inspected  and  Rejected  as  Unfit  for  Food 
(Form  as  set  out  by  the  Ministry  of  Health) 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  Killed 

10,305 

4,370 

5,686 

43,710 

3,024 

Number  Inspected 

10,305 

4,370 

5,686 

43,710 

3,024 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

3 

39 

81 

59 

13 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

165 

312 

347 

8,903 

275 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  Tuberculosis 

1 60 

713 

610 

20-36 

9 09 

Tuberculosis  Only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

17 

86 

10 

9 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

968 

1,608 

18 
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Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

9-39 

36-79 

0-31 

— 

8-62 

Animals  Slaughtered  at  the  Roath  Abattoir,  Cardiff 


Year 


1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1939 

Cattle 

14,675 

14,837 

12,687 

11,767 

11,968 

6,693 

Calves 

5,686 

8,316 

8,330 

6,547 

5,070 

7,788 

Sheep 

43,710 

42,844 

44,099 

40,024 

41,871 

53,632 

Pigs 

3,024 

1,693 

1,686 

578 

164 

25,257 

Total  . . 

67,095 

67,690 

66,802 

58,916 

59,073 

93,370 
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Table  Showing  Causes  of  Rejection  of  Carcases  and  Part  Carcases 


Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Part 

Total 

Part 

Total 

Part 

Total 

Part 

Tuberculosis 

102 

232 

10 

9 

176 

Bruising 

1 

31 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— 

20 

Fevered,  Moribund  or 
Ill-bled 

1 

12 

8 

1 

Jaundice 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Oedema  and/or 
Emaciation 

28 

13 

40 

1 

3 

_ 

Peritonitis 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pluerisy  and  Pnuemonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Conditions 

8 

8 

3 

— 

9 

9 

5 

4 

Immaturity 

— 

— 

36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nephritis — Septic 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

6 

Pyaemia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Acetonaemia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Decomposition 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bone  Taint 

— 

24 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cellulitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Urticaria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Navel  111 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gangrene 

1 

— 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pyogenes  Lymphadenitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Melanosis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Joint  111  . . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Enteritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

145 

304 

91 

1 

59 

17 

22 

213 

Weight  in  lbs.  . . 

70,170 

3,061 

1,841 

2,875 

30,820 

6 

101 

3,528 

Table  Showing  Incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  Organs 


Animals  Slaughtered 

Organs 
affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

Percentage 

f 254  Bulls  

61 

24  01 

Cattle  i 10,051  Heifers/Steers  .. 

l 

816 

811 

4,370  Cows 

1,467 

33-57 

Calves  5,686 

18 

0-31 

Sheep  43,710  

— 

— 

Pigs  3,024 

261 

8-62 
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Total  Weight  of  Meat  and  Offal  Rejected  from  Animals  Slaughtered  at 

Roath  Abattoir 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

145  Carcases  of  Beef  . . 

31 

6 

2 

2 

91  Carcases  of  Veal  .. 

1 

7 

I 

9 

59  Carcases  of  Mutton 

16 

1 

21 

22  Carcases  of  Pork 

1 

5 

2 

19 

304  Part  Carcases  of  Beef 

13 

15 

20 

1 Part  Carcase  Veal 



6 

17  Part  Carcases  Mutton 





3 

17 

213  Part  Carcases  of  Pork 

1 

11 

2 

Cattle  Offal 

100 

17 

3 

22 

Calf  Offal  



12 

1 

21 

Sheep  Offal 

5 

10 

7 

Pig  Offal 

3 

5 

3 

21 

Total 

160 

9 

3 

25 

Meat  and  Offal  Rejected  ex  Other  Slaughterhouses 


Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Beef  Offal 

16 

1 

9 

Sheep  Offal 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Pig  Offal 

— 

8 

3 

11 

Total 

1 

5 

2 

— 

Grand  Total  of  Meat  and  Offal  rejected  at  Roath  Abattoir  during  1951:  162  tons, 
14  cwts.  1 Qr.  24  lbs. 


Table  Showing  Incidence  of  Cycticercus  Bovis 


Number  of  Cattle 

Killed 

Number  of  Cases 
of  Cyst.  Bovis 

Percentage  of 
Infestation 

Total 

Percentage 

4,370  Cows  . . 

18 

0 41 

j 

y 0-62 

10,305  Other  Cattle 

74 

0-71 

J 
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Number  of  Diseased  Organs  Condemned 


Bovine 

Swine 

Sheep 

Heads  (including  tongues) — 

Tuberculosis 

1,892 

172 



Other  Conditions 

139 

— 

— 

Lungs — 

Tuberculosis 

2,562 

— 



Other  Conditions 

235 

— 

— 

Hearts — 

Tuberculosis 

2,504 

— 



Other  Conditions 

266 

— 

— 

Plucks — 

Tuberculosis 

— 

89 



Other  Conditions 

— 

197 

1,908 

Udders — 

Tuberculosis 

5 

— 



Other  Conditions 

3,332 

— 

— 

Thick  Skirts — 

Tuberculosis 

1,436 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions 

216 

— 

— 

Spleens— 

Tuberculosis 

2,275 

— 



Other  Conditions 

5 

— 

— 

Livers — 

Tuberculosis 

499 

2 

— 

Other  Conditions 

4,421 

61 

6,575 

Tripes — 

Tuberculosis 

314 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions 

288 

— 

— 

Condemnation  Certificates. — 682  Certificates  were  granted  in  respect  of  condemned 
carcases  and  offals  at  Roath  Abattoir,  Cardiff,  during  the  year  1951. 


EXPORTATION  OF  MEAT  PRODUCTS 


In  consequence  of  my  authorisation  as  certifying  veterinary  surgeon  I granted  health 
certificates  in  respect  of  the  following  consignments  of  meat  products  which  were  derived 
from  animals  slaughtered  at  Roath  Abattoir. 


To  Switzerland 
To  Israel 
To  U.S.A.  . . 
To  U.S.A.  . . 


500  pkgs.  Canned  Meat 
490  pkgs.  Kosher  Canned  Meat 
160  pkgs.  Canned  Meat 
2 Tins  Beef 


6 tons  8 cwts. 
13  tons  6 cwts. 
4 tons  10  cwts. 
— 2 lbs. 


VETERINARY  SERVICES  TO  OTHER  DEPARTMENTS 

Public  Works  Department. — 101  visits  were  paid  to  Trade  Street  Stables  in  connection 
with  the  management  and  maintenance  of  the  stud  of  horses.  Llansoy,  Kidwelly,  Loughor, 
Llangwm  and  Nelson  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  purchasing  young  horses. 

Police  Department. — 77  visits  were  paid  to  animals  at  the  request  of  the  City  Police. 

Cardiff  Mental  Hospitals  Management  Committee. — By  virtue  of  a financial  arrange- 
ment, veterinary  attention  is  given  to  all  livestock  owned  by  this  Committee.  During  the 
year  51  visits  were  paid  to  Whitchurch  Hospital  Farms. 
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XI — Report  for  1951  of 

Mr.  STANLEY  DIXON,  M.Sc.,  F.R.I.C.,  Public  Analyst 

The  work  carried  out  in  the  City  Analyst’s  Laboratory  during  the  year  1951  is  sum- 
marised in  the  following  table,  which  shows  the  total  number  of  samples  examined  and 
reported  upon  and  the  headings  under  which  they  were  classified: 


For  the  City  of  Cardiff: 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  etc.  ..  ..  ..  1,375 

Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and 

Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations  ..  ..  ..  \\2 

Under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  . . . . 15 

For  the  Port  Health  Authority  . . . . . . 34 

For  the  Public  Health  Department  . . . . . . 54 

For  the  City  Surveyor’s  Department  . . . . . . 10 

For  the  Parks  and  Baths  Department  . . . . . . 4 

From  other  sources  . . . . . . . . . . 20 


For  the  County  Borough  of  Swansea: 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  etc.  . . . . . . 512 

For  the  Public  Health  Department  . . . . . . 35 

For  the  Weights  and  Measures  Department — 

Under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act  . . 30 

Under  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  . . . . 1 

For  the  Port  Health  Authority  . . . . . . 5 

583 


Total  . . . . 2,207 


A separate  report  on  the  work  carried  out  for  the  County  Borough  of  Swansea  is 
made  to  the  Swansea  Health  Committee. 

FOOD  LEGISLATION,  Etc.,  1951 

During  the  year  under  review,  a number  of  Statutory  Instruments  affecting  the  work 
of  the  Public  Analyst  were  made  by  the  Ministry  of  Food.  These  include  five  new  Food 
Standards  Orders  covering  Cream,  Ice-cream,  Edible  Gelatine,  Meat  Paste  and  Fish  Paste. 

Standards  for  edible  gelatine,  meat  paste  and  fish  paste  have  been  in  force  for  some  years 
but  the  control  orders  under  which  they  were  originally  made  have  been  revoked  and  the 
standards  re-enacted  with  some  amendments  as  Food  Standards  Orders  made  under  the 
Defence  (Sale  of  Food)  Regulations.  In  the  cases  of  meat  and  fish  pastes,  the  standards 
now  apply  to  both  imported  and  home  produced  articles,  whereas  formerly  they  applied 
only  to  home  produced  pastes. 

The  Food  Standards  (Cream)  Order,  1951. — This  Order,  which  came  into  force  on 
the  9th  May,  1951,  prescribes  the  following  minimum  standards  for  the  fat  content  of 
cream  made  from  cows’  milk: — 

Minimum 

Description  Fat  Content 

(per  cent) 

Cream  (whether  sold  as  such  or  under  a description  such  as 

“ single  cream,”  “ fruit  cream  ” or  “ coffee  cream  ”)  ..  18 

Sterilised  cream  . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Double  cream,  thick  cream  or  clotted  cream  . . . . 48 

The  sale  of  fresh  cream,  however,  was  limited  to  barely  two  months  of  the  year, 
though  clotted  cream  may  still  be  sold  in  catering  establishments  within  a specified  area 
in  the  South  and  South-West  of  England. 
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The  Food  Standards  (Ice  cream)  Order,  1951.— On  several  occasions  since  the  end  of 
the  war,  the  Ministry  of  Food  has  considered  the  desirability  of  introducing  minimum 
standards  of  composition  for  ice-cream,  but  each  time  this  matter  was  deferred  because,  on 
account  of  the  scarcity  of  fats  and  milk  powder,  a satisfactory  standard  could  only  be 
prescribed  at  the  expense  of  a reduction  of  supplies  of  ice-cream  to  the  public. 

In  view  of  the  improvement  in  the  supply  of  these  ingredients,  however,  on  the  1st 
January,  1951,  the  Minister  made  the  Food  Standards  (Ice-cream)  Order,  1951,  but  in 
order  to  allow  existing  stocks  of  ice-cream  powder  to  be  disposed  of,  it  did  not  come  into 
operation  until  the  1st  March,  1951.  This  Order  provides  that  ordinary  ice-cream  shall 
contain  at  least  5 per  cent  of  fat,  1\  per  cent  of  milk  solids  other  than  fat,  and  10  per  cent 
of  sugar,  of  which  not  less  than  1\  per  cent  must  be  sucrose.  Special  standards  are  pre- 
scribed for  ice-cream  containing  fruits  and  for  Kosher  ices. 

Sausages. — The  Food  Control  Order  that  regulates  the  composition  of  meat  products 
was  amended  during  the  year  to  permit  in  sausages  the  replacement  of  up  to  10  per  cent 
of  meat  by  skimmed  milk  powder,  the  replacement  to  be  in  the  proportion  of  6 parts  of 
milk  powder  instead  of  10  parts  of  meat. 

Use  of  the  word  “ Butter  ” in  the  Description  of  Confectionery. — A number  of  “ codes 

of  practice  ” are  agreed  between  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  representatives  of  various 
sections  of  the  food  industry.  Towards  the  close  of  the  year  1951,  the  Ministry  informed 
Food  and  Drugs  Authorities  that  agreement  had  been  reached  with  the  confectionery 
trade  with  effect  that  when  the  unqualified  word  “ butter  ” or  a synonym  is  used  in  the 
description  of  sugar  confectionery,  such  products  will  contain  not  less  than  4 per  cent  of 
butter-fat,  and  that  where  the  word  “ butter  ” or  a synonym  is  used  in  the  description  of  a 
product  that  contains  butter  in  less  amount  than  4 per  cent,  the  word  will  be  qualified 
by  the  term  “ flavoured.” 

Although  these  codes  of  practice  have  not  the  force  of  law,  they  have  done  much  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  consumer  without  subjecting  the  trade  to  further  control  by 
legislation. 


Samples  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938 

The  total  number  of  samples  of  food  and  drugs  examined  during  the  year  for  the  City 
of  Cardiff  was  1,375.  The  fact  that  a sample  is  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  the  Food 
and  Drugs  Act  does  not  prevent  action  being  taken  by  appropriate  Authorities  under  other 
legal  enactments,  and  therefore,  when  the  samples  were  examined  and  reported  upon,  regard 
was  given  to  all  relevant  legislation. 

The  nature  of  the  various  articles  submitted,  the  numbers  of  each  kind  and  the  numbers 
that  were  adulterated  or  otherwise  unsatisfactory  are  shown  in  the  table  below. 
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Samples  submitted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  1951 


Nature  of  Sample 


Number 

examined 


Number 

unsatisfactory 


Apples 

Apples,  Canned 
Baking  powder 
Barley,  Pearl 
Biscuits,  Wafer  . . 

Bread 

Butter 

Cake  decorations 
Cake  flour 
Cherries,  Canned 
Cherries,  Glace  . . 

Cocoa 

Cocoa  mixture 
Coffee 

Coffee  and  chicory  essence 

Cooking  fat 

Cornflour 

Crab,  Canned 

Cream,  Irish 

Cream,  Synthetic 

Cream  powder,  Synthetic 

Curry  powder 

Custard  powder  . . 

Dessert  powder 
Dripping 

Drugs  and  Medicinal  preparations — 
Aspirin  tablets 
Bicarbonate  of  soda 
Camphorated  oil 
Castor  oil 
Epsom  salts 
Glycerine 
Indigestion  tablets 
Phenolated  solution  of  iodine 
Zinc  ointment 

Zinc  and  castor  oil  cream  . . 
Fish  paste 
Gelatine 
Glucose  drink 
Hazel-nut  kernels 
Ice-cream 
Jam 

Jelly  crystals 
Jelly  tablets 
Lard 

Lemon  juice,  Clarified 
Margarine 
Marmalade 
Meat  products 

Milk  

Milk,  Appeal-to-cow  samples  . . 
'Milk,  Condensed 
Milk  food,  Dried 
Mint,  Dried 
Mustard  . . 

Non-brewed  condiment  . . 

Nutmegs,  Ground 
Pastry  mix 
Peas,  Canned 
Pepper 

Pepper  flavoured  compound 
Pickled  onions 
Plums,  Canned  . . 

Porridge  oats 


1 

4 
2 
2 
3 

1 

22 

1 

2 
3 
2 
3 
1 
6 
3 

13 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

5 
1 
5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

20 

5 
10 
16 

3 

1 

17 

1 

28 

1,068 

8 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

6 
2 


2 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 


1 

1 

1 

1 


4 


2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

6 


8 

106 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 

2 


1 

2 
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Samples  submitted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  1951 


Nature  of  Sample 

Number 

examined 

Number 

unsatisfactory 

Potatoes,  Chipped 

1 

1 

Pudding  mixture 

1 

— 

Rice 

1 

1 

Saccharine  tablets 

2 

— 

Sandwich  spread 

1 

— 

Soft  drinks 

3 



Soup,  Canned 

3 

3 

Spaghetti  in  sauce,  Canned 

1 

— 

Spirits  . . . . . . . . . , 

18 

— 

Strawberries,  Canned 

1 

— 

Sugar 

1 

1 

Sweets 

14 

— 

Tea 

9 

— 

Tea  infusion 

1 

— 

Tomato  ketchup  . . 

1 

— 

Tomato  puree 

1 

— 

Tomatoes,  Canned 

1 

— 

Vinegar 

5 

2 

Walnut  kernels  . . 

1 

1 

Total  . . 

1,375 

168 

Milk 

The  total  number  of  milk  samples  submitted  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  during 
the  year  was  1,076.  Of  these,  1,067  were  taken  in  the  ordinary  way  by  the  Sampling  Officers 
from  roundsmen,  at  wholesale  dairies,  and  at  schools  and  hospitals.  One  sample  was 
submitted  by  a private  purchaser  and  eight  were  appeal-to-cow  samples. 

Fat  Deficiency. — Excluding  appeal-to-cow  samples,  the  number  of  samples  containing 
less  than  3 per  cent  of  fat  was  46  or  4 -3  per  cent.  In  1950  the  corresponding  figure  was 
4 per  cent  and  in  1949  it  was  4 -6  per  cent.  The  deficiencies  were  such  as  are  frequently  found 
in  morning  milk,  and  most  of  them  occurred  during  the  spring  months  when  in  general, 
the  fat  content  of  milk  is  lower  than  at  other  times  of  the  year. 

Freezing  -point  Test. — In  every  case  where  the  results  of  chemical  analysis  suggested 
the  possibility  of  the  presence  of  added  water,  the  Hortvet  freezing-point  test  was  applied. 
With  89  samples  that  contained  less  than  the  presumptive  minimum  of  8 -5  per  cent  of 
non-fatty  solids,  this  test  indicated  that  the  milks  had  not  been  adulterated  by  the  addition 
of  water  but  that  they  were  naturally  poor  in  non-fatty  solids.  In  three  such  cases  the  non- 
fatty solids  were  less  than  8 per  cent,  the  lowest  figure  being  7 -66  per  cent. 

Added  Water. — The  presence  of  added  water  was  confirmed  in  29  samples.  In  five 
of  these  the  proportion  of  extraneous  water  was  very  small  and  they  proved  to  be  isolated 
cases,  further  samples  being  genuine.  The  other  24  adulterated  samples  were  obtained  in 
the  course  of  investigating  the  milk  of  two  farmers  who  were  supplying  dairies  in  Cardiff. 
In  each  case  the  adulteration  was  found  to  originate  at  the  farm  and  to  be  occurring 
regularly.  Both  of  these  producers  were  summoned  in  respect  of  formal  samples  taken 
from  churns  upon  their  delivery  in  Cardiff.  They  both  pleaded  guilty,  and  the  results  of 
the  proceedings  are  given  in  the  table  below. 
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Milk  Prosecutions,  1951 


No.  of 
Sample 

Result  of  Analysis 

86 

Contained  9 per  cent  of  added  water 

87 

„ 4 „ 

88 

4 „ 

89 

„ 4 

92 

1 ,, 

464 

Contained  13  per  cent  of  added  water 

467 

„ 7 „ 

468 

99  ^ ,,  ,,  ,, 

Result  of  Proceedings 


Fine 


Costs 


£100  £10  10  0 
(Second  offence) 


£30 


£5  0 0 


The  procedure  adopted  in  tracing  adulteration  to  its  source  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
second  of  these  cases.  A sample  of  sterilised  milk  taken  from  a roundsman  in  the  street 
was  found  to  be  deficient  in  non-fatty  solids  to  the  extent  of  2 per  cent  when  compared 
with  the  minimum  presumptive  limit  of  8 -5  per  cent  of  non-fatty  solids  fixed  by  the  Sale  of 
Milk  Regulations.  The  freezing-point  of  the  sample  showed  that  this  deficiency  was  due  to 
the  presence  of  about  3 per  cent  of  added  water.  When  the  owner  of  the  dairy  was  informed 
of  this  finding,  he  stated  that  the  milk  concerned  was  the  bulked  milk  of  five  producers. 
Fifteen  informal  samples  were  subsequently  taken  from  the  milk  supplied  by  these  five 
producers  upon  its  arrival  by  lorry  at  the  dairy  in  Cardiff,  when  it  was  found  that  ten 
samples  from  four  of  the  producers  were  genuine  but  three  of  five  samples  from  churns 
supplied  by  the  other  producer  contained  2,  6 and  12  per  cent  of  added  water. 

On  the  following  day,  formal  samples  were  taken  at  the  farm  of  this  producer  from 
five  churns  when  they  were  about  to  be  collected  by  the  lorry  driver  and  again  when  they 
were  delivered  at  the  dairy  in  Cardiff.  The  results  of  analysis  of  these  two  sets  of  samples 
were  identical  and  showed  that  at  the  time  the  five  churns  were  collected  at  the  farm  by  the 
lorry  driver,  the  milk  in  two  of  them  was  genuine  while  that  in  the  other  three  churns 
contained  7 per  cent,  7 per  cent,  and  13  per  cent  respectively  of  added  water.  These  findings 
were  fully  confirmed  by  the  results  of  analysis  of  five  corresponding  appeal-to-cow 
samples. 


Appeal-to-cow  Samples. — These  are  samples  of  milk  taken  by  a Sampling  Officer 
after  he  has  very  carefully  supervised  the  milking  of  the  cows.  They  are  obtained  for 
comparison  purposes  when  a previous  sample  from  the  same  source  has  been  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  and  they  show  the  composition  of  the  unadulterated  milk  given  by  the  cows. 
During  the  year  eight  such  samples  were  obtained,  and  they  were  taken  in  connection  with 
the  two  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  instituted. 


Channel  Islands  Milk. — “ Channel  Islands  Milk  ” is  defined  in  The  Milk  (Control 
and  Maximum  Prices)  (Great  Britain)  Order,  1951,  as  milk  which — 

(a)  is  produced  from  cows  of  the  Channel  Islands  breeds,  and 

( b ) which  shows  on  analysis  a butter-fat  content  of  not  less  than  4 per  cent,  and 

(c)  which  the  producer  thereof  sells  by  retail  or  in  respect  of  which  he  receives 
a premium  paid  through  the  medium  of  a premium  contract  issued  by  a Milk 
Marketing  Board,  and 

(d)  which  is  labelled  “ Channel  Islands  Milk  ” or  “ Jersey  Milk  ” or  “ Guernsey 
Milk  ” when  sold  in  a container. 

For  such  milk  the  public  may  be  charged  an  extra  penny  per  pint. 
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The  Ministry  of  Food  is  responsible  for  the  enforcement  of  this  Order  and  it  has 
requested  that  where  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority  finds  a sample  of  Channel  Islands  Milk 
to  contain  less  than  4 per  cent  but  not  less  than  3 per  cent  of  butter-fat,  full  particulars, 
including  the  name  and  address  of  the  vendor  and  of  the  producer,  be  sent  to  the  Milk 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  in  order  that  appropriate  action  may  be  taken. 

During  the  year  111  samples  of  Channel  Islands  Milk  were  examined  and  30  of  these, 
all  of  which  were  morning  milk,  were  found  to  contain  less  than  4 per  cent  of  fat,  the  lowest 
result  being  3 -5  per  cent. 

Dirt  in  Milk. — A sample  of  Channel  Islands  Milk  was  the  subject  of  complaint  by  a 
private  purchaser.  It  was  of  excellent  compositional  quality  but  it  contained  a quantity  of 
gross  particulate  matter  that  should  have  been  excluded  or  at  least  removed  by  straining. 
The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  informed  the  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  of  the 
County  in  which  this  milk  was  produced  and  asked  it  to  take  this  matter  up  with  the 
producer. 

Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples. — The  average  composition  of  all  the  milk 
samples  submitted  during  the  year  is  given  in  the  next  table.  The  average  composition  of 
the  Channel  Islands  Milk  and  of  the  “ ordinary  milk  ” samples  (i.e.  all  samples  other  than 
Channel  Islands  Milk)  is  also  shown. 


Average  Composition  of  Milk  Samples,  1951 


Variety 

Number  of 
Samples 

Fat 

per  cent 

Non-fatty  solids 
per  cent 

Total  solids 
per  cent 

Channel  Islands  Milk  . . 

111 

4-37 

8 -95 

13-32 

Other  Milk  Samples  . . 

965 

3-55 

8-67 

12-22 

All  Milk  Samples 

1,076 

3-63 

8-70 

12-33 

Channel  Islands  Milk  was  first  defined  by  Order  in  1947.  Samples  bearing  this  official 
designation  were  first  submitted  to  me  for  analysis  in  1949,  and  the  differences  between 
the  average  composition  of  this  grade  of  milk  (for  which  an  extra  penny  per  pint  may  be 
charged)  and  that  of  other  milks  taken  in  Cardiff  since  that  time  are  shown  in  the  following 
table: 


Comparison  of  Channel  Islands  Milk  with  Other  Milk  Average  Composition,  1949-51 


Year 

Channel  Is 

lands  Milk 

Other  Mil 

c Samples 

No.  of 
Samples 

Fat 

per  cent 

Non-fatty 
Solids 
per  cent 

Total 
Solids 
per  cent 

No.  of 
Samples 

Fat 

per  cent 

Non-fatty 
Solids 
per  cent 

Total 
Solids 
per  cent 

1949 

42 

4-52 

9-04 

13-56 

1,123 

3-57 

8-67 

12-24 

1950 

71 

4-64 

9-20 

13-84 

1,017 

3-55 

8-74 

12-29 

1951 

111 

4-37 

8-95 

13-32 

965 

3-55 

8-67 

12-22 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  average  composition  of  Channel  Islands  Milk  is  much 
superior  to  that  of  “ ordinary  milk,”  and  the  results  of  this  grade  of  milk  are  in  accordance 
with  the  general  finding  that  milk  containing  a high  percentage  of  fat  also  contains  a high 
percentage  of  non-fatty  solids.  It  would  be  interesting  to  know  what  proportion  of  the 
milk  sold  in  Cardiff' is  Channel  Islands  Milk. 

In  the  reports  for  1948  and  1950,  attention  was  drawn  to  the  steady  decline  in  the 
average  composition  of  milk  samples  other  than  those  of  Channel  Islands  Milk  since  the 
year  1937.  The  average  results  for  samples  of  such  milk  given  in  the  table  above  show 
that  no  improvement  in  compositional  quality  occurred  during  the  year  under  review. 
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Indeed,  the  figure  of  12  -22  per  cent  for  Total  Solids  is  lower  than  in  any  year  since  1929 
when  records  were  first  kept,  and  in  view  of  this,  the  findings  of  the  Working  Party  set 
up  by  the  Government  to  advise  whether  it  is  desirable  and  practicable  to  make  any 
alteration  in  the  system  of  payment  of  milk  producers  that  would  lead  to  improvement  in 
the  composition  and  quality  of  milk  sold  off  farms  in  the  United  Kingdom  are  awaited 
with  interest. 


Articles  other  than  Milk 

Sixty-one  samples  other  than  milk  were  unsatisfactory.  Particulars  of  these  are 

tabulated  below. 

Unsatisfactory  Samples  of  Articles  other  than  Milk 


Article 


Nature  of  Adulteration  or  Irregularity 


Canned  Apples  (2  samples) 

Pearl  Barley 

Biscuits 

Filled  Wafer  Biscuits  . . 

Butter 

Butter  (3  samples) 

Cake  Flour  (2  samples) 
Canned  Cherries  (2  samples) 

Cooking  Fat 

Canned  Crab  . . 

Irish  Cream 
Synthetic  Cream 
Dripping  (4  samples)  . . 


Contained  3 -2  and  5-3  grains  of  tin  per  lb. 

Infested  with  mites. 

Mouldy  and  infested  with  weevils. 

Rancid. 

Contained  a small  excess  of  water. 

Consisted  of  margarine. 

Infested  with  the  beetle  Stegobium  paniceum. 

The  fruit  was  discoloured  and  had  an  objectional  odour  and 
taste.  Contained  traces  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen. 
Contained  4-4  per  cent  of  free  fatty  acids  and  showed 
strong  oxidative  rancidity. 

Address  of  packer  or  labeller  not  stated  on  label. 

Consisted  of  synthetic  cream. 

Misleading  advertisement. 

Rancid  and  contained  from  6 -3  to  7-4  per  cent  of  free  fatty 


Hazel-nut  Kernels 
Ice-cream 

Ice-cream 


Jam 

Jelly  Crystals  (4  samples) 
Jelly  Tablets  (6  samples) 
Canned  Luncheon  Meat 
(4  samples) 

Non-Brewed  Condiment 
Danish  Pastry  Mix 
Canned  Peas  (2  samples) 

Canned  Plums 
Porridge  Oats  (2  samples) 
Cooked  Chipped  Potatoes 


acids. 

Infested  with  maggots. 

Contained  3-6  per  cent  of  fat  instead  of  not  less  than  5 per 
cent. 

Contained  4-3  per  cent  of  fat  and  5-3  per  cent  of  milk 
solids  other  than  fat  instead  of  not  less  than  5 and  7 -5 
per  cent  respectively. 

Contained  66  -5  per  cent  of  soluble  solids  instead  of  not  less 
than  68  -5  per  cent. 

Failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  setting  test. 

Failed  to  satisfy  the  prescribed  setting  test. 

The  cans  were  found  to  be  unsound. 

The  label  did  not  bear  a proper  description  of  the  article. 

Rancid  and  infested  with  mites. 

The  contents  of  the  cans  had  undergone  decomposition 
with  production  of  an  objectionable  odour. 

Contained  5 parts  of  lead  per  million. 

Infested  with  mites. 

The  fat  contained  4-4  per  cent  of  free  fatty  acids  and 
showed  strong  oxidative  rancidity. 


Rice 

Pork  Sausages 
Pork  Sausages  (2  samples) 
Pork  Sausage  Meat  . . 
Sugar 

Canned  Tomato  Soup 
(3  samples) 

Walnut  Kernels 

Vinegar 

Vinegar 


Infested  with  weevils. 

Contained  270  parts  of  Sulphur  Dioxide  preservative,  the 
presence  of  which  was  not  declared. 

Contained  40  and  54  per  cent  of  meat  instead  of  not  less 
than  65  per  cent. 

Contained  59  per  cent  of  meat  instead  of  not  less  than 
65  per  cent. 

Contained  4 per  cent  of  ground  rice. 

Contained  2 -5,  4 -3  and  7-5  grains  of  tin  per  lb. 

Objectionable  rancid  odour  and  taste.  The  extracted  fat 
contained  8 -7  per  cent  of  free  fatty  acids. 

Consisted  of  a non-brewed  product  containing  only  1 -28  per 
cent  of  acetic  acid. 

Consisted  of  a non-brewed  condiment  and  must  not  there- 
fore be  described  as  vinegar. 
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Legal  proceedings  were  instituted  in  respect  of  four  of  the  unsatisfactory  articles  with 
the  following  results. 


Legal  Proceedings — Samples  other  than  Milk 


No.  of 
Sample 

Article 

Nature  of  Alleged  Offence 

Result  of 

Proceedings 

Fine 

Costs 

325 

Dripping 

Unfit  for  human  consumption  being 

rancid  and  containing  an  excessive 
proportion  of  free  fatty  acids 

£10 

£5  5 

0 

1,120 

Irish  Cream 

Consisted  of  synthetic  cream 

£4 

£6  6 

0 

147 

Pork  Sausages 

Deficient  in  meat 

£5 

£2  2 

0 

458 

Vinegar 

Not  vinegar  and  deficient  of  68  per  cent 

of  the  minimum  acetic  acid  content  of 
genuine  vinegar 

£2 

— 

Butter. — Three  packets  alleged  to  have  been  bought  as  butter  were  brought  to  the 
Health  Department  by  two  private  purchasers  because  they  suspected  that  margarine  had 
been  supplied  to  them.  In  each  case  the  article  was  in  a plain  wrapper  and  upon  analysis 
it  was  found  that  the  contents  were  in  fact  margarine.  The  complainants  were  not  willing 
to  pursue  this  matter,  but  they  disclosed  the  names  of  their  suppliers.  Samples  of  both 
butter  and  margarine,  obtained  at  these  shops  by  an  agent  acting  for  the  Sampling  Officer, 
proved  to  be  genuine,  and  the  margarine  was  properly  labelled  on  each  occasion. 

Dripping. — This  product  is  required  to  be  of  sweet  taste  and  of  sweet  smell  and  to 
contain  not  more  than  1 -5  per  cent  of  free  fatty  acids.  Samples  of  dripping  taken  after 
complaints  of  sickness  following  the  consumption  of  food  that  had  been  cooked  in  it,  were 
found  to  be  rancid  and  to  contain  6-3  and  7 -2  per  cent  of  free  fatty  acids.  The  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  arranged  for  the  rest  of  this  dripping  to  be  diverted  for  industrial  use 
only,  and  he  notified  the  Sanitary  Inspector  of  the  Authority  in  whose  area  the  dripping 
was  manufactured  of  this  occurrence. 

In  due  course  two  further  quantities  of  dripping  were  delivered  to  this  canteen  in 
replacement  of  that  condemned  and  samples  of  each  were  submitted  for  analysis.  One  of 
these  proved  to  be  satisfactory,  but  the  other  was  rancid  and  contained  7 4 per  cent  of  free 
fatty  acids.  A formal  sample  was  then  taken  from  this  unsatisfactory  quantity  and  the 
manufacturers  were  summoned  under  Section  9 of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  for  selling 
dripping  intended  for  but  which  was  unfit  for  human  consumption.  In  the  course  of  the 
evidence  it  was  revealed  that  some  unsuitable  material  had  been  rendered  through  lack  of 
proper  supervision  while  the  owner  of  the  business  was  ill.  The  firm  was  fined  £10  and 
£5  5s.  costs.  An  alternative  summons  under  Section  3 of  the  Act  (not  of  the  quality  de- 
manded) was  withdrawn. 

Irish  Cream. — The  display  on  a counter  of  a large  notice  to  the  effect  that  Irish  cream 
was  on  sale  led  to  the  purchase  of  a sample  for  analysis.  The  fat  in  this  article  proved  to 
be  almost  entirely  margarine  fat  and  the  product  should  therefore  have  been  described  as 
“ Synthetic  Cream,”  as  indeed  it  had  been  invoiced  by  the  manufacturers.  Although  the 
product  was  pre-packed  by  the  retailer,  the  cartons  did  not  bear  the  appropriate  designation 
of  the  food  and  a list  of  its  ingredients  as  required  by  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order.  The 
consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  having  been  obtained,  the  retailer  was  summoned  for  dis- 
playing a notice  that  falsely  described  the  food  and  also  for  failing  to  label  the  carton  with 
the  prescribed  particulars.  A plea  of  guilty  was  entered  to  both  summonses  and  the  retailer 
was  fined  £2  and  £3  3s.  costs  on  each  charge. 
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Synthetic  Cream.— This  sample  was  accompanied  by  an  advertising  leaflet,  issued  by 
the  manufacturers,  that  described  the  product  as  “ indistinguishable  from  fresh  dairy 
cream  in  every  respect  ” and  referred  to  it  several  times  as  “ cream  ” without  any  qualifica- 
tion. In  my  opinion  these  references  were  “ calculated  to  mislead  ” potential  purchasers, 
and  analysis  of  the  article  revealed  further  grounds  for  criticising  this  advertisement, 
e.g.  it  was  claimed  that  this  product  contained  31  -5  per  cent  of  fat  and  that  no  preservative 
was  used,  whereas  it  contained  only  27  -5  per  cent  of  fat  (of  which  only  1 per  cent  was 
milk-fat,  and  a boron  preservative  was  present  equivalent  to  0 07  per  cent  of  boric  acid. 

Since  this  product  was  manufactured  in  Northern  Ireland  these  matters  were  referred 
to  the  Food  Standards  and  Labelling  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  who  also  criticised 
further  points  in  the  leaflet  after  they  had  obtained  from  the  firm  a quantitative  statement 
of  the  ingredients  used.  It  is  hoped  that  the  representations  made  by  the  Ministry  in  a 
lengthy  correspondence  with  the  manufacturers  will  result  in  any  future  leaflets  containing 
no  unjustified  or  extravagant  claims  for  this  product. 


Ice-cream. — During  the  year  20  samples  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for  chemical 
analysis  and  all  were  obtained  after  the  1st  March  when  the  Order  fixing  minimum  stan- 
dards for  the  fat,  non-fatty  milk  solids,  and  sugar  contents  became  operative.  Only  two 
of  them  failed  to  comply  with  the  minimum  standard  of  5 per  cent  of  fat  and  one  of  these 
was  deficient  also  in  non-fatty  milk  solids.  The  vendors  were  cautioned  by  the  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector.  The  average  fat  content  was  9 -4  per  cent  and  the  average  total  solids  content 
was  33  -7  per  cent. 


Jelly  Crystals  and  Jelly  Tablets. — In  consequence  of  some  complaints  regarding  the 
setting  properties  of  certain  table  jelly  preparations,  samples  of  these  particular  products 
were  submitted  for  examination,  and  in  view  of  the  very  unsatisfactory  results  obtained, 
a more  extensive  investigation  was  carried  out.  Of  the  26  samples  examined,  ten  were 
unsatisfactory,  and  with  one  exception  these  were  all  of  foreign  origin.  The  Town  Clerk 
reported  these  findings  to  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  he  was  informed  that  the  Ministry  would 
take  appropriate  action  to  secure  compliance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Standards 
(Table  Jellies)  Order.  Examination  of  more  recent  samples  of  some  of  the  brands  com- 
plained of  has  indicated  that  this  action  was  effective  as  they  have  satisfied  the  setting  test 
prescribed  by  this  Order. 


Canned  Foods. — Two  samples  of  canned  apples  and  three  of  canned  soup  contained 
tin  in  excessive  amounts,  while  a sample  of  canned  plums  contained  an  undesirable  and 
unnecessary  amount  of  lead  which  undoubtedly  was  derived  from  solder  exposed  down  the 
seam  of  the  can  and  from  globules  of  solder  on  the  tin-plate  near  the  seam. 

Two  samples  of  canned  cherries  and  two  of  canned  peas  were  in  a deteriorated  con- 
dition. The  cherries  were  discoloured,  had  a strong  smell  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen,  and 
an  objectionable  taste.  Since  these  samples  also  contained  sulphur  dioxide,  it  seems  likely 
that  the  sulphuretted  hydrogen  resulted  from  the  action  of  the  sulphur  dioxide  on  the 
metal  of  the  can.  The  peas  had  undergone  decomposition  with  production  of  an  objection- 
able odour. 

Most  of  the  samples  of  canned  luncheon  meat  were  from  a consignment  that  had  been 
salvaged  from  a sunken  ship.  The  corroded  cans  had  been  cleaned  up  and  relabelled,  and 
although  they  all  appeared  to  be  sound,  careful  examination  of  the  cans  after  removal  of 
the  labels  revealed  minute  perforations  in  some  of  them  and  others  were  deeply  pitted  and 
could  readily  be  perforated.  In  view  of  their  unsatisfactory  condition,  I considered  that 
the  consignment  should  be  condemned  as  unsafe  for  human  consumption,  with  which  view 
the  Medical  Officers  of  the  Public  Health  Bacteriological  Service  concurred. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  SAMPLES 

Sterilised  Milk. — Under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised 
Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  sterilised  milk  is  required  to  be  filtered  or  clarified,  homogenised 
and  heated  in  bottles  to  a temperature  not  below  212°  F.  for  such  a period  as  to  ensure  that 
it  will  comply  with  a prescribed  test  designated  the  Turbidity  Test.  During  the  year  112 
samples  of  sterilised  milk  were  submitted  under  these  Regulations,  all  of  which  satisfied 
this  test. 


Imported  Foods. — Thirty-four  samples  of  imported  foodstuffs  were  examined  for  the 
Cardiff  Port  Health  Authority.  With  the  exception  of  a sample  of  currants  that  was  infested 
with  mites  and  fermenting,  all  were  of  good  quality  and  legal  requirements  as  to  composi- 
tion, preservations,  etc.,  were  complied  with. 


Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. — Two  samples  of  fertilisers  and  thirteen  of  feeding 
stuffs  were  submitted  under  the  Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Act,  1926. 

Apart  from  minor  deviations  from  the  composition  declared  in  the  statutory  statements 
that  were  not  to  the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  only  one  sample  was  unsatisfactory.  This 
was  a compound  feeding  stuff  stated  to  contain  4 -5  per  cent  of  oil.  The  Regulations  permit 
a variation  of  one-tenth  of  the  amount  declared  and  therefore  the  oil  content  of  this  article 
should  not  have  been  less  than  4 05  per  cent,  whereas  it  was  found  to  be  3 -75  per  cent. 
An  official  sample  of  this  article  was  taken  on  the  premises  of  the  manufacturers  and  it  was 
found  that  the  oil  content  declared  had  been  reduced  to  4 per  cent,  and  since  the  amount 
found  was  3 -9  per  cent,  this  was  satisfactory. 


Public  Health  Department. — The  samples  examined  for  the  Public  Health  Department 
consisted  of  human  milk  (48),  milk  (3),  residue  strained  from  milk,  sausages,  and  liquid 
insecticide. 

City  Surveyors’  Department. — Ten  samples  were  submitted  by  the  City  Surveyor. 
They  comprised  mortar  (3),  river  water  (2),  ground  water,  soil  (3)  and  a deposit  found  near 
the  main  sewer  outfall. 

Other  Samples. — Four  samples  of  filter  sand  were  analysed  for  the  Parks  and  Baths 
Department;  two  samples  of  blood  (for  lead  content)  and  hair  and  nail  clippings  (for 
arsenic  content)  were  submitted  by  a Regional  Hospital,  and  nine  samples  of  various  food- 
stuffs, six  of  water,  and  one  of  subsoil  received  from  other  sources  were  analysed  and  reported 
upon. 
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XII— METEOROLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 

1951 

The  geographical  position  of  the  Meteorological  Station,  which  is  situated  at  Penylan, 
Cardiff,  is  Latitude  51°  30'N.,  Longitude  3°  10'W.,  and  the  height  of  the  Station  above 
mean  sea  level  is  203  feet.  Observations  were  made  daily  at  9.0  a.m.  Summaries  of  the 
observations  made  during  1951  are  given  in  the  following  tables: — 


Barometric  Pressure  and  Relative  Humidity 


Month 

Attached 

Thermo- 

meter 

(Mean) 

Mean  Barometric  Pressure 

Hygrometer 

Uncorrected 

Reduced  to 
Mean  Sea 
Level  and 
Temp.  32°F. 

Dry  Bulb 

(Mean) 

Wet  Bulb 

(Mean) 

Mean 

Relative 

Humidity 

°F. 

Inches 

Inches 

°F. 

°F. 

% 

January 

41 

29-530 

29-736 

39-9 

39-0 

93 

February 

41 

29-346 

29-552 

39-4 

38-1 

89 

March 

41 

29-518 

29-726 

40-0 

38-5 

88 

April 

46 

29-754 

29-949 

45-9 

42-1 

73 

May 

50 

29-757 

29-939 

50-2 

47-1 

79 

June 

58 

29-841 

29-996 

58-5 

53-5 

71 

July 

63 

29-928 

30-067 

63-2 

58-1 

71 

August 

60 

29-666 

29-815 

60-2 

56-4 

77 

September 

56 

29-778 

29-939 

57-6 

55-6 

87 

October 

51 

29-902 

30-081 

49-4 

48-0 

90 

November 

48 

29-444 

29-628 

47-8 

46-4 

89 

December 

44 

29-778 

29-979 

43-3 

41-8 

88 

50 

29-687 

29-867 

49-6 

47-1 

83 

Temperature 


Month 

Absolute 

Maximum 

Absolute 

Minimum 

Mean  of 
Maximum 

Mean  of 
Minimum 

Mean 

Temperature 

Difference 
from  Average 
(62  years) 

°F. 

°F. 

°F. 

°F. 

°F. 

°F. 

January 

53 

27 

46 

36 

41-0 

+ 10 

February 

50 

30 

46 

35 

40-5 

+0-1 

March 

53 

29 

46 

36 

410 

—2-1 

April 

70 

32 

53 

39 

46-0 

— 1-0 

May 

68 

36 

58 

44 

510 

— 1*8 

June 

74 

42 

67 

50 

58-5 

+0-6 

July 

79 

48 

71 

55 

63-0 

+ 2-2 

August 

73 

43 

66 

53 

59-5 

— 1-2 

September 

75 

42 

65 

52 

58-5 

+ 1-6 

October 

64 

30 

57 

44 

50-5 

—0-2 

November 

59 

33 

53 

43 

48-0 

+ 3-3 

December 

56 

27 

49 

39 

44-0 

+3-0 

79 

27 

56-0 

44  0 

50-0 

+0-4 

F 
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Terrestrial  Radiation,  Underground  Temperature 
and  Sunshine 


Month 

Underground 

Temperature 

(Mean) 

Bright  Sunshine 

Total 

Duration 

Difference 
from  Average 
(43  years) 

1 ft. 

4 ft. 

°F. 

°F. 

Hours 

Hours 

January 

39-8 

43-9 

43-9 

- 8-35 

February 

39-4 

43-5 

91  -9 

+ 17-71 

March 

40-9 

43-4 

75-5 

-45-13 

April 

45-9 

45-3 

203  0 

+ 37-06 

May 

511 

48-5 

1820 

-21-40 

June 

59-1 

53-3 

258-5 

+ 41-75 

July  

63-8 

57-6 

241-5 

+ 44-34 

August 

61  -6 

591 

178-4 

- 7-62 

September 

59-5 

58-3 

85-3 

-60-37 

October 

53-3 

560 

116-1 

+ 11-62 

November  . . 

481 

520 

71-8 

+ 7-64 

December  . . 

43-9 

48-8 

59-9 

+ 11-36 

50-5 

50-8 

1,607-0* 

+ 28-71 

* = 35-6%  of  possible  duration  and  a daily  average  of  4-4  hours. 


Rainfall 


Difference 
from 
Average 
(62  years) 

Greatest  Fall  in  24  hours* 

Number  of 
Rain-days 
(0-01  inch  or 
more) 

Month 

Total 

Amount 

Day 

January 

Inches 

5-33 

Inches 
+ 1-22 

Inches 

0-84 

5th 

25 

February  . . 

4-49 

+ 1-52 

0-67 

18th 

20 

March 

4-11 

+ 1-27 

0-48 

21st 

23 

April 

3-52 

+0-89 

0-65 

8th 

11 

May 

2-51 

-0-22 

0-56 

26th 

18 

June 

•67 

-1-89 

0-16 

13th 

9 

July  

•99 

-2-76 

0-37 

10th 

8 

August 

4-59 

+0-57 

0-75 

25th 

20 

September 

5-37 

+ 2-14 

1-15 

14th 

17 

October 

1 -91 

-2-78 

0-69 

20th 

9 

November 

8-02 

+4-00 

0-82 

4th  & 8th 

24 

December  . . 

3-51 

-0-97 

0-64 

24th 

17 

45-02 

+2-99 

1-15  in.  on 

14th  Sept. 

201 

24  hours  ended  9.0  a.m.  (G.M.T.)  next  day. 
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XIII— MISCELLANY 

Disinfection. — Disinfection  was  carried  out  at  567  houses  during  the  year,  and  6,896 
articles  of  bedding,  clothing,  etc.,  were  removed  to  and  disinfected  at  the  Disinfecting 
Station;  285  infected  articles  were  destroyed  by  arrangement  with  or  at  the  request  of 
owners. 

Cleansing  Station. — The  total  number  of  baths  for  scabies,  pediculosis,  etc.,  under- 
taken at  the  Cleansing  Station  was  28.  For  particulars  of  treatment  given  at  the  Cleansing 
Station,  St.  David’s  Hospital,  see  page  94. 

Public  Mortuary. — One  hundred  and  twenty-nine  bodies  (101  males,  28  females)  were 
taken  to  the  Public  Mortuary.  Sixty-six  bodies  were  removed  from  the  mortuary  to  the 
Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary,  where  post-mortem  examinations  were  performed. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 : Section  47. — No  orders  were  made  during  the  year. 
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PORT  HEALTH  SERVICE 


The  Cardiff  Port  Sanitary  (now  Health)  Authority  was  constituted  by  provisional 
order  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (now  Ministry  of  Health)  in  1882,  becoming  perma- 
nently constituted  with  extended  limits  of  jurisdiction  in  1894.  The  limits  of  the  Port  Health 
District  extend  from  Sully  Island  to  the  Rumney  River,  the  Authority  having  jurisdiction 
over  all  waters,  docks,  harbours  and  vessels  within  the  said  limits. 

The  Port  Health  Authority  is  invested  with  all  the  functions,  rights  and  liabilities  of  an 
Urban  Sanitary  Authority  under  certain  sections  of  the  Public  Health  Acts,  so  far  as  they 
are  applicable  to  waters,  vessels,  persons,  goods  or  things  on,  or  landed  from,  any  vessel 
within  the  said  jurisdiction. 


I— SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 

The  number  and  tonnage  of  vessels  entering  the  port  (which  includes  Penarth)  inspected 
by  officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  during  1951  are  set  out  below: — 


(Ministry  of  Health  Table  A) 


Number 

Tonnage 

Number 
Inspected  by 

Number 

reported 

defective 

Number 
of  Vessels 
on  which 
defects 
were 
remedied 

Number  of 
Vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  found 
and  reported 
to  Ministry 
of  Transport 
Surveyors 

Number  of 
Vessels 
reported  as 
having  or 
having  had 
during  the 
voyage 
infectious 
disease  on 
board 

Medical 

Officer 

Sanitary 

Inspector 

From  Foreign: 

Steamers  . . 

513 

782,438 

52 

434 

143 

115 

2 

1 

Motor 

219 

321,251 

15 

186 

39 

28 

1 

1 

Sailing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fishing 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Foreign 

732 

1,103,689 

67 

620 

182 

143 

3 

2 

Coastwise: 

Steamers  . . 

1,290 

730,963 

— 

424 

114 

96 

4 

— 

Motor 

632 

303,320 

— 

229 

46 

35 

— 

— 

Sailing 

246 

34,417 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fishing 

176 

21,253 

— 

58 

13 

13 

— 

— 

Total  Coastwise 

2,344 

1,089,953 

— 

711 

173 

144 

4 

— 

Total  Foreign 
and  Coastwise 

3,076 

2,193,642 

67 

1,331 

355 

287 

7 

2 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vessels  entering  the  port  which  were  dealt 
with  by  the  department  each  month  during  1951: — 


Month 

From 

Foreign 

Coastwise 

Total 

January 

60 

208 

268 

February 

67 

217 

284 

March  . . 

54 

199 

253 

April 

63 

249 

312 

May 

70 

222 

292 

June 

59 

213 

272 

July  

64 

169 

233 

August 

61 

188 

249 

September 

61 

159 

220 

October 

61 

198 

259 

November 

56 

158 

214 

December 

56 

164 

220 

Total 

732 

2,344 

3,076 

The  nationalities  of  the  several  types  of  vessels  entering  the  port  which  were  dealt  with 
by  the  department  during  1951  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Nationality 

Steam 

Motor 

Sailing 

Total 

American 

7 



— 

7 

Argentine 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Belgian  . . 

2 

3 

— 

5 

British  . . 

1,630 

636 

246 

2,512 

Costa  Rican 

8 

— 

— 

8 

Cyprian 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Danish 

44 

4 

— 

48 

Dutch  . . 

4 

130 

— 

134 

Finnish 

14 

2 

— 

16 

French 

23 

4 

— 

27 

German 

11 

1 

— 

12 

Greek  . . 

19 

— 

— 

19 

Hondurian 

— 

1 

— 

I 

Icelandic 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Indian  . . 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Irish 

6 

4 

— 

10 

Italian  . . 

13 

1 

— 

14 

Liberian 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Norwegian 

35 

26 

— 

61 

Panamanian 

29 

2 

— 

31 

Portuguese 

4 

14 

— 

18 

Roumanian 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Russian 

3 

— 

— 

3 

South  African  . . 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Spanish 

21 

— 

— 

21 

Swedish 

82 

22 

— 

104 

Turkish 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Yugo-Slav 

4 

4 

Total 

1,979 

851 

246 

3,076 
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II— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE 

Passenger  Traffic. — The  passenger  traffic  at  the  port  is  relatively  small  and  casual  and 
cannot  be  classified  in  the  form  prescribed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Table  B).  The  numbers 
of  inward  and  outward  passengers,  all  of  whom  travelled  by  cargo  vessels,  were  133  and 
88  respectively. 

Cargo  Traffic.— The  principal  imports  during  the  year  were  iron  ore,  timber,  pitwood, 
fruit,  and  provisions,  brought  from  Spain,  France,  Italy,  Portugal,  Norway,  the  Baltic 
Ports,  United  States  of  America,  Canada,  and  North  and  West  Africa.  The  principal 
exports  were  coal,  patent  fuel,  road  vehicles,  heavy  iron  and  steel  goods,  and  general 
merchandise. 


Ill— WATER  SUPPLY 

The  water  supply  for  the  port  and  shipping  is  derived  entirely  from  the  Cardiff  Corpora- 
tion supply  by  means  of  hydrants  installed  at  convenient  points. 

During  the  year  68  samples  of  drinking  water  from  ships  were  submitted  to  the  Public 
Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination,  the  results  being  as  follows: — 


Satisfactory 

57 

Of  moderate  purity 

— 

Of  doubtful  purity 

— 

Contaminated 

11 

Total 

68 

Notices  were  served  on  the  masters  of  the  eleven  vessels  having  contaminated  water  on 
board,  and  in  each  instance  the  tanks  were  emptied,  cleansed  and  refilled  at  this  port. 


IV— PORT  HEALTH  REGULATIONS,  1933  and  1945 

Before  pratique  is  granted,  the  master  of  a foreign-going  vessel  arriving  from  a foreign 
port  is  required  to  ascertain  the  state  of  health  of  all  persons  on  board  and  must  fill  in  and 
sign  a Declaration  of  Health  on  the  prescribed  form.  When  completed  the  Declaration  is 
handed  to  the  Customs  Officer  or  Officer  of  the  Port  Health  Authority,  whoever  is  the  first 
to  board  the  vessel. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  whereby  signed  Declarations  of  Health,  which  have 
been  tendered  to  Customs  Officers,  are  collected  from  the  Waterguard  Offices  by  the  Port 
Health  Inspectors  who  visit  the  respective  vessels  as  soon  as  possible  after  arrival. 

Declaration  of  Health  forms  are  issued  to  masters  by  Customs  Officers,  Port  Health 
Officers,  and  Pilots  of  foreign-going  vessels. 

Cardiff  now  being  an  approved  port  for  the  receiving  of  wireless  messages,  the  master 
of  a foreign-going  vessel  fitted  with  wireless  transmitting  apparatus,  requiring  the  services 
of  the  Medical  Officer,  must  inform  the  Port  Health  Authority  by  wireless  message  of 
particulars  and  the  probable  time  of  arrival,  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecessary  delay  in 
boarding  the  vessel.  The  message  must  reach  the  Medical  Officer  not  more  than  twelve  and 
not  less  than  four  hours  before  the  arrival  of  the  vessel. 

All  vessels  reporting  sickness  and  vessels  arriving  from  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” 
ports  are  boarded  on  arrival  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Chief  Port  Sanitary  Inspector  or 
one  of  his  assistants.  Duty  after  official  hours  is  covered  by  a rota  system. 
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A berth  in  the  Queen  Alexandra  Dock  has  been  designated  as  a mooring  station  within 
the  docks  and  a position  near  the  Flat  Holm  Island  in  the  Bristol  Channel  has  been  desig- 
nated as  a mooring  station  outside  the  docks.  These  berths  have  been  designated  for  the 
isolation  of  vessels,  crews  and  passengers  should  major  infectious  disease  exist  on  board. 

Motor  ambulances  are  available  at  any  time  during  the  day  or  night  for  the  purpose  of 
removing  infectious  cases  to  hospital. 

Accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Port  Health  Offices  for  the  purpose  of  medical 
examinations.  The  cleansing  of  persons  and  disinfection  of  bedding,  clothing  and  effects 
are  carried  out  at  the  Cleansing  and  Disinfecting  Station  belonging  to  the  City  Council. 
Cleansing  and  disinfection  of  ships  are  done  under  the  supervision  of  officers  of  the 

Authority. 

Examinations  of  rats  for  the  detection  of  plague,  of  swabs  for  diphtheria,  and  of  other 
specimens  for  the  diagnosis  of  disease  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory. 

The  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  are  undertaken  at  a treatment  centre 
at  the  Royal  Hamadryad  General  and  Seamen’s  Hospital.  Leaflets  printed  in  various 
languages  relating  to  the  facilities  for  treatment  are  distributed  by  officers  of  the  Port  Health 
Authority. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  landed  from  Vessels. — The  following  table  shows  the  nature 
of  one  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease  landed  from  a vessel  during  the  year  and  the 
average  number  of  cases  landed  at  the  port  during  the  previous  five  years: — 


(Ministry  of  Health  Table  C) 


Disease 

Number  of  Cases 
during  1951 

Number  of  Vessels 
concerned 

Average  Number 
of  Cases  for 
previous  five 
years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Dysentery 

0-6 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

— 

0-2 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 

0-6 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

0-2 

Tuberculosis 

— 

1 

1 

0-8 

The  case  of  tuberculosis  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  table  was  admitted  to  the  Royal 
Hamadryad  General  and  Seamen’s  Hospital. 


Other  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. — Two  cases  of  infectious  disease,  which  were  dealt 
with  by  the  port  health  officers,  were  found  to  fall  properly  within  the  province  of  urban 
administration,  and  were  referred  to  the  district  to  which  they  belonged,  as  follows: — 


Disease 

Cardiff 

Barry 

Total 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

1 

Tuberculosis  .. 

1 

— 

1 ' 

Total 

2 

2 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  occurring  on  Vessels  during  the  Voyage  but  disposed  of 
prior  to  Arrival. — The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
reported  to  have  occurred  on  vessels  during  the  voyage  and  the  average  number  of  cases 
for  the  previous  five  years:— 


(Ministry  of  Health  Table  D) 


Disease 

Number  of  Cases 
during  1951 

Number  of  Vessels 
concerned 

Average  Number 
of  Cases  for 
previous  five 
years 

Passengers 

Crew 

Dysentery 

— 

— 

— 

0-4 

Malaria  . . 

— 

— 

— 

0-4 

Measles  . . 

— 

1 

1 

00 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

0-2 

Typhoid  Fever  . . 

— 

— 

— 

0-2 

Cleansing  and  Disinfestation. — Fifteen  seamen  discovered  to  be  suffering  from  scabies 
were  treated  at  the  Seamen’s  Baths  belonging  to  the  Cardiff  Corporation.  Six  vessels  were 
found  to  be  infested  with  bed-bugs  and  notices  were  served  upon  the  masters  requiring  them 
to  take  all  necessary  steps  to  eradicate  the  insects,  the  beds  infested  with  vermin  being 
subsequently  destroyed. 


Venereal  Diseases.— The  number  of  cases  of  venereal  disease  dealt  with  at  the  special 
treatment  centre  for  seamen  at  the  Royal  Hamadryad  General  and  Seamen’s  Hospital 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Persons  attending  at  the  Centre  for  the  First  Time 

Year 

Syphilis 

Gonorrhoea 

Non-Venereal 
and  Other 
Conditions 

Total 

Total 

Attendances 

1951 

81 

183 

192 

456 

3,179 

Ten  cases  of  venereal  disease  came  to  the  knowledge  of  officers  of  the  Authority  during 
the  year  and  were  recommended  for  treatment  at  the  centre. 

Psittacosis. — Nine  parrots  were  dealt  with  under  the  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import) 
Regulations,  1930,  with  the  object  of  preventing  the  introduction  of  psittacosis. 

V— MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS 

Fumigation  of  vessels  by  hydrocyanic  acid  gas  was  carried  out  by  private  contractors 
under  the  supervision  of  officers  of  the  Port  Health  Authority  in  15  instances.  The  number 
of  rats  destroyed  by  fumigation  was  174  (an  average  of  12  per  vessel),  of  which  33  were 
submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  for  the  detection  of  plague. 

The  numbers  of  deratisation  certificates  and  deratisation  exemption  certificates  issued 
during  the  year  were  15  and  123  respectively,  a total  of  138.  The  fees  received  by  the  Port 
Health  Authority  in  respect  of  these  certificates  amounted  to  £450  5s. 

A rat-catcher  is  employed  on  vessels  from  plague-infected  ports,  and  on  all  grain-laden 
vessels  arriving  at  the  port.  By  this  means  75  rats  were  caught,  21  of  which  were  examined 
for  plague. 
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In  order  to  prevent  the  passage  of  rats  from  ships  to  the  shore,  the  use  of  rat-guards 
on  mooring  ropes  is  insisted  upon,  and  gangways  are  raised  at  night-time  whenever  possible. 
Advice  regarding  the  rat-proofing  of  vessels  is  given  to  masters  and  other  officers  of  ships. 

The  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  (Application  to  Shipping)  Order,  1951,  made 
under  Section  23  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  applying  the  provisions 
of  the  Act,  with  appropriate  modifications  to  shipping,  has  been  strictly  enforced  since  the 
Order  became  operative  on  the  1st  October,  1951. 

Systematic  visits  are  paid  by  inspectors  to  quays,  wharves,  and  warehouses  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  docks,  and  owners  and  occupiers  are  advised  as  to  the  best  means  of  eradica- 
ting rodents.  In  most  instances  warehouses  are  reasonably  rat-proof,  possessing  concrete 
floors  and  sliding,  close-fitting  doors.  The  importance  of  rendering  all  buildings  near  the 
docks  rat-proof  is  constantly  emphasised  on  owners  and  occupiers  by  the  inspectors. 

Extensive  baiting  around  the  docks  is  undertaken  systematically  by  the  dock  owners  and 
by  owners  and  occupiers  of  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  under  the  supervision  of 
officers  of  the  department.  During  the  year  rat-catchers  employed  by  the  dock  owners  laid 
4,822  poison  bait  points — each  weighing  six  ounces,  a total  of  28,932  ounces,  of  which 
708  ounces  were  consumed,  and  283  rats  and  28  mice  were  found  dead,  the  estimated  total 
number  of  rats  destroyed  being  1,767.  The  number  of  poison  baits  laid  by  owners  and 
occupiers  of  other  premises  in  the  vicinity  of  the  docks  amounted  to  1,324,  and  943  rats 
and  39  mice  were  found  dead.  A total  of  1 ,226  rats  and  67  mice  were  found  dead  as  a result 
of  these  measures. 

For  the  purpose  of  surveying  the  area  around  the  docks  for  rats,  the  district  is  divided 
into  four  areas.  Traps  are  set  by  the  rat-catcher  for  one  week  in  each  area.  Fifty-six  rats 
were  caught  under  this  scheme,  of  which  29  were  examined  for  plague. 


The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  deratisation  and  deratisation  exemption 
certificates  issued  in  each  of  the  past  ten  years: — 


Year 

Deratisation  Certificates 

Deratisation  Exemption 
Certificates 

Total 

Number 

Percentage 

Number 

Percentage 

1942  . . 

47 

35 

86 

65 

133 

1943  .. 

50 

42 

70 

58 

120 

1944 

57 

44 

73 

56 

130 

1945 

65 

39 

101 

61 

166 

1946  . . 

52 

35 

97 

65 

149 

1947  .. 

27 

21 

101 

79 

128 

1948  .. 

38 

20 

150 

80 

188 

1949 

35 

22 

121 

78 

156 

1950  . . 

20 

15 

113 

85 

133 

1951 

15 

11 

123 

89 

138 

The  number  of  fumigations  of  vessels,  the  total  number  of  dead  rats  found  after 
fumigation,  and  the  average  number  of  dead  rats  found  per  vessel  during  each  of  the  years 
1942-1951  are  set  out  below: — 


Year 

Number  of 
Fumigations 
of  Vessels 

Total  Number  of 
rats  found  dead 
after  Fumigation 

Average  number 
of  dead  Rats 
found  per  Vessel 

1942  .. 

47 

769 

16  36 

1943  .. 

50 

508 

1016 

1944  .. 

57 

595 

10-44 

1945  .. 

65 

716 

1 1 02 

1946  .. 

52 

729 

14  02 

1947  .. 

27 

345 

12-78 

1948  .. 

38 

339 

8-92 

1949  .. 

35 

261 

7-46 

1950  .. 

20 

75 

3-75 

1951  .. 

15 

174 

11-6 

RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1951 
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(Ministry  of  Health  Table  G) 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Plague  “ infected  ” or  “ suspected  ” Vessels  or  Vessels 
from  Plague-Infected  Ports  arriving  in  the  Port  during  the  Year. 
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VI— HYGIENE  OF  CREW  SPACES,  ETC. 

During  the  year  3,076  vessels,  with  a total  tonnage  of  2,193,642,  arrived  at  the  port. 
The  number  of  persons  in  the  crews  carried  by  these  vessels  was  42,611.  Inspectors  made 
4,437  inspections  and  re-inspections  of  ships  in  dock,  and  355  orders  were  given  to  masters 
and  others  in  connection  with  nuisances  and  sanitary  defects. 


(Ministry  of  Health  Table  J) 
Classification  of  Nuisances 


Number 

Structural 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 

Nationality 

inspected 

Defects  of 

Defects 

Other  Conditions 

of  Vessels 

during 

Original 

through  Wear 

prejudicial  to 

the  Year 

Construction 

and  Tear 

Health 

British  . . 

849 

11 

835 

771 

Other  Nations  . . 

482 

37 

102 

145 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  defects  referred  to  in  the  preceding  table 
which  were  remedied  at  this  port: — 


Nationality 

Defects  of 

Structural 

Dirt,  Vermin  and 
Other  Conditions, 

of  Vessel 

Original 

Defects  through 

prejudicial  to 

Construction 

Wear  and  Tear 

Health 

British 

8 

760 

761 

Other  Nations  . . 

12 

78 

141 

The  defects  and  nuisances  dealt  with  during  1951  were  as  follows: — 
Insufficient  ventilation  . . 

„ lighting 
Obsolete  privies 
Privies  without  water  service 
Defective  ventilators 

„ skylights  and  deck-lights 

„ steam  heaters,  stoves,  stove-pipes,  etc. 

„ sanitary  conveniences,  flushes,  etc. 

„ side  ports,  deck-prisms,  etc. 

„ bulkheads 

„ floors 

„ doors 

„ bunks  and  bedsteads  . . 

„ food-lockers  and  refrigerators  . . 

„ baths,  wash-hand  basins  and  waste  pipes 
„ drain  pipes 

„ hawse-pipes 

Leaking  decks 
Verminous  crew  quarters 
Dirty  crew  quarters 
„ messrooms,  pantries,  etc.  . . 

„ food-lockers 
„ sanitary  conveniences 
„ bathrooms  and  wash-houses 
„ fresh-water  tanks 
Foul  accumulations 
Miscellaneous 


24 
2 
9 

12 

25 
5 

145 

191 

166 

9 

34 

46 

11 

27 

224 

2 

1 

52 

168 

232 

96 

51 

158 

110 

20 

48 

33 


1,901 
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Smoke  Nuisances.— During  the  year  vessels  lying  in  the  docks  were  kept  under  observa- 
tion and  where  it  was  found  necessary  the  responsible  persons  in  charge  of  fires  on  board 
were  warned  to  take  proper  steps  to  avoid  creating  a nuisance  by  the  emission  of  black 
smoke. 


VII— FOOD  INSPECTION 

The  principal  food  imports  during  the  year  were  from  Australia,  New  Zealand,  and 
Argentina,  and  consisted  of  beef,  mutton,  pork,  lamb,  offal,  butter,  cheese  and  fresh  and 
dried  fruits.  From  Canada  and  United  States  of  America,  wheat,  flour,  cereals,  canned 
meats  and  fruit  were  imported,  and  from  Euroepan  countries  fresh  fruits  and  canned 
vegetables.  In  addition  to  these  direct  imports,  large  quantities  of  foodstuffs,  transhipped 
at  other  ports  in  the  British  Isles,  arrived  by  coastwise  traffic. 

Examination  of  imported  food  is  carried  out  by  the  food  inspectors  in  the  dockside 
warehouses  and  occasionally  on  board  ship.  If  the  food  examined  is  found  to  be  in  good 
condition,  the  whole  consignment  is  released  for  distribution,  but  if  found  to  be  diseased 
or  unsound,  the  whole  consignment  is  detained  until  a complete  examination  has  been 
carried  out.  Diseased  and  unsound  articles  of  food  are  disposed  of  under  the  supervision 
of  the  food  inspectors.  When  necessary,  samples  of  foodstuffs  are  submitted  for  examination. 

Examination  of  imported  meat  is  carried  out  in  the  transit  sheds  on  the  dock  sides  and 
in  the  local  cold  stores.  The  glandular  examination  of  mutton  and  lamb  carcases  weighing 
over  42  lb.  was  continued,  but  very  few  cases  of  caseous  lymphadenitis  were  found. 


Imported  Foodstuffs. — The  quantities  of  various  kinds  of  foodstuffs  imported  during 
the  year  are  shown  in  the  following  table: — 


Description 

Tons  cwt. 

Bags 

Barrels 

Boxes 

Miscellaneous 

Almonds  . . 

1 

Barley 

23,248 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butter 



— 

— 

315,077 

— 

Cheese 



— 

— 

136,679 

— 

Desiccated  Coconut 



— 

— 

250 

— 

Fat,  Edible 



— 

— 

2,130 

40  drums 

Fish,  Canned 



— 

— 

42,675 

— 

Fish,  Fresh 

2,987  18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Flour 

560  — 

36,980 

— 

— 

— 

Fruit,  Canned 



— 

— 

51,442 

— 

Fruit,  Fresh 



— 

24,740 

486,575 

— 

Fruit  Juice,  Canned 



— 

— 

— 

15,1 13  c’tns 

Fruit  Pulp 



— 

— 

510 

— 

Lard 



— 

— 

34,500 

— 

Meat,  Canned 



— 

— 

7,188 

— 

Milk,  Canned 



— 

— 

4,000 

— 

Oats 

1,556  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sugar  

12,500 

— 

— 

210 

— 

Tea 



— 

— 

51,097 

— 

Tomato  Paste,  Canned  . . 



— 

— 

5,082 



Vegetables,  Canned 



— 

— 

124,677 

— 

Vegetables,  Dried 



202 

— 

— 

— 

Vegetables,  Fresh 

600 

8,034 

— 

51,655 

— 

Wheat 

40,035  — 
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Oversea  Meat. — In  addition  to  the  foodstuffs  already  referred  to,  three  cargoes  of 
frozen  meat  were  imported,  the  quantities  being  as  follows: — 


Carcases  of  lamb 

..  433,347 

Ox  tongues  (bags) 

152 

Carcases  of  mutton 

. . 53,298 

Lamb  hearts  (bags) 

3,794 

Carcases  of  pork 

212 

Lamb  livers  (cartons) 

..  17,385 

Sides  of  pork 

5,901 

Pigs  livers  (cartons)  . . 

60 

Hinds  of  beef  (bags) 

2,465 

Sheep  hearts  (bags) 

1,068 

Fores  of  beef  (bags) 

2,465 

Sheep  kidneys  (cartons) 

579 

Boneless  meat  (bags) 

..  10,912 

Sheep  livers  (cartons) 

2,262 

Ox  cheeks  (bags) 

278 

Rabbits  (boxes) 

..  11,001 

Ox  hearts  (bags) 

296 

Rabbits  (crates) 

359 

Ox  livers  (cartons) 

329 

Offal  (cartons) 

1,617 

Ox  skirts  (bags) 

30 

The  quantities  of  various  kinds  of  foodstuffs  withheld  from  human  consumption 
during  the  year  were  as  follows: — 


Baby  Foods,  Canned 

Biscuits 

Butter 

Cake 

Cereals 

Chocolate 

Cockles 

Cocoa 

Coffee 

Confectionery  . . 
Cream,  Canned 
Custard  Powder 
Fat,  Edible 
Fish,  Canned  . . 
Fish,  Frozen  . . 
Flour 

Fruit,  Canned 
Fruit,  Dried  . . 
Fruit,  Fresh 
Fruit  Juice 
Ground  Rice  . . 
Macaroni 
Marmalade 
Meat,  Canned 
Meat, Frozen  . . 
Milk,  Canned  . . 
Oats,  Rolled  . . 

Ox  livers 

Pepper  Compound 
Plum  Pudding 
Rabbits 
Sage,  Dried 
Sauce,  Bottled 
Sausages 
Semolina 
Sugar 

Syrup,  Canned 


Tons 

cwt. 

lb. 

— 

— 

67^ 

— 

— 

56 

— 

1 

12 

9 



19 

107 

— 

. — 

z4 

— 

— 

25f 

— 

— 

40 

— 

1 

55 

— 

— 

17 

2 



1 

100i 

— 

— 

12 

— 

4 

81J 

— 

1 

78 

9 

6 

8 

— 

18 

81* 

4 

1 

50* 

13 

13 

108 

— 

— 

31 

•->2 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

10 

c : 

2 

10 

o 

107 

1 

7 

110 

— 

1 

45 

1 

4 

84 

— 

— 

20 

4 

— 

— 

1 

20 

— 

— 

40 

— 

— 

40 

— 

1 

37 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

70 

— 

— 

95 
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Tea 

Tomato  Paste,  Canned 
Tomato  Puree,  Canned 
Vegetables,  Canned 
Vegetables,  Dehydrated 
Vegetables,  Dried 
Vegetables,  Fresh 
Vegetables,  Preserved 
Wheat 


3 104 

59 

5 13  17 

3 95 

1 56 

17  0 96 

2 79 

1 0 0 


Total  ..  59  8 105J 


The  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regulations,  1937-1948,  the  Public  Health  (Pre- 
servatives, etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations,  1925-1948,  and  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938  (Section 
39).— Thirty-four  samples  of  imported  food  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for 
analysis.  The  nature,  country  of  origin,  and  the  number  of  samples  are  shown  in  the  fol- 
lowing table: — 


Description 

Country  of 
Origin 

Number  of 
Samples 

Apples 

America 

1 

Apples 

Canada 

4 

Cherries,  Canned 

Italy 

3 

Currants,  Canned 

Greece 

1 

Grapes 

Spain 

1 

Oranges 

Palestine 

5 

Oranges 

Spain 

2 

Raspberries,  Canned 

Denmark 

2 

Tomatoes,  Canned  . . 

Italy 

4 

Tomato  Paste,  Canned 

Italy 

1 

Crabmeat,  Canned  . . 

Russia 

1 

Salmon,  Canned 

Canada 

3 

Mincemeat  Fruit 

Eire 

1 

Luncheon  Meat,  Canned 

France 

2 

Luncheon  Meat,  Canned 

Belgium 

1 

Luncheon  Meat,  Canned 

Denmark 

1 

Tea 

India 

1 

Each  of  the  samples  was  reported  to  be  genuine  or  to  contain  preservatives  within  the 
limits  prescribed  in  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food)  Regulations. 


Bacteriological  Examinations. — Three  samples  of  imported  food  were  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacteriological  examination  as  follows: — 


Description 

Country  of 

Number  of 

Origin 

Samples 

Ham,  Canned 

Germany 

1 

Crabmeat,  Canned  . . 

Russia 

1 

Tomatoes,  Canned  . . 

Italy 

1 

The  samples  of  canned  crabmeat  and  canned  tomatoes  were  reported  to  be  satisfac- 
tory, the  sample  of  canned  ham  being  reported  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  con- 
signment of  canned  ham  from  which  the  sample  was  taken  was  appropriately  dealt  with. 

Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations,  1926. — No  fresh  milk  was  imported  during 
the  year. 

Public  Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1934-1948.— There  are  no  shell-fish  beds  or 
layings  within  the  area  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Health  Authority. 
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VIII— CARDIFF  (PENGAM  MOORS)  AIRPORT 

HEALTH  CONTROL 

The  Port  Health  Authority  is  responsible  for  the  Health  Control  at  the  Airport  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Public  Health  (Aircraft)  Regulations. 

An  examination  room  is  provided  at  the  Airport  for  the  medical  examination  of 
passengers  who  may  arrive  from  places  abroad  which  are  known,  or  suspected,  to  be 
infected  by  major  infectious  diseases. 

Facilities  are  available  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of  persons  who  may  be  suffering 
from  infectious  disease.  The  cleansing,  disinfecting  and  disinsecting  of  aircraft,  persons  and 
clothing  can  be  carried  out  under  similar  arrangements  as  are  at  present  in  force  for  sea- 
going vessels  arriving  at  the  Port  of  Cardiff. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy  Medical  Officer  and  Senior  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  approved  under  the  Aliens  Order,  1920,  are  responsible  for  the  medical  examination 
of  aircraft  crews  and  passengers.  The  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  staff  act  as  assistant 
officers  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Close  co-operation  exists  between  the  Airport  Staff  and  the  Staff  of  H.M.  Customs 
and  Excise,  whereby  advance  information  regarding  the  arrival  of  aircraft  is  transmitted 
immediately  to  the  Port  Health  Department. 

During  the  year  119  alien  passengers  were  medically  inspected  on  arrival  at  Cardiff 
Airport,  whilst  additional  visits,  as  routine,  were  made  periodically  by  the  Medical  Officer 
and  Chief  Port  Sanitary  Inspector. 


IX— MISCELLANY 

The  Dangerous  Drugs  Regulations,  1937. — No  certificates  were  issued  authorising  the 
masters  of  foreign  ships  to  purchase  dangerous  drugs. 

Certificates  of  Health. — During  the  year  no  certificates  in  respect  of  the  health  of  the 
port  were  issued  to  Shipping  Companies. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  etc. — 137  dogs  and  327  cats  were  brought  to  the  port  on 
vessels.  All  the  vessels  were  visited  regularly  during  their  stay  in  port  to  ensure  that  the 
requirements  were  observed. 
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Medical  Inspection  of  Aliens — 


CARDIFF  SEAPORT 


Number 
inspected 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector 

Number 

subjected 

Certificates  Issued 

Total 

detailed 
examina- 
tion 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector 

Lunatic, 
Idiot, 
or  M.D. 

Un- 

desirable 

for 

medical 

reasons 

Physically 

incapa- 

citated 

Suffering 
from  acute 
infectious 
disease 

Landing 

necessary 

for 

adequate 

medical 

examina- 

tion 

Trans- 

migrants 

(a)  Total  number 
of  Aliens  land- 
ing at  the  Port 

121 

54 

9 

(b)  Aliens  refused 
permission  to 
land  by  Immi- 
gration Officer 

(c)  Transmigrants 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Aliens 
arriving  at  the  Port 

121 

54 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  vessels  carrying  Alien  passengers:  53. 
Number  of  Vessels  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector:  11. 


CARDIFF  (PENGAM  MOORS)  AIRPORT 


Number 
inspected 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector 

Number 

subjected 

Certificates  Issued 

Total 

to 

detailed 
examina- 
tion 
by  the 
Medical 
Inspector 

Lunatic, 
Idiot, 
or  M.D. 

Un- 

desirable 

for 

medical 

reasons 

Physically 

incapa- 

citated 

Suffering 
from  acute 
infectious 
disease 

Landing 

necessary 

for 

adequate 

medical 

examina- 

tion 

Trans- 

migrants 

(a)  Total  number  of 
Aliens  landing 
at  the  Airport 

123 

119 

_ 





— 

— 

(b)  Aliens  refused 
permission  to 
land  by  Immi- 
gration Officer 

(c)  Transmigrants 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Aliens  arriving 
at  the  Airport 

123 

119 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  aircraft  carrying  Alien  passengers:  9. 
Number  of  aircraft  dealt  with  by  the  Medical  Inspector:  6. 


a 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 


I— STAFF 

Medical  and  Dental. — The  proportion  of  the  time  of  the  Department’s  Medical 
Officers  devoted  to  the  School  Health  Service  is  equivalent  to  six  and  a half  whole-time 
medical  officers. 

The  staff  of  the  School  Dental  Service  was  increased  in  July,  1951,  from  five  to  six 
dental  surgeons  with  the  appointment  of  Miss  Shirley  Davies,  L.D.S.,  and  a sixth  dental 
clerk/attendant  was  accordingly  appointed. 

Nursing. — The  duties  of  the  health  visitors  are  organised  to  include  school  nursing, 
and  the  Superintendent  and  Deputy  Superintendent  devote  approximately  one-third  of 
their  time  to  this  service.  There  are  50  health  visitors  employed  for  all  purposes  in  the 
Department,  and  the  time  devoted  to  school  nursing  is  equivalent  to  that  of  fourteen  whole- 
time school  nurses.  Five  clinic  helpers  who  have  experience  as  assistant  nurses  are  em- 
ployed to  relieve  the  trained  staff  of  certain  duties,  and  of  these  five  the  time  of  one  and  a 
half  is  devoted  to  the  School  Health  Service. 

Medical  Auxiliaries. — Two  speech  therapists  are  engaged  in  treatment  at  the  various 
clinics  throughout  the  city.  Only  one  orthoptist  was  employed  during  the  greater  part  of 
the  year,  but  in  September,  1951,  Miss  M.  F.  Chapman  commenced  duty  as  an  assistant 
orthoptist.  Three  physiotherapists  are  engaged  whole-time  in  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Child  Guidance  Centre. — Dr.  C.  W.  Anderson,  Senior  Medical  Officer,  is  the  Psychia- 
trist, and  devotes  part-time  to  this  work.  A Psychiatric  Social  Worker  is  engaged  whole- 
time, but  it  has  not  yet  been  possible  to  appoint  a full-time  Educational  Psychologist.  In 
the  meantime  some  assistance  is  received  from  a part-time  psychologist. 


II— MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


The  average  numbers  of  schoolchildren  and  the  average  attendance  for  the  year  ending 
March,  1951,  were  as  follows: 


Average  Number 
on  Registers 

Average 

Attendance 

Grammar  Schools  . . 

4,837 

4,450 

Secondary  Modern  Schools 

4,571 

3,922 

Other  Secondary  Schools  . . 

142 

130 

Primary  and  All  Age  Schools 

25,885 

22,146 

Special  Schools 

294 

230 

Severn  Road  Nursery  School 

107 

67 

Total 

35,836 

30,945 
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The  numbers  of  schoolchildren  inspected  at  periodic  medical  inspections  at  schools 
during  1951  were  as  follows: 


Group 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Prescribed  Groups: — 

Entrants  (within  12  months  of  admission) 

Second  Age  Group  (at  10  plus  years) 

Third  Age  Group  (at  14  plus  years— Secondary  Schools) 
Third  Age  Group  (at  15  plus  years — High  Schools) 

2,032 

1,193 

1,651 

336 

1,842 

1,329 

1,630 

260 

3,874 

2,522 

3,281 

596 

Total 

5,212 

5,061 

10,273 

Other  Periodic  Groups: — 

Entrants  to  High  Schools 

Special  Schools 

Entrants  to  other  Secondary  Schools 

285 

252 

262 

186 

547 

438 

Total 

537 

448 

985 

Grand  Total 

5,749 

5,509 

11,258 

The  number  of  schoolchildren  specially  inspected  and  the  number  of  re-inspections 
undertaken  were  as  follows: 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Special 

L At  School 

205 

112 

317 

Inspections 

f At  School  Clinic 

1,595 

1,528 

3,123 

Total 

1,800 

1,640 

3,440 

Re- 

1 At  School 

126 

103 

229 

inspections 

' At  School  Clinic 

984 

1,002 

1,986 

Total 

1,110 

1,105 

2,215 

III— FINDINGS  OF  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  individual  children  found  at  periodic  medical 
inspection  to  require  treatment  (excluding  defects  of  nutrition,  uncleanliness  and  dental 
disease): 


Found  to  require  Treatment 


Number 

Percentage 

Prescribed  Groups: 

Entrants  . . 

816 

21  0 

Second  Age  Group 

520 

20-6 

Third  Age  Group 

708 

18-3 

Total 

2,044 

19-9 

Other  Periodic  Inspections: 

Entrants  to  High  Schools 

82 

150 

Special  Schools  . . 

51 

1 1 -6 

Entrants  to  other  Secondary  Schools  . . 

— 

— 

Total 

133 

13-5 

Grand  Total 

2,177 

19-3 
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The  percentages  of  children  found  to  require  treatment  showed  a decrease  in  a number 
of  Age-groups.  Defective  vision,  squint  and  other  eye  defects  formed  more  than  a quarter 
of  the  total  defects  requiring  treatment. 


The  defects  found  by  the  medical  inspection  of  1 1,258  children  at  the  periodic  medical 
inspections  and  of  3,440  at  special  inspections  were  as  follows: — 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspections 

No.  of  Defects 

No.  of  Defects 

Code 

No. 

Disease  or  Defect 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

Requiring 

Treatment 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 
under  obser- 
vation, 
but  not 
requiring 
Treatment 

4 

Skin: 

Ringworm  Scalp 

17 

Body 

5 

— 

11 

— 

Scabies  . . 

3 

— 

1 



Impetigo 

6 

— 

25 

— 

Other 

135 

115 

154 

24 

5 

Eyes: 

Vision 

695 

200 

56 

13 

Squint 

53 

58 

3 

3 

Other 

42 

29 

40 

8 

6 

Ears: 

Hearing  . . 

46 

45 

33 

8 

Otitis  Media 

20 

16 

16 

3 

Other 

39 

36 

39 

10 

7 

Nose  or  Throat  . . 

390 

437 

429 

104 

8 

Speech 

26 

73 

22 

7 

9 

Cervical  Glands 

34 

240 

19 

25 

10 

Heart  and  Circulation 

45 

81 

36 

36 

11 

Lungs 

138 

216 

74 

69 

12 

Developmental: 

Hernia  . . 

8 

14 

5 

2 

Other 

11 

50 

3 

14 

13 

Orthopaedic: 

Posture  . . 

74 

131 

22 

21 

Flat  Foot 

230 

276 

60 

30 

Other 

277 

244 

115 

28 

14 

Nervous  System: 

Epilepsy  . . 

2 

14 

5 

4 

Other 

63 

51 

216 

38 

15 

Psychological: 

Development 

13 

17 

19 

5 

Stability 

7 

18 

9 

3 

16 

Other  Diseases  and  Defects  . . 

164 

78 

1,302 

162 

Total 

2,526 

2,439 

2,731 

617 
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Nutrition. — The  following  is  a classification  of  the  nutrition  of  children  medically 
inspected: 


AGE  GROUPS 

Number  of 
Children 
Inspected 

A 

(Good) 

B 

(Fair) 

C 

(Poor) 

Num- 

ber 

Per- 

cent- 

age 

Num- 

ber 

Per- 

cent- 

age 

Num- 

ber 

Per- 

cent- 

age 

Prescribed  Groups: 

Entrants 

3,874 

1,911 

49-4 

1,883 

48-6 

80 

20 

Second  Age  Group 

2,522 

992 

39-4 

1,428 

56-6 

102 

4-0 

Third  Age  Group  . . 

3,877 

1,819 

46-9 

1,926 

49-7 

132 

3-4 

Total 

10,273 

4,722 

460 

5,237 

510 

314 

30 

Other  Periodic  Groups: 

Entrants  to  High  Schools 

547 

229 

41-8 

293 

53-6 

25 

4-6 

Special  Schools 

438 

117 

26-7 

265 

60-5 

56 

12-8 

Total 

985 

346 

35-1 

558 

56-7 

81 

8-2 

Grand  Total 

11,258 

5,068 

45  0 

5,795 

51-5 

395 

3-5 

IV— “ FOLLOWING  UP  ” AND  THE  WORK  OF  HEALTH 

NURSES 

A summary  of  the  work  of  the  health  nurses  in  connection  with  domiciliary  visitation 
is  given  in  the  following  table: 


Disease  or  Defect 

Total 

Defects  of  vision 

360 

Defects  of  teeth 

63 

Defects  of  ear,  nose  and  throat 

268 

Other  defects  and  diseases  . . 

840 

Scabies 

24 

Nursery  School  Pupils 

449 

Total 

2,004 

The  following  is  a summary  of  work  done  by  the  nurses  in  connection  with  uncleanliness 
during  the  year: 


Number  of — 

Special  visits  to  schools  . . . . . . • • 856 

Examinations  of  children  for  uncleanliness  . . . . 79,370 

Children  found  with  vermin  and  or  nits  . . . . 3,808 

Children  found  to  be  free  from  vermin  and  nits  . . 1,498 

Children  for  whom  cleansing  notices  issued  . . 3,592 

Children  for  whom  cleansing  orders  issued  . . . . 287 


Health  Nurses  paid  1,274  routine  and  special  visits  to  schools  to  inspect  and  follow 
up  children  reported  to  require  treatment. 
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Health  Nurses’  Survey  of  the  Intermediate  Group. — In  addition  to  periodic  medical 
inspection,  pupils  in  primary  schools  are  inspected  at  the  age  of  eight  years  by  Health 
Nurses.  The  number  of  pupils  inspected  by  nurses  during  the  year  was  2,653  (1,289  boys  and 
1,364  girls).  321  of  these  children  were  found  to  have  defects  requiring  treatment,  and  151 
pupils  were  unclean. 

The  general  condition  of  the  pupils  was  classified  as  follows: 


Number 

Percentage 

A (good) 

962 

36-3 

B (fair) 

1,623 

61-2 

C (poor) 

68 

2-5 

Jubilee  Camp  School,  Porthcawl. — The  Department  provides  a Health  Nurse  for  duties 
at  this  Camp  School  during  the  period  children  are  in  residence.  The  Health  Nurses  are 
selected  on  rota  and  are  usually  seconded  for  a period  of  a month  at  a time.  Owing  to 
depletion  of  staff"  through  illness,  a temporary  trained  nurse  was  appointed  in  September. 

Each  child  is  inspected  by  a Health  Nurse  before  travelling  to  the  Camp,  mainly  to 
reduce  the  risk  of  infection  and  spread  of  verminous  conditions,  but  also  to  prevent  any 
child  attending  who  may  have  become  unfit  since  selection.  59  visits  were  paid  to  schools 
during  the  year  to  undertake  such  inspections. 


V— TREATMENT 

School  Climes. — Two  new  clinics  were  opened  during  the  year  in  the  Canton  and 
Central  areas.  The  old  clinic  at  390  Cowbridge  Road,  was  an  ordinary  dwelling  house, 
which  was  one  of  the  first  school  clinics  opened  in  Cardiff.  It  had  long  proved  far  too  small 
and  unsuitable  for  all  the  various  activities  required  to  provide  a proper  service  for  the 
residents  of  Riverside,  Canton,  Llandaff  and  Fairwater.  The  building  erected  originally 
as  a First  Aid  Post  at  Wessex  Street  was  partly  taken  over  for  use  in  1944,  and  its  conversion 
and  extension  to  provide  a permanent  clinic  was  completed  in  March,  1951. 

The  Central  Clinic  at  Corbett  Road  was  temporarily  put  into  use  in  1941  after  the 
original  school  clinic  at  50  Park  Place  had  been  damaged  beyond  repair  in  an  air  raid. 
After  many  properties  had  been  considered  and  after  prolonged  negotiations  a large  house 
at  30  Richmond  Road  was  acquired,  and  extensive  work  undertaken  to  convert  it  into  a 
school  clinic.  This  new  clinic  was  put  into  use  in  July,  1951,  and  the  old  premises  at  Corbett 
Road  were  vacated. 

A very  great  improvement  in  the  facilities  afforded  has  been  made  by  the  opening  of 
these  two  new  clinics  and  adjustments  were  made  in  the  areas  served  by  them.  One  effect 
has  been  to  relieve  the  overcrowding  somewhat  at  the  inadequate  clinic  premises  at  Splott. 

Also  during  the  year  arrangements  were  made  to  hold  clinics  at  the  medical  inspection 
room  at  the  newly  opened  Primary  School  in  Rumney,  as  there  is  no  school  clinic  in  this 
district.  I have  made  proposals  for  such  a clinic  to  be  built,  but  these  have  not  been  in- 
cluded in  the  Education  Committee’s  Building  Programme  for  1952-53.  I am  hopeful  that 
a scheme  can  be  adopted  to  provide  a clinic  in  the  near  future. 

In  the  Gabalfa  area  plans  have  been  approved  to  adapt  the  existing  clinic  in  North 
Road  to  provide  separate  self-contained  accommodation  for  the  child  guidance  centre  and 
to  give  increased  facilities  for  school  clinics  generally.  The  newly  developed  estate  at  College 
Farm  has  no  clinic  facilities  within  its  area,  and  it  is  proposed  to  erect  a school  clinic  which 
will  become  part  at  a later  date  of  a Health  Centre  for  the  residents  of  this  estate  and  those 
at  Llandaff  North,  which  is  adjoining  the  estate.  I hope  that  both  the  approved  schemes 
will  be  completed  during  the  coming  year. 
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Particulars  of  the  treatment  of  minor  ailments,  visual  defects,  external  eye  diseases, 
defects  of  ear,  nose  and  throat,  dental  defects,  and  of  orthopaedic  and  postural  defects 
are  given  in  the  following  tables: 


(a)  Minor  Ailments 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  Defects 
treated  or  under 
treatment  during 
the  year  under  the 
Authority’s  Scheme 

Total  number  of 
attendances  at 
Clinics 

Skin: 

Ringworm — Scalp — 

(i)  X-ray  Treatment 

1 

(ii)  Other  . . 

15 

Ringworm — Body 

22 

Scabies  . . 

64 

Impetigo 

202 

Other  Skin  Diseases  . . 

200 

Minor  Eye  Defects 

73 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

161 

Miscellaneous— 

( e.g .,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chilblains,  etc.) 

2,392 

Total 

3,130 

11,393 

( b ) Defective  Vision  and  Squint 

Particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Ophthalmic  Clinics  during  the  year  are  given  below: 


Number  of  children  examined  . . . . . . 3,465 

Errors  of  Refraction  . . . . . . 2,870 

Spectacles  prescribed  . . . . . . 2,145 

Other  defects  or  diseases  treated  . . . . 588 

Referred  to  Orthoptic  Clinic  ..  ..  ..  136 

Attendances  at  clinics  . . . . . . 7,234 


Spectacles  are  supplied  through  the  Supplementary  Ophthalmic  Service  of  the 
National  Health  Service.  The  total  number  of  spectacles  provided  for  schoolchildren 
during  the  year  was  2,335. 

Ophthalmic  Operations— Four  operations  were  performed  at  Llandough  Hospital 
during  the  year  by  the  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  26  further  cases  were  on  the  waiting  list 
at  the  31st  December.  Orthoptic  operations  are  reported  in  the  statistical  table  for  the 
Orthoptic  Clinic. 

The  Orthoptic  Clinic. — During  the  greater  part  of  the  year  only  one  orthoptist  (Miss 
J.  Pinnick)  has  been  available  to  provide  treatment  of  the  children  attending  this  clinic. 
In  September,  1951,  however.  Miss  M.  F.  Chapman  was  appointed  as  an  assistant  orthop- 
tist, and  for  the  remainder  of  the  year  worked  in  collaboration  with  Miss  Pinnick.  It  is 
intended  early  in  1952  to  open  a second  Orthoptic  Clinic  at  the  Wessex  Street  Clinic  to 
serve  the  western  area  of  the  city  as  parents  have  found  it  impossible  to  bring  their  children 
regularly  twice  each  week  from  the  Ely,  Canton  and  Fairwater  areas.  This  arrangement 
should  prove  more  economical  and  reduce  the  number  of  failures  to  attend  from  patients 
living  in  these  areas. 

The  number  of  patients  accepted  for  treatment  continues  to  exceed  those  discharged 
owing  to  the  difficulties  experienced  in  making  arrangements  for  operations.  Reference 
was  made  in  my  report  on  the  work  during  1950  to  these  difficulties  and  no  material 
improvement  can  yet  be  reported.  However,  the  Welsh  Regional  Hospital  Board  has 
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given  consideration  to  this  problem,  and  the  Board  hopes  to  arrange  for  a number  of  beds 
to  be  allocated  for  this  purpose  at  the  Children’s  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Hospital  at  Ely  in 
1952. 

An  analysis  has  been  made  of  the  results  of  the  treatment  provided  at  the  clinic  for 
341  children  who  were  first  accepted  for  treatment  in  the  years  1945  and  1946.  The  informa- 
tion obtained  is  as  follows: — 

65  of  these  children  are  still  under  treatment  as  they  either  are  awaiting  a further 
operation  or  have  failed  to  attend  for  treatment  for  long  periods. 

276  have  been  discharged  from  attendance  at  the  clinic  with  the  following  results: — 
33%  have  Single  Binocular  Vision,  i.e.,  completely  cured.  For  90%  of  these 
children,  this  result  was  achieved  by  treatment  at  the  clinic  by  exercises  without 
recourse  to  an  operation. 

14%  with  Eyes  Cosmetically  Straight— the  eyes  appear  perfectly  straight, 
but  children  may  have  low  vision  in  one  eye  or  one  eye  may  be  a few  degrees  off 
true. 

16%  in  which  the  defect  has  been  improved,  i.e.,  the  eyes  are  straight  enough  to 
be  no  longer  considered  a disfigurement. 

37%  either  failed  to  continue  with  attendance  at  the  clinic,  refused  to  occlude 
one  eye,  refused  to  have  an  operation,  was  not  improved,  or  had  intractable 
amblyopia. 

It  can  be  seen  that  of  the  group  under  review  which  consisted  of  all  types  of  cases 
taken  on  in  a period  of  two  years,  one  third  was  perfectly  cured,  one  third  was  no  longer 
handicapped  cosmetically,  and  the  last  third  was  not  treated  to  a conclusion  except  for  a 
small  number  (about  a dozen)  who  had  intractable  amblyopia. 

Statistics  for  the  work  of  the  clinic  during  1951  are  as  follows: — 

Patients  accepted  for  treatment — 

Schoolchildren  . . . . . . . . 106 

Children  under  school  age  . . . . . . 42 
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Patients  discharged — 

With  Single  Binocular  vision  (22  without  operation)  25 

Cosmetically  straight  (13  without  operation)  . . 22 

Improved  (10  without  operation)  . . . . 22 

69 


No  improvement  . . . . . . . . 4 

Unsuitable  for  treatment  . . . . . . 4 

Failed  to  attend  for  treatment  . . . . . . 48 

Left  Cardiff  . . . . . . . . 1 
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Patients  under  treatment  at  end  of  1951 — 

Regular  weekly  or  bi-weekly  treatment . . . . 50 

Having  monthly  occlusion  . . . . . . 35 

Under  supervision  awaiting  operation  . . . . 199 

Reporting  two  to  six  monthly  until  old  enough  for 

treatment  . . . . . . . . 43 

Under  supervision  between  courses  of  treatment  . . 159 


Total  . . . . 486 
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Patients  referred,  awaiting  appointments  . . . . 

Operations  performed  . . . . . . . . 40 

Number  on  waiting  list  for  operations  . . . . 199 

Number  of  attendances  . . . . . . . . 3,658 


(c)  Defects  of  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 


Ear 

Nose  and  Throat 

Tonsils 

and 

Adenoids 

Other 

Defects 

Received  Operative  Treatment 

Received  other  forms  of  treatment 

Total  number  of  children  examined 

Attendances  at  Clinics 

24 

321 

642 

1,270 

902  11 

132 

1,694 

3,178 

Waiting  List  for  Operative  Treatment  at  3 1 st  December,  1951 : 

Tonsils  and  Adenoids — Urgent  . . 500 

Ordinary  ..  1,023 

1,523 

Other  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions  . . . . 6 


Total  ..  ..  1,529 


(d)  Orthopaedic  and  Postural  Defects 


Residential  treatment 

Residential  treatment 

Non-residential 

Total 

with  education 

without  education 

treatment  at  an 

number 

orthopaedic  clinic 

treated 

Number  of  child- 
ren treated  . . 

7* 

1,625 

1,632 

* Also  treated  at  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  orthopaedic  clinic: 


Number  of  children  examined  for  the  first  time  . . 575 

Recommendations  for: 

Treatment  in  Hospital  . . . . 36 

Treatment  at  Clinic  (Special  and  Routine)  156 

Application  of  plaster  at  Clinic  . . 15 

Appliances  . . . . . . . . 14 

Alterations  to  appliances  . . . . — 

Alterations  to  boots  . . . . . . 627 

Special  Boots  . . . . . . 2 

Attendances  at  Clinic  . . . . . . 2,467 

Discharged,  or  failed  to  attend  for  treatment  . . 385 
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Routine  Treatments — 

Radiant  Heat  . . . . . . 27 

Massage  . . . . . . . . — 

Infra  Red  Ray  . . . . . . — 

Faradism  . . . . . . . . 12 

Exercises  for 

Posture  ..  ..  ..  1,035 

Foot  Defects  . . . . . . 610 

Asthma  . . . . . . 315 

Re-education  of  spastics  or  after  poliomyelitis  352 
Application  of  plasters  . . . . 46 

Manipulations  . . . . . . 5 

Strapping  . . . . . . . . 453 


Total  of  treatments  given  . . . . 2,855 


Number  attending  for  treatment  for  first  time  . . 113 


It  is  my  duty  to  draw  attention  to  the  very  serious  delay  in  treating  children  referred 
by  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  operations  for  orthopaedic  defects.  Only  9 such  operations 
were  performed  on  schoolchildren  on  the  department’s  lists  during  1951  at  the  Prince  of 
Wales  Hospital,  but  at  the  31st  December  there  were  171  cases  waiting  which  had  been 
referred  as  schoolchildren.  Twenty-seven  of  this  number  have  been  referred  as  urgently 
requiring  operation,  but  these  cases  have  been  waiting  a considerable  period — in  fact  the 
first  on  the  list  was  first  referred  in  1942  and  five  of  the  children  have  left  school  during  the 
period  of  waiting.  The  list  of  cases  not  regarded  as  urgent  also  extends  as  far  back  as  1942, 
and  53  of  these  children  have  left  school.  \ 


During  the  year  the  names  of  36  children  were  added  to  the  list  of  cases  waiting  opera- 
tion, and  only  9 were  dealt  with.  A considerable  increase  in  the  available  facilities  for 
orthopaedic  hospital  treatment  is  urgently  necessary.  I have  refrained  from  special  com- 
ment on  this  matter  previously  as  I understood  that  the  new  hospital,  being  adapted  at 
Rhydlafar,  was  about  to  be  opened.  It  is  still  to  be  opened,  and  again  it  is  stated  that  it 
will  be  opened  in  a matter  of  a few  months.  I trust  that  this  will  be  the  case  and  that  greatly 
increased  facilities  have  been  planned  by  the  Cardiff  Hospital  Management  Committee 
to  proceed  without  further  delay  in  treating  those  children  from  Cardiff  whose  parents  have 
been  so  patiently  waiting  for  so  long. 


The  following  statement  relates  to  treatment  at  and  provision  of  appliances, 
through  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital,  Cardiff: 


Hospital  Treatment: 


Children  of 
School  Age 


etc., 


Admitted  to  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital — 

(a)  Day  cases  . . . . . . . . 2 

l b ) Other  cases  . . . . . . . . 7 

Under  treatment  at  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  at  end 

of  1951  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  2 


On  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  waiting  list  at  end  of 
1951: 

(a)  Day  cases  . . . . . . . . 13 

(b)  Other  cases  ..  ..  ..  ..  158 


Other  treatment  or  provision  ( including  appliances,  etc., 
provided  following  hospital  treatment): 

Appliances  provided  . . . . . . . . 220 

Appliances  altered  . . . . . . . . 16 

Alterations  to  boots  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,121 

Special  boots  provided  . . . . . . — 
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(e)  Heart  Disease  and  Rheumatism 


The  following  is  a record  of  the  supervisory  work  carried  out  during  the  year  at  the 
Rheumatism  Clinics: — 


Cases  remaining  under  supervision  at  beginning  of  year  ..  551 

New  cases  attending  . . . . . . . , _ _ 225 

Cases  discharged  from  supervision  on  leaving  school  . . 66 

Other  cases  who  ceased  to  be  supervised: 

Left  Cardiff  . . . . . . . . , , g 

Died  . . . . . . . . . . _ # 4 

Discharged  not  suffering  from  Rheumatism  ..  ..  91 

Transferred  to  Private  Practitioners  and  other  clinics  . . 4 

Ceased  to  attend  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Cases  remaining  under  supervision  at  the  end  of  the  year  . . 593 

Total  attendances  at  routine  Rheumatism  Clinics  . . . . 1,457 

Routine  Clinic  Sessions  . . . . . . . . 97 

Average  attendance  at  routine  clinic  sessions  . . . . 14-9 

Average  number  of  new  cases  at  routine  clinic  sessions  . . 2-3 


The  following  table  shows  the  condition  of  the  heart  in  the  66  cases  that  ceased  to 
remain  under  supervision: — 

On  On 

Ascertainment  Discharge 

Normal  . . . . . . . . . . 33  40 

Minor  Heart  Manifestations  . . . . . . 27  19 

Major  Heart  Manifestations  . . . . . . 6 7 


The  types  of  heart  diseases  present  in  the  7 cases  having  major  heart  manifestations 
on  discharge  were  as  follows: — 

Mitral  regurgitations  . . . . . . 2 

Mitral  stenosis  . . . . . . 4 

Aortic  regurgitations  . . . . . . — 

Mitral  stenosis  and  Aortic  Disease  . . 1 

Congenital  . . . . . . . . — 


Total  . . . . 7 


(/)  Radiography 

The  number  of  children  referred  for  radiography  was  23,  the  total  number  of  radio- 
grams taken  being  32,  comprising:  spine  4,  hips  9,  shoulders  1,  foot  8,  hand  1. 

(g)  Ringworm  of  the  Scalp 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  children  suffering  from  ringworm  of  the 
scalp  and  special  facilities  for  its  diagnosis  and  treatment  have  been  discontinued,  but  it 
was  necessary  to  refer  cases,  which  were  of  the  chronic  type,  to  the  Cardiff  Royal  Infirmary, 
where  some  of  them  received  radiotherapy. 

(h)  Enuresis 

Dr.  E.  M.  Davies,  an  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer,  has  written  the  following 
statement  on  the  work  of  the  special  clinic  for  this  condition: — 

I submit  herewith  a report  of  the  cases  treated  at  the  weekly  clinic  held  for  enuretic 
children  during  1951.  The  results  may  not  appear  very  striking  and  the  figures  may  be 
misleading  without  a few  explanatory  notes.  More  cases  than  entered  as  “ cured  ” were 
cured  during  the  year,  but  as  many  of  these  commenced  attendance  in  the  later  months  of 
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1950  they  do  not  appear  in  these  figures.  I have  not  entered  as  “ cured  ” any  cases  who  have 
not  had  6 weeks  or  2 months  entirely  free  from  the  trouble  without  taking  any  medicines. 
It  might  almost  be  justifiable  to  enter  the  13  cases  I have  classified  as  “ greatly  improved  ” 
as  “ cured  ” — in  these  instances  the  accidents  are  quite  rare — perhaps  once  in  five  weeks 
or  so,  and  it  could  possibly  be  traced  to  some  cause  if  the  parent  was  sufficiently  observant. 
It  is  frequently  noticed  that  an  enuretic  child  falls  back  from  the  good  standard  he  has 
attained  after  much  excitement.  Keeping  the  child  up  too  late  and  too  many  exciting  parties 
during  holidays  help  to  undo  some  good  work. 


The  most  disappointing  thing  is  the  number  discharged  as  unco-operative.  Much 
allowance  is  made  for  the  difficulties  of  the  mother,  but  no  child  is  discharged  unless  it  has 
been  sent  for  three  consecutive  times  and  has  not  turned  up.  There  are,  in  addition,  many 
intermittent  failures  to  attend,  which  is  regrettable,  as  they  must  be  sent  for  again  and 
therefore  delay  the  first  attendance  of  the  cases  on  the  waiting  list. 


Regarding  the  method  of  running  the  clinic,  it  follows  much  the  same  routine  as  when 
started,  but  I have  come  to  attach  more  significance,  as  also  have  the  nurses  who  assist  me, 
to  the  “ educative  ” side  of  this  work.  Every  child  at  first  attendance  is  thoroughly  examined 
and  if  defects  are  found,  such  as  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids,  the  child  is  referred  to  the 
appropriate  department  for  treatment.  Some  of  the  children  are  of  subnormal  nutrition, 
and  one  finds  that  children  often  improve  regarding  enuresis  when  this  is  attended  to. 
Questions  are  asked  with  regard  to  infestation  with  threadworms.  Even  if  the  answer  is 
in  the  negative  a course  of  Gentian  Violet  is  given  according  to  age,  and  there  are  very  few 
who  fail  to  show  some  improvement  in  the  enuretic  condition,  whilst  the  parent  usually 
states  that  the  child  is  better  in  himself.  Quite  a number  of  these  children  suffer  from 
nightmares,  and  I have  frequently  noticed  that  this  condition  also  tends  to  disappear  as 
the  child  improves,  but  I do  not  know  that  there  is  any  definite  relationship  between  the 
two  conditions.  There  is,  however,  no  enuretic  “ type  — the  condition  is  found  in  the 
robust  and  in  the  average  and  in  the  malnourished  child,  as  also  in  the  brilliant  and  back- 
ward child.  Much  significance  seems  to  have  been  attached  to  jealousy,  which  does  not 
appear  to  me,  justifiable.  Many  parents  who  are  anxious  to  get  their  children  well  have 
not  had  adequate  instruction  about  the  training  of  the  child.  They  have  been  instructed 
to  get  the  child  up  to  empty  his  bladder,  but  have  never  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  child 
is  “ awake  ” as  well  as  “ roused.”  The  significant  improvement  on  thoroughly  wakening 
the  child  indicates  that  this  is  of  importance,  and  in  many  instances  would  cure  the  child 
alone,  if  persisted  in.  Parents  are  requested  to  keep  a register  on  a printed  form  supplied  by 
the  Medical  Department  stating  the  number  of  nights  the  child  is  wet.  A course  of  Gentian 
Violet  tablets  is  then  given,  whether  the  child  has  worms  or  not.  They  are  then  given  an 
inert  tablet  of  glucose  and  sucrose,  and  if  further  definite  improvement  is  found  they  are 
kept  on  this  tablet.  If  there  is  only  very  little  improvement  they  are  given  Kalzana  tablets, 
and  if  they  do  not  respond  they  are  given  tablets  of  Calcium  Gluconate. 


The  following  is  a summary  of  cases: — 

Constant  Bedwetters 
20 — Non  co-operative. 

14 — Cured. 

13 — Greatly  Improved,  e.g.  an  accident 
once  in  several  weeks. 

7 — Improved,  e.g.,  more  dry  than  wet 
nights. 

13 — Some  improvement. 

4— I.S.Q. 


Spasmodic  Bedwetters 
It  is  more  difficult  to  estimate  the  degree 
of  success  in  these  cases. 


1 — Cured  with  Gentian  Violet. 

1 —  Cured  with  Control. 

2 —  Cured  while  taking  Kalzana. 

1 — Greatly  improved  while  taking  Kalzana. 
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Of  the  20  constant  bedwetters  discharged  as  unco-operative: 

2 had  been  treated  with  Gentian  Violet  and  Control  only. 

18  had  had,  in  addition  to  above,  some  treatment  with  Kalzana. 
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Some  had  shown  some  success,  but  attendance  was  so  irregular  and  records  not 
kept  or  not  reliably  kept  that  it  was  decided  to  cease  to  send  for  them. 

It  is  found  also  that  the  reason  for  failure  to  attend  sometimes  is  that  the  child 
is  now  well. 

Of  the  14  classified  as  cured: 

2 followed  treatment  with  Gentian  Violet  only. 

4 followed  treatment  with  Gentian  Violet,  followed  by  Control. 

8 had  in  addition  treatment  with  Kalzana  (one  of  these  cases  showed  no  response 

to  Control). 

13  cases  greatly  improved  (all  of  these  have  preliminary  Gentian  Violet): 

3 were  taking  Control  tablets. 

9 were  taking  Kalzana. 

1 after  some  success  with  Kalzana  showed  further  success  with  Calcium  Gluconate. 

7 cases  improved  to  the  stage  of  being  more  often  dry  than  wet.  (These  all  had  same 
preliminary  treatment): 

7 improved  while  taking  Kalzana  (2  of  these  have  shown  further  improvement 
with  Calcium  Gluconate). 

13  cases  showing  some  improvement,  e.g.,  still  more  wet  than  dry.  (There  was  very 
little  response  to  Gentian  Violet  and  control): 

10  showed  some  success  with  Kalzana. 

3 who  have  also  had  Calcium  Gluconate: 

1 showed  results  the  same  as  when  taking  Kalzana. 

1 showed  more  effective  results. 

1 showed  less  effective  results. 

4  cases  showed  no  improvement  after  routine  treatment. 

Of  these  1 had  diurnal  enuresis  which  I suspected  to  be  incontinence  rather  than 
enuresis.  Bacteriological  examination  showed  no  growth  on  culture.  The 
case  was  referred  to  hospital  where  incontinence  was  suspected.  After 
admission  to  hospital,  where  the  pyelogram  showed  no  abnormality  the  child 
was  discharged  from  hospital,  dry.  In  this  case  probably  the  hospital  routine 
was  of  great  help  to  the  child. 

Another  of  these  cases  showing  no  success  was  a very  nervous  child  whose  urine 
showed  a reduction  with  Fehling’s  solution.  He  was  referred  to  hospital 
where  X-ray  revealed  spina  bifida  occulta. 

Although  enuresis  is  not  a disease  it  is  a condition  that  is  responsible  for  much  distress 
to  parents  and  children  alike,  and  I feel  that  a great  measure  of  relief  has  been  achieved 
for  quite  a number.  Nothing  can,  however,  be  achieved  without  the  co-operation  of  the 
parent,  who  should  be  told  so  at  the  beginning  of  treatment. 


(/)  Cleansing  Station 

(a)  Cleansing  of  children  with  unclean  heads. — It  will  be  noted  that  the  report  of  the 
work  of  the  Health  Nurses  refers  to  the  cleansing  inspections  in  schools.  Every  effort  is 
made  to  ensure  that  children  whose  heads  are  unclean  are  cleansed  at  home  by  the  parents. 
A small  proportion  for  various  reasons  remain  unclean  in  spite  of  advice  given  to  parents 
and  such  children  are  sent  for  cleansing  at  the  Cleansing  Station.  If  this  opportunity  is  not 
taken  by  the  parents  the  Authority  may  proceed  against  them  in  the  Court  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Education  Act  of  1944.  During  the  year  287  children  attended  the  station 
for  such  cleansing  but  it  was  not  necessary  to  seek  any  further  powers  to  secure  the  cleansing 
of  any  child. 
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(b)  Treatment  of  Scabies. — Whilst  scabies  is  no  longer  a problem  of  the  same  dimensions 
as  was  encountered  during  the  war  years,  measures  are  necesary  to  secure  effective  treat- 
ment of  the  smaller  numbers  of  persons  who  become  infected.  The  Department’s  Cleansing 
Station,  which  is  staffed  as  required  by  clinic  helpers,  is  available  for  the  treatment  of  adults 
and  children.  A summary  of  the  work  of  the  station  during  the  year  is  as  follows: — 


Number  of  cases  treated: 

Schoolchildren  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Children  under  school  age  . . . . . . 56 

Adults  . . . . . . . . . . 26 


Total  . . . . 95 

Attendances  for  treatment: 

Schoolchildren  . . . . . . . . 30 

Children  under  school  age  . . . . . . 96 

Adults  . . . . . . . . . . 45 


Total  ..  ..  171 
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VI— SCHOOL  DENTAL  SERVICE 
Report  for  the  year  1951  of 

Mr.  D.  W.  ELLIOT,  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.,  SENIOR  DENTAL  OFFICER 


I am  pleased  to  report  that  an  additional  dental  officer.  Miss  Shirley  Davies,  L.D.S., 
commenced  duty  in  July,  1951,  at  the  North  Road  dental  clinic,  which  had  been  without  a 
dental  officer  for  two  years. 

The  number  of  children  on  the  registers  of  the  Primary  Schools  was  32,071,  and  on 
the  registers  of  the  High  Schools  5,062. 

10,979  Primary  School  children  were  examined  at  routine  dental  inspections  at  school, 
only  one-third  of  the  Primary  Schools’  population. 

In  addition,  4,636  Specials  were  examined  at  the  clinics  making  a total  of  15,615 
inspected,  i.e.  48-6  per  cent  of  those  on  the  registers.  1 1,041  or  70-7%  of  these  examined 
required  treatment,  9,657  were  referred  for  treatment,  and  8,768  of  these  received  treatment, 
an  acceptance  rate  of  90-7%. 

746  High  School  children  were  examined  at  school  and  1,345  at  the  clinics,  a total  of 
2,091.  1,753  of  these  required  treatment,  1,426  being  referred  and  1,055  were  treated. 

7,620  permanent  fillings  were  completed,  an  increase  of  1,085  over  1950. 

The  number  of  permanent  extractions  was  2,598,  a ratio  of  2-3  permanent  teeth  saved 
to  each  permanent  tooth  lost. 

In  1950  the  ratio  was  2-6  permanent  teeth  saved  to  each  permanent  tooth  lost. 

Owing  to  the  long  waiting  lists  for  conservative  treatment,  our  great  difficulty  at 
present  is  to  increase  the  ratio  of  permanent  teeth  saved  to  permanent  teeth  lost,  the  present 
ratio  of  2-3  saved  to  1 lost  is  very  poor. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  to  encourage  parents  to  find  a practitioner  to  carry  out  the 
necessary  conservative  treatment.  The  circular  letter  advising  parents  to  get  in  touch  with 
a private  practitioner,  is  very  much  appreciated  and  has  been  successful  in  many  cases. 

There  are  many  complaints,  however,  that  parents  have  been  unable  to  obtain  treat- 
ment for  their  children  privately  and  have  asked  that  their  names  be  placed  on  the  waiting 
list  at  the  clinic,  but  unfortunately,  owing  to  the  long  waiting  period,  when  these  children 
present  themselves  for  treatment,  many  of  the  permanent  teeth  which  were  saveable  have 
to  be  extracted. 

Orthodontics. — There  were  fewer  appliances  provided  compared  with  1950.  All  denture 
cases  are  now  treated  during  orthodontic  sessions. 

X-ray. — One  of  the  latest  types  of  X-ray  apparatus,  the  Newton  Victor,  has  been 
installed  at  the  Richmond  Road  Clinic. 

Cases  are  sent  to  this  centre  from  the  other  area  clinics  and  are  dealt  with  by  Mr. 
C.  N.  Howitt,  L.D.S.,  who  devotes  one  session  per  week  to  this  branch  of  dentistry. 

Immediate  Requirements.— The  present  service  should  be  developed  to  provide  a 
reasonable  service. 

The  dental  staff,  which  consists  of  6 dental  officers  and  6 dental  attendants,  should 
be  increased  as  soon  as  possible  to  8 dental  officers  and  8 dental  attendants. 

To  provide  a reasonable  service,  part-time  surgeries  are  required  in  the  following 
areas:  1,  Ely;  2,  Rumney;  3,  College  Farm,  Gabalfa;  4,  Fairwater;  5,  Roath. 
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1.  Ely. — The  second  surgery  could  be  quickly  re-equipped  as  all  the  equipment  is 
available. 


2.  Rumney.— Clinic  premises  are  urgently  required  for  this  area  as  the  Primary  School 
population  has  increased  to  1,425,  and  all  cases  are  obliged  to  make  the  long  journey  to 
Splott  Clinic. 

3.  College  Farm,  Gabalfa. — A small  clinic  is  planned  for  this  area  and  slight  alteration 
in  the  plan  could  provide  for  dental  clinics  to  be  held. 

4.  Fairwater. — Cases  from  this  area  are  required  to  attend  at  Ely  Clinic.  There  are 
many  complaints  from  parents  of  the  lack  of  facilities  in  this  area. 


5.  Roath.— -As  the  response  for  conservative  treatment  is  excellent  in  this  area  and  the 
waiting  list  shows  no  signs  of  diminishing,  but  in  fact  it  is  increasing,  facilities  are  urgently 
required  for  a part-time  surgery. 

The  School  Dental  Service  should  aim  at  securing  an  initial  dental  inspection  of  every 
child  on  entry  into  school  life,  to  be  followed  by  an  annual  re-examination  until  the  child 
leaves  school. 


It  should  also  aim  at  keeping  all  children,  whose  parents  have  accepted  treatment, 
free  from  pain  and  sepsis,  and  also  ensure  that  a high  percentage  of  children  leave  school 
dentally  fit. 

The  full  statistical  table  of  the  school  dental  work  carried  out  during  1951  is  as  follows: 


(1)  Number  of  Children  inspected  by  the  Dentists: 


Aged 


f 2 3 

3 ..  35 

4 . . 329 

5 ..  1,219 

6 ..  1,118 

At  School—  7 ..  1,118 

(a)  Periodic  Age-groups  ^8  . . 1,230 

9 . . 1,248 

10  ..  1,220 

11  ..  1,149 

12  ..  1,366 

13  ..  947 

14  . . 608 

15  or  over  135 


( b ) Specials — Primary  Schools 

(c)  „ Secondary  Schools 


Total  ..  11,725 


4,636 

1,345 


Grand  Total 


17,706 


(2)  Requiring  treatment 

(3)  Referred  for  treatment 

(4)  Actually  treated 

(5)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

(6)  Half-days  devoted  to: 

Inspection 

Treatment 


12,794 

11,083 

9,823* 

16,647 

70 
2,046 1 


Total 


(7)  Fillings: 

Permanent  teeth  (6,225  teeth  filled) 
Temporary  teeth  (292  teeth  filled) 


2,116 

7,620 

320 


Total 


7,940 
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(8)  Extractions: 

Permanent  teeth  . . . . . . . . 2,598 

Temporary  teeth  . . . . . . . . 12,638 

For  Regulation  purposes  (perm.)  . . . . 961 


Total  ..  ..  16,197 

(9)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetics  for  extractions  . . 8,743 

(10)  Other  operations — Permanent  teeth: 

(a)  Scalings  . . . . . . . . 332 

( b ) Cleanings  . . . . . . . . 737 

(c)  Dressings  . . . . . . . . 493 

id)  Root  fillings  . . . . . . . . 3 

(<?)  X-rays  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  25 

(/)  Dentures  provided  . . . . . . 103 

(g)  Crowns  . . . . . . . . 2 

\h)  Gum  treatments  . . . . . . . . 263 


Total  ..  ..  1,958 

Temporary  Teeth  . . . . 244 

(11)  Regulation  appliances  ..  ..  ..  ..  105 

Attendances  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,041 

Cases  completed  . . . . . . . . 188 


* Including  5,692  who  had  received  treatment  previously, 
t Also  121  anaesthetic  sessions  by  Dental  Officers. 


VII— HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 

The  numbers  of  handicapped  pupils  known  to  the  department  at  31st  December,  1951, 
are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Blind  Children: 

At  Special  Schools  for  the  Blind  . . . . . . 11 

At  no  School  . . . . . . . . . . 2 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  13 

Partially  Sighted  Children: 

At  Special  Classes  for  the  Partially  Sighted  . . . . 16 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . . . . . . — 

At  maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . 1 

At  independent  Schools  . . . . . . . . — • 

Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Deaf  Children: 

At  Residential  Schools  ..  ..  ..  ..  19 

At  no  School  . . . . . . . . • • 1 


Total  . . . . . . . . 20 

Partially  Deaf  Children: 

At  Residential  Schools 

At  no  School  . . . . . . • • • • 2 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ••  4 
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Children  Suffering  from  Epilepsy: 

At  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . — 

At  Residential  Schools  . . . . . . . . l 

At  no  School  . . . . . . . . . . — 


Total  . . . . . . . . . . l 

Children  Suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: 

At  Special  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

At  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . 24 

At  other  Institutions  . . . . . . . . 9 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . . . . . . 8 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  53 

Children  Suffering  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: 

At  Special  Schools  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 

At  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . 27* 

At  other  Institutions  . . . . . . . . — 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . . . . . . 5 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  47 

* Including  observation  cases. 

Diabetic  Pupils: 

At  Residential  Special  Schools  . . . . . . 1 

1 

Delicate  Children  (Children  who  by  reason  of  impaired  physical 
condition  cannot  without  risk  to  their  health  be  educated 
under  the  normal  regime  of  an  ordinary  school): 

At  Special  Day  Schools  . . . . . . . . 122 

At  Special  Residential  Schools,  etc.  . . . . . . 1 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  123 

Physically  Handicapped  Children: 

At  Residential  Special  Schools  . . . . . . 5 

At  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . 33 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . . . . . . 17* 

At  Independent  School  . . . . . . . . 1 


Total  . . . . . . . . 56 

* 14  of  this  number  receive  home  tuition. 

Educationally  Sub-normal  Children: 

At  Special  Day  Schools  . . . . . . . . 145 

At  Special/ Residential  Schools  . . . . . . 3 

At  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . 286 

At  Independent  Schools  . . . . . . . . 7 

At  no  School  or  Institution  . . . . . . . . 1 


Total  ..  ..  ..  . . 442 

Maladjusted  Children: 

At  Maintained  Schools  . . . . . . . . — 

In  Special  Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

At  Hostels  . . . . . . . . . . 16 

Awaiting  Admission  to  Hostels  or  Special  Schools  . . 3 


Total  . . 


26 
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During  the  year  251  children  who  had  been  reported  as  being  handicapped  pupils 


were  specially  medically  examined  with  following  results: 

Educationally  subnormal  and  suitable  for  education  in  a special  school 

(day)  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 47 

Educationally  subnormal  and  suitable  for  education  in  a residential 

special  school  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Transferred  to  the  care  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  . . . . 34 

Educationally  subnormal — to  attend  special  class  (Delta  class)  . . 53 

Educationally  subnormal — to  remain  in  Delta  Class  . . . . 3 

Educationally  subnormal  but  suitable  for  education  in  ordinary  class  . . 25 

Not  educationally  subnormal  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Educationally  subnormal — to  return  to  ordinary  class  from  Delta  Class  17 
Children  for  whom  a decision  regarding  their  capabilities  has  been 

deferred  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Pupils  of  Gabalfa  Special  School  for  educationally  subnormal  children: 

(a)  Granted  permission  to  leave  before  attaining  age  of  16  years  . . 4 

(b)  Recommended  to  return  to  ordinary  school  . . . . 4 

(c)  Recommended  to  remain  at  Gabalfa  Special  School  until  the 

age  of  16  years  . . . . . . . . . . 4 

Epileptic — for  admission  to  a residential  special  school  . . . . — 

Physically  handicapped— for  admission  to  a residential  school  . . 4 

Blind — for  admission  to  a residential  special  school  . . . . 4 

Partially  Sighted — for  special  school  . . . . . . . . 4 

Deaf — for  admission  to  a residential  special  school  . . . . 3 

Partially  Deaf— for  admission  to  a residential  special  school  . . 1 

Maladjusted — for  admission  to  a residential  hostel  or  special  school  . . 12 

Recommended  for  home  teaching  . . . . . . . . 10 


Total  ..  ..  ..  ..  251 


In  addition  to  the  above,  62  children  were  found  to  be  delicate  pupils  and  recommended 
for  admission  to  the  Greenhill  Open  Air  School  and  a further  six  pupils  were  recommended 
for  a period  at  Convalescent  Homes  or  Residential  Special  Schools  for  Delicate  Pupils. 

Thirty-four  children  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  during  1951  in  accordance 
with  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

“ Delta  ” Classes.— At  the  end  of  the  year,  64  children  (41  boys  and  23  girls)  were 
attending  the  special  classes  for  educationally  retarded  children,  which  are  known  as 
“ delta  ” classes  and  which  are  held  at  two  primary  schools.  During  the  year  29  children 
(18  boys  and  11  girls)  were  admitted  to  the  classes. 

Greenhill  Open-air  School. — The  number  of  delicate  children  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year  was  122,  and  the  average  attendance  during  the  year  was  102.  Fifty-eight 
children  (38  boys  and  30  girls),  were  admitted  to  the  school,  and  75  (37  boys  and  38  girls) 
were  discharged. 

Classes  for  Speech  Training. — The  total  number  of  children  dealt  with  during  the 
year  was  229.  The  numbers  admitted  and  discharged  were  103  and  100  respectively.  Ot 
the  100  children  discharged,  26  were  withdrawn  by  their  parents  without  having  completed 
treatment.  The  classifications  at  the  time  of  discharge  of  the  remaining  74  were  as  follows: 


Cured  . . . . . . . . • • 34 

Much  improved  ..  ..  ..  -•  31 

Unsuitable  for  treatment 

Left  the  district  . . . . . . • • 3 

Left  school  . . . . . . . . • • 4 

Total  . . . . • • 74 
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During  the  year,  head  teachers  were  asked  to  supply  reports  regarding  scholars  who 
had  passed  through  the  special  classes  and  who  were  still  attending  school.  The  replies 
received  indicated  that,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  good  results  obtained  in  the  classes 
were  sustained. 

The  Speech  Therapists,  Miss  B.  Morris  and  Miss  B.  Bolwell,  made  163  routine  visits 
to  schools  and  to  the  homes  of  children. 


Child  Guidance  Clinic. — The  following  is  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  Child  Guidance 
Clinic: 


(1)  Number  of  patients  referred  to  the  Clinic  during  the  year: 


Boys  . . . . . . . . . . . . 152 

Girls  . . . . . . . . . . . . 85 


Total  . . . . . . 237 


(2)  Number  of  patients  carried  forward  from  1950: 

Boys  . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 

Girls . . . . 33 


Total  . . . . . . 78 


(3)  Sources  of  ascertainment  of  patients  actually  dealt  with  for  the  first  time: 
Parents  or  Guardians  . . . . . . . . 7 

Juvenile  Court  . . . . . . . . 34 

Social  Agencies  . . . . . . . . 7 

Schools  . . . . . . . . . . 32 

School  Health  Service  . . . . . . . . 57 

Other  sources  . . . . . . . . 7 

Probation  Officers  . . . . . . . . 4 

Private  Medical  Practitioners  . . . . . .■  11 


Total  ..  ..  ..  159 


(4)  Problems  for  which  patients  were  referred  to  the  Clinic: 
Nervous  Disorders: 

Fears  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  12 

Seclusiveness  . . . . . . . . 7 

Depression  . . . . . . . . 3 

Excitability  . . . . . . . . — 

Apathy  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Obsessions  . . . . . . . . 2 

Habit  Disorders  and  Physical  Symptoms: 

Speech  Disorders  . . . . . . . . 7 

Sleep  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Movement  . . . . . . . . 10 

Feeding  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Excretory  . . . . . . . . 14 

Nervous  pains  and  paralysis  . . . . 4 

Fits,  disorders  . . . . . . . . 1 
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Behaviour  disorders: 

Unmanageable 

Temper 

Aggressiveness 

Jealousy 

Demanding  attention 
Stealing 

Lying  and  romancing 

Truancy 

Sex  difficulty 

Education  and  Vocational  difficulties: 
Backwardness 
Inability  to  concentrate 
Inability  to  keep  jobs 
Special  Disabilities 


For  special  examination: 

Psychological  examination  . . 
Educational  advice 
Vocational  guidance 
Court  examination 
Admissions  to  Special  (not  M.D.) 
school,  etc. 

Placement  in  Foster  Homes  . . 
Adoption 


residential 


Number  of  patients  dealt  with 


28 

13 

10 

1 

37 

3 

22 

3 


20 

9 

1 


3 

27 

1 


237 


(5)  Age  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first  time 


Years 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

Boys 

— 

1 

4 

2 

3 

9 

10 

7 

13 

7 

9 

11 

9 

14 

6 

2 

Girls 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

6 

8 

6 

1 

4 

5 

5 

2 

3 

— 

1 

Total 

— 

2 

5 

2 

12 

15 

18 

13 

14 

11 

14 

16 

11 

17 

6 

3 

(6)  Results  of  treatment  of  patients  discharged: 

Advisory  . . . . . . . . . . 96 

Adjusted  . . . . . . . . . . 12 

Partially  adjusted  ..  ..  ..  ..  17 

Unadjusted  . . . . . . . . . . — • 

Transferred  to  other  agencies  . . . . . . 21 

Unsuitable  for  further  treatment  . . . . 6 

Failed  to  co-operate  ..  ..  ..  ..  15 


Total  ..  ..  ..  167 


(7)  Number  recommended  for  admission  to  Residential 

Schools  or  Hostels  . . . . . . 13 

Number  admitted  to  Residential  Schools  or  Hostels  . . 12 
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(8)  Work  of  Sections: 

(a)  Psychiatric: 

Patients  examined 

117 

Treatment  interviews 

45 

Interviews  with  parents 

48 

School  visits 

. j 

Other  interviews 



Home  visits 

— 

(h)  Psychological: 

New  patients  dealt  with 

44 

Re-examinations 

10 

Remedial  teaching 

. . — 

School  visits 

— 

Interviews  with  parents 

, , — 

Other  interviews 

— 

(c)  Social  Service: 

Interviews  with  parents,  etc.,  at  Clinic 

182 

Visits  to  homes  of  patients 

102 

School  visits  concerning  patients 

140 

Other  visits  concerning  patients 

101 

(9)  Staff  conferences  regarding  patients 

716 

Staff  conferences 

36 

(10)  Number  of  patients  waiting  to  be  dealt  with  at  end  of  year: 

Boys 

17 

Girls 

13 

Total  . . . . . . 30 


VIII— NURSERY  SCHOOLS  AND  CLASSES 


Severn  Road  Nursery  School. — During  the  year  the  average  number  of  children  on 
the  register  of  Severn  Road  Nursery  School  was  107,  the  average  attendance  being  67. 

There  are  eight  Nursery  Schools  and  two  Nursery  Classes  in  the  City,  situated  as 
follows: 


Nursery  Schools:  1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Nursery  Classes:  1. 

2. 


Canton 

Grangetown 

Splott 

Ely 

Splott  (Tremorfa) 
Ely 

South  (Docks)  . . 
Rumney 
Ninian  Park 
Adamsdown 


Severn  Road. 

Ferry  Road. 

Moorland  Road. 

Vachell  Road. 

Baden  Powell  School. 
Hywel  Dda  School. 

West  Yard,  Bute  Street. 
Rumney  School. 

Ninian  Park  School. 
Tredegarville  C/W  School. 


Accommodation  is  provided  at  the  Nursery  Schools  for  a total  of  486  children  aged 
2 — 5 years.  At  the  Nursery  Classes  60  children  aged  2 — 5 years  can  be  accommodated. 
A Nurseries’  Organiser  is  in  charge  of  all  the  Nurseries  and  Health  Nurses  from  the  Public 
Health  Department  devote  one  half-day  weekly  to  each  centre.  A Medical  Officer  visits 
the  Nurseries  at  intervals  of  approximately  one  month  for  the  purpose  of  medically 
inspecting  new  entrants,  etc. 
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The  number  of  children  medically  inspected  during  1951  as  “Entrants”  to  the 
Nursery  Schools  and  Nursery  Classes  was  323  (175  boys  and  148  girls),  and  the  defects 
found  (excluding  uncleanliness,  dental  caries  and  defects  of  nutrition)  were  as  follows: 


Disease  or  Defect 

Number  of  Defects 

Treatment 

Required 

Requiring  to  be 
kept  under 
Observation  only 

Skin: 

Ringworm  Scalp 

— 

— 

Ringworm  Body 

— 

— 

Scabies  . . 

— 

— 

Other  Diseases 

5 

3 

Eye: 

Defective  Vision 

— 

— 

Squint  . . 

9 

1 

External  Eye  Disease  . . 

1 

Other  Eye  Disease  

1 

— 

Ear: 

Defective  Hearing 

— 

— 

Otitis  Media 

2 

— 

Other  Diseases 

— 

1 

Nose  and  Throat  . . 

10 

14 

Defective  Speech  . . . . . . . . . i 

1 

7 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  

8 

4 

Heart  and  Circulation 

— 

2 

Lungs  

2 

8 

Developmental: 

1 

1 

1 

Hernia  . . 

Other 

2 

Orthopaedic: 

1 

Posture 

7 

Flat  Foot 

7 

4 

Other  

10 

14 

Nervous  System: 

Epilepsy  

1 

1 

Other  Conditions  

Psychological: 

1 

Development  . . 

— 

Stability  

— 

Teeth: 

Dental  Diseases 

4 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases  

19 

5 

Total 

82 

74 

The  number  of  children  referred  for  medical  treatment  was  61. 

The  following  is  a classification  of  the  nutrition  of  the  children  inspected. 


Number 

Percentage 

A (Good) 

32 

9 9 

B (Fair) 

214 

66-3 

C (Poor) 

77 

23-8 

Thirteen  children  were  found  to  be  unclean. 


104 


IX— MISCELLANY 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  numbers  of  schoolchildren  ascertained  to  be  suffering  from  infectious  diseases 


during  the  year  were  as  follows: 

Scarlet  Fever  . . . . . . . . . . 115 

Whooping  Cough  ..  ..  ..  ..  513 

Diphtheria  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Measles  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  811 

Acute  Pneumonia  . . . . . . . . 22 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . . . . . 2 

Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . . . — 

Non-Paralytic  Poliomyelitis  . . . . . . 6 

Acute  Encephalitis— Post  Infectious  . . . . 1 

Dysentery  . . . . . . . . . . 48 

Para-Typhoid  Fever  . . . . . . . . — 

Tuberculosis — Respiratory  . . . . . . 28 

Other  Forms  . . . . . . 12 

Chickenpox  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,214 

Erysipelas  . . . . . . . . . . — 

Food  Poisoning  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rubella  . . . . . . . . . . 52 

Mumps  . . . . . . . . . . 629 

Jaundice  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  18 


PROVISION  OF  MEALS 

Kitchens  are  in  operation  at  Maindy,  Taflfs  Well,  Tremorfa,  Ely,  Cardiff  High  School, 
Canton  High  School  for  Girls,  Greenhill  Open  Air  School  and  Gabalfa  Special  School. 


Canteens. — Facilities  are  available  at  85  School  Canteens  for  providing  mid-day 
meals  for  10,000  children  daily. 

The  numbers  of  children  attending  primary,  high,  special,  and  nursery  schools  provided 
with  dinners  and/or  milk  during  the  first  and  last  complete  weeks  of  1951  were  as  follows: 


First  complete 
Week,  1951 

Average  number  of  necessitous  children  provided 

with  dinner  daily  free  ..  ..  ..  1,716 

Average  number  of  children  provided  with  milk 

daily  free  . . . . . . . . 29,555 

Average  number  of  children  provided  with 

dinner  daily  on  payment  . . . . . . 5,246 


Last  complete 
Week,  1951 

2,146 

29,693 

5,951 


APPOINTMENT  OF  TEACHERS 

The  School  Medical  Officer  is  an  examining  medical  officer  for  the  Education  Committee 
in  respect  of  the  entry  of  teachers  into  the  superannuation  scheme.  During  the  year 
77  teachers  were  examined  for  this  purpose. 


